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Mary ---..he came before my parents. My mother and sister and brother were 
in Bedford, Ohio. 


Pear | ---Now, your father came to Gary what year? Do you remember? 
M ---That's what I don't know. 


Steve ---He must have come about 78 years ago, 79 years ago. 


p ---When your father came, what part of the country did he come to? 

s ---Sixty-nime years.... 

M —--From Sighisoara. 

P ---But I mean, where did he settle first? In Ohio? 

M ---I think it was McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania. 

P ---And he stayed there awhile? 

M ---He stayed there awhile, and then my sister was born in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and my brother was born in Bedford and from Bedford we came to Gary. 

P ---Did your father come first and then your mother or did they come 
together? 

M ---My father came first, and then my mother and sister and brother came 


after that. 


S ---Wait a minute. You talking about Europe, when they come.... 

M ---Oh, from Europe. That part I really don't know. 

P ---You don't know how old your father was when he came? 

M -—--No. 

P ---Do you know why he left Europe? 

M ---Oh, he came to....like everybody....I really... 

P --—-..TO earn money? 

M ---..well, no, because his parents were in business, you know, in 


Sighisoara, right across from the station there. I really don't 
know why he came. 


Ss ---Well, everybody's ambition to come up here and start their own life, 
you know. 

M ---So, these cousins came, and he wanted to follow, I guess. 

P ---(Directed to Steve) When did you come? 


S ——-I came, I land here in 1913. 


- STEVE ALMASON Page 2 
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---Do you remember how arrangements were made before you left Europe, 
and how you happened to come? 


---Well, the whole thing was like this. I was left in Europe by myself 
and in school. 


---What happened to your parents? 


---They were all here. My parents, my brother and sister were here, 
except me. So, they found out they wasn't going to make a professor 
out of me. They thought, "Maria, go and bring the boy home here." 
Understand? On a visit. 


So, then she came home (back to Romania) and, because I was too young 
to travel by myself.....now, if somebody would....came from Sighisoara 
-+eand take me under his arm, they would probably let it...but...didn't. 
So, they had to send my mother to bring me here. 


---How old were you? 

---When I got here, I was thirteen years old. 
---Your mother came and brought you back? 
---Yes, we started from home.... 

---Where are you from? 

——-Sighisoara. 

---You're from Sighisoara too? 


-—-Yeah. We started from home about June the 11th, and we landed here 
eeeeeein 1912, you know....and then we landed here, let me see...... 
would be 1913.....later..in the fall. I don't remember the month. 


---That's all right. In the fall of '13 you came. Well, if you started 
in June 1912, what took so long? 


---Well, this is the catch. You see, when we came....I took sick on the 
boat.....and, you know, those sailors.....they want you to evacuate... 
to go up on the deck because they want to clean up or so. And I 
couldn't do it. Well, then they both....they grabbed me....by the 
hand and leg...you know....each one on side (each grabbed a leg and a 
hand) and threw me off. And then, where I must have slipped somewhere 
and I got into the nail, rusty nail....something.....because I started 
raising high fever...and fever was run up to 106. 


But then they thought...the boat I was on....wouldn't be able to 

get me here, alive, in New York. So they telegraphed or telephoned 
one of those fast boats, you know, smaller, and they brought me up in 
a Ellis Island hospital...that's about four miles in from the Statue 
of Liberty. And that's where the doctor worked on me....for a year... 
over a year.....and they brought me back to life because I had lockjaw. 


---You had lock jaw? 


——-Lock jaw. 
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M -—--In those days.... 
P -—-That was dangerous. People died from that. 
Ss ---Yes. Now this is what I say. I owe my life to those doctor from Navy..... 


because those are the guys that they shot so many injections in me that 
they had to look....because all over my body...it was punched..you know, 
inject....they had to look for spots where they could....but after a 
year anda half....I mean, not quite a year....not quite a year and a 
half but over a year....when I come to....I was stiff, like piece of 
furniture. So, then they start....walk me....you know....they move 


my legs. 

P --—-You stayed in bed all that time? 

S -—--All that time, yes, I couldn't move. In fact, they feed me with a 
hose through my....tube through my nose, you know. 

P ——-.ee.iM your stomach? 

S) —--...pour that milk in.... 

P ---You were conscious, I mean, you knew what was going on? You could 


talk and everything? 


S ---Oh, no. 

P ---You couldn't? 

Ss ---No. I knew this much, when they used to stick that....tube...I knew 
that. 

? ---Yeah, but whether your mind was working? That's what I mean? 

Ss --—-No. You're locked up with everything except....that's it.. 

M -—-See, over here they give you tetanus shots....once you're scratched 


by anything, by.... 


Ss -—-and then, now, my mother...didn't speak American. She didn't speak 
American, and she didn't know how to read and write..to send telegram 
or anything to my father. You know, he was going crazy.....because 
where's....maybe she left with somebody else.....you ~ a ate took 
my boy.....you know how it is. 


P ---Yes, he didn't know what to think. 


) --—-Yeah, so...there was....a Polish lady there.....and in my room, they 
put that kid same way (her son). Now, I don't know what was wrong 
with the kid because I didn't even see him. I didn't know, but 
according to what my mother was say, she got the address from my 
mother and wrote in Polish....that's right.....and some......up in 
Massillon, Ohio...and that...Polish guy.....read the letter next... 
interpreted it to my father and that.... 


P -——-Your father was in Massillon then? 
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Ss -—-Yeah, my father, my sister and my brother, you know...except my 
mother and I. 

P -—-Did your mother stay with you while you were in the hospital? 

S -—-Yes. | 

P --—-A whole year? 

S -—-Yes, we get to that. Now, the hospital rooms are like motel...you 


know, the old style motel, right off the.....but separate rooms like 
that, all the way around. My mother would sit..on that step.... 

and that's all she would say.. 

"Moare baiatul, moare baiatul." (The boy is dying, the boy is dying). 


W_11, when I come to, that's all everybody was...everybody learned 


that word. 
P -—--''Moare baiatul''... (Mau-rey buh-yat-ul ) 
M -—--Even a colored porter.... 
Ss --—-The colored porter....''Moare baiatul." He was..-you know...he was 


taking me..with the cart, you know...and pushing, he'd say...''Moare 
baiatul, moare baiatul''....and then..... 


P -—-That's what you woke up to? 


) ——-Yeah, and then they start working with me. They move my legs.... 
move my hand, you know, and ..... 


P ---Go ahead. 


Ss ---So, then, finally, you know, being so sick for so long....and only 
the milk and eggnog, you know....that was the food.....well, I lost 
@ lot of weight. When I came to Ellis Island, to enter into the 
country here, they used to have doctors, you know, that they examine 
you to see if you're fit to go into...to enter in America. The 
first doctor, he looked at me....he hit me on the back....I was so 
weak, I fell down. So, naturally, he was going to send me back. 


So, now, I had the money. Because, in Europe, you know, a mother 
especially....if you got a boy twelve years old, he's a man already, 
you know. I had $300 American money in....now I don't remember.... 
it was a red handkerchief.....like the railroad guy....they.... 
either red or blue....but I know it was one of those handkerchiefs. 
And I had the passport and all that and the $300 together, tied up in 
a....When the doctor hit me, I lost everything, you know. It fall down. 


And then a janitor around there.....because then they put me in a 
cell....just me, not my mother.. just myself....and my mother come up 
to me...she says,...because it was bars, you know....‘Where is the 
money and the passport?" (me) "I don't know." 
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---In the meantime, that janitor kicked it under my door, there, you 
know. He saw that I dropped it. He didn't realize it was $300 there 
because $300 those days, it was a lot of money. And then, they were 
going to send me back to Europe. So, maturally, my mother started to 
cry and....see, my father was interpreter in to a....the City Court 
in Massillon, Ohio.....he spoke four or five languages...perfect.... 
so, he was known all over then. So, he went to the mayor, you know, 
and the mayor, through his....he wrote a letter....and that he accept 
me, you know, and everything is going to be all right. So, they put 
us on a train.... 


---And you never got your $300 back again? 
---Oh, yes....you remember.... 
-—-But you didn't have it at that time? 


—--...not at that time, yes....Well, when I got.....it was lot of people 
at the depot when I got there....themayor there too, and he had a..... 
a coach....you call it coach....years ago it was.....with two beautiful 
horses. So, he put me on the coach and he took me to the City Hall... 
and introduce me...who I was, you know....and every day some city official 
stop in to talk to me. What I picked up...different (people), you know... 
And they couldn't get over, you know, they couldn't get over it....I'm 


only here, not even a week, and I could carry conversation American. And they 


kind of like it and.... Then I was too weak to go school. I had to 
build up, but after I got built up..... 


"Never mind school....I spend lot of money with you, kid, you go to 
work,"' (father said). So, I was....round about fourteen, I believe, 
and I went.....made an affidavit that I was sixteen....and I was 
hired....sixteen years....I don't remember what steel mill is up 
there. 


---This is in Massillon? 

---In Massillon, yeah. Then, in little while, I think I worked there 
about a year....all the big shots....superintendents, assistants, and 
so....there were about five brothers, Davis Brothers....they built a 
steel mill in Mansfield, Ohio. And they want to take me with them. 
And they come up to my father and mother and they said, "We like to 
take your boy withuus" 


Oh, they started....my mother especially....start cry, ‘'He can't 
leave." 


"Don't worry. We take care of him. We put him in a boarding house 
with a Romanian couple," and that's the way it was. 


-—-How old were you at this time? 
-—-Well, at that time I was about fifteen. 


——-Oh, you were still under sixteen. 
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S ---Still under sixteen,yes. And....I had to ante up so much money out of 
my paycheck. It go to the house, you know, my home..my parents....and 
so much money is going to pay for the boarding. 


P ---Do you remember what...how much you earned? 

Ss ---Well, I think I was getting $1.20 an hour. 

P ---An hour, and you were working how many hours? 

S ---I was working twelve hours. 

P ——-A day? 

Ss -—-Uh, huh. 

P ---Five days a week or six days a week? 

S —-—-Seven days a week. 

P ——--Seven days a week? No days off? 

S ---Every other, every two week....every other week you get a day off on 
Sunday. 

P ---That's all? 

Ss ---Yeah. 

P -——-What time would you start in the morning? 

Ss ---You start in the morning six o'clock; you quit 8ix. 

P ---And what kind of work did you do? 

S ---They put me....in fact, I become an expert on....in the rolls....that 
they roll the steel, you know, hot steel. 

P ---That was haridled by hand, wasn't it? 

Ss -—-Those thing were handled byhand, yes, so I had to take those...care of 


those rolls so they wouldn't get hot, you know, because, if they were 
rough on the what—you-call—-it.... 


P -—--The steel wouldn't be smooth? 

S ---No, not the rolls, because....but the neck of the rolls.....you know, 
understand? 

P ---The pins? 

Ss ---Yea, that's it. So, you had to be going all the time, keeping.....and 


I guess that's why the guys wanted me up there in Mansfield, because they 
saw the work I was doing here in Massillon, you know. 
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S ---So, then my brother was pretty lonely, and he lost a job there too. 
He couldn't get....it was getting bad...you know, couldn't get hired. 
So I went to the big shot. I says, 


"I'm leaving here."' He says, "Why?'' I says, "My brother is pretty 
lonely without me and I am too." 


And '"'How old is he?" I told him. "Well, have him come down here. We 
give him a job, and he'll be staying in the same house you stay." 


'Fine.'"' ...e(I was) happy, you know. So, it was all right. But I 
didn't stay there very long, I went to....I came out here...in Indiana 
Harbor.....because my sister was here already. 


P ---She was married then, wasrt she? 


S ---No, no, she wasn't married. But my brother was here already, too, you 
know. They both were here. So I come to see them....and I liked it 
so much....because....it was Romanian youngsters. Still, I was younger 
than anybody else then, but, you know... 


P ---It was your own group. 

Ss —--. ++. younger 

P --—-You didn't have Romanians in Massillon? 

NS) ---Over there we had Romanians, but not young people......the old settlers, 


you know. Lot of bachelors and so on....very few people was married.... 
with family, you know. Those who were married had a boarding house. 


P -—-They were more the middle-aged group? 

S ---...middle-aged and older. 

P ---Here in Harbor they had young people....your age. 

S -—--Not my age....older, older. 

P -—--Still single.... 

S$ ——-....-older, probably eighteen, nineteen years of age...that's right. 


And I liked that so....I wanted to stay here....I mean, in (Indiana) 
Harbor. And my father says "No. You got to come back,"' so I went 
back. And I couldn't get a job there then. I wasn't looking for it, 
to tell the truth....so, finally, he says, he says to me, 


"All right. You think you get a job up there?"' I says, "Sure." 

I come up here and I got a job, but then I didn't get the same job 
I had, and I start working in the sheet mill. 

?P ---Was this at Inband? 


s ---Now, wait a minute....I got it wrong, I got wrong that wages...... 
because that would have been...... 


steve Almason Page 8 


Mary 
S 
P 


——-...a day,that would have been. 

---I got a dollar and twenty cents a day. 

——-That sounds more like it. 

—--....ten cents an hour, yeah, that's right. 

---Because your payday would be how big? 

---Oh, my payday would be twelve .. something ($12.__), you know. © 

——-Every two weeks they paid you? 

-—-Yeah. So, that's it. Then I come out here in steel mills and I got a 
job in sheet mill. Now, lot of Romanians were working there...but I 
was so young, they figured I wouldn't be able to handle any job, so they 
put me....they put two of us...two kids....Hungarian boy and I to work 
one job....for $1.20 a day. But we were getting only....because we were 
getting $1.20...that's what paid that job....$1.20......but because we 
were two on the job....they gave us 72¢ a day (each). 

---They really cheated you, didn't they? 

—--....and we were glad to have it, believe me. And then.... 


---Where did you live then? With your sister, when you were out here? 


---Yes. And then, my sister went and bought a farm....in Ohio again.... 
outside of Massillon. You know who my sister is? (Florence) Kelleman. 


———Oh.ess 


---She went to buy a farm in, what you call it....then I move in with my 
cousin. She was married to a fellow also from...... 


---Who is that? 

---Ciulei, my cousin was Boian, Lena Boian....and....because she was like 
a sister to me, you know, so I moved in with them. I didn't never stay 
with strangers. 

---Always with Romanians? 

-—-Always with our people....relatives especially....your family, or... 

--—-Did you have to pay them now for staying with people, like that? 

---Oh, sure, you pay.....well, naturally.... 

-—-Like any other one? 

—--...any other, that's right. It wasn't easy.....and the whole thing, 


you know, now I want to say this much. I missed Europe when I come in 
here....not the Europe (itself).. 


--—-You missed home, what you knew as home. 
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---That's right. I missed this, because, it wasn't children to be associate 
with....only old people...only old people. Because, when they (parents) 
come home, they be looking for me. "Unde-i beiatul?'' (Where is the boy?) 
Because I was clowning around....I was the show for them, you know. 


And I miss that because...over there I knew everybody....in fact, i knew 
too many. I'1] tell you why. Now, naturally, being alone in Europe.... 
kid eleven years old, you know, cause I was eleven when they left me.... 
they thought. eee 


All those kids, I play with them, when I come up here...first thing they 
say....the guys...."'Hey, hunky, hunky, hunky''... the other kids, you know. 


-—-Yeah, they called you hunky. 


-—-...."hunky, hunky, hunky.'' And reason why....my folks dress me up with... 
cause....twelve years old now, you know....eleven yeas old, you got long 
pants. The guys (here) all wear knickers, you know (pants which were only 
to the knee and gathered there).....and that's it. 


So, this is the thing. . I didn't start any fights with anybody cause I 
figure I'm in their country, you know, and...but only thing I always 
say,,--.-I got to respect everybody so they give respect to me.... 

and this is....I gain.... ’ 


---That's true. 


-—-Yeah, and then, like I say, I come to (Indiana) Harbor. Then I join up 
the band...then we organize....first time when....now, this is....it 
takes a lot of....heh, heh....I never played in band in my life.... 
and Ciulei, was playing, he was playing....he had a band...you remember 
Ciulei? 


--—-I remember. 

--—-Well....the older one, Nick. 

---I remember them. 

---....he always called me "sogure" (brother-in-law) just like he married 
to my sister, but he was married to my cousin. He says to me, "I want 
you to helpme out with the band tomorrow." 


"How the hell I gonna help you out with the band?" 


He says, "I want you to play the snare drum in the band. It's a big 
parade." 


-—--And you never played the snare drum before? 
-——-Never played the snare drum before, and he says to me, ''Come on," he 


says, "I'll show you what to do."' And he did, and I picked it up.... 
and they was amazed....the job I'm doing....with that snare drum. 


That's how I become a drummer, because.....and have the orchestras and so on. 


---Is that the only instrument you played? 


---That's all. 

---You never played anything else? 

---No, I played the trap drums, you know, but that..... 

---Yeah, all the drums. How many years did you play the drums? 


---Oh, gosh....I started when I was fourteen....and I played....in 1937 I 
didn't play anymore....I managed the band then....so this is.....? 


---You haven't played since 1937? 

—--No. 

---Don't you play for yourself even? 

~--No. In 19 > let me see, in 1933.....-before af go into he ar 
It was a kid.....it was a kid....Hungarian boy....from Calumet City... 
not Calumet City....Calumet in East Chicago, and he......wherever I was 
playing.....he was in back of me. He just in back of me. So, I had a 
job at the World's Fair (in Chicago in 1933), you know....her (Mary 
Barbat, now his wife) and I was going together.....and now I says to 
him, "I see you now a couple years now, you in back of me all the time. 
I never ask you. What it is...for what is it?" 
He says, ''I'm watching you.'' I say, “Are you drummer?" 
He says, ''Yes."" I says, "Well, you gonna handle this?" He says, 
"I learned in school and what I learned from you," he says, "I'll handle 
it."' I says, "Go ahead...and play." 


And I dropped off the stage and I start dancing with her (Mary). Was 
that right? (directed to Mary) (She nods agreement). 


And you know, this is type of guy I am. If I find somebody better than 
me, I give them credit, you know. I said to her, "You know, -I don't 
know why I didn't protect you before."" I said, "That guy is good." 
And I went back on the stage and I says to him, "Matt, this is your job 
from now on.'' Oh, man, he just went out of his mind....because at that 
time I had really good band and....so that's it....then he played..... 
Oh, I played different jobs now and then, you know (also). 

---You managed (the band) after that. 

---Well, that's rights I did mostly. 

---Johnny Kay's band.... 


-—--See, I had two bands....at one time.....Al Mason...because my name 
is “Almason’' - Al Mason. 


---Oh, Al Mason...you were Al Mason...now it comes back to me, I remember that. 


---That's right. 


---And the other one (band) was Johnny Kay? 
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P --—-Well, all right now, how long did that band stay together? 

S ---Oh, that band stayed together long time. 

P ---Ten years? 

S ---Oh, even better than ten years, because we used to be booked all the time. 
P --—-But you weren't booked just for Romanians, were you? 

$ ---We was booked just for Romanians at that time, but I worked up an idea. 


Once we were hired at a Jewish wedding. Manta, he was affiliated with’ 
Jews, so he says to me, ''We gonna play Romanian, Steve, and they gonna 
like it....cause they play the same music." 


0.K. So, we played the Jewish (wedding and we played Romanian for them). 
«eeand they loved it.....because, then I worked up an idea. I told the kid, 
because this kid was young, he was not any more than thirteen yeas old... 
the guy that was playing sax and the violin...but he was an expert about 
it....he was born musician. 


I said, "Nicky, get that violin and go around the tables with it,"' and he 
says, "All right."' Because, he was the type of guy, anythingyou tell him 
to do, he was ready to do it. 


He says, "The only thing I could play...some song(s) my father used to 
sing to me. See, I remember those things, and, "' he says, "for me it 
would be a pleasure to play those songs here." 


And you know, the Jews went nuts over him. When he came gp on the stage, 
he brought about $250......$250.00.....oh, that was ( a small fortune). 


P --—-That was a lot of money! 

S --—-Oh, that was...... (unbelievable) 

P ---Do you remember what year that was? 

S -—-No, I don't remember. 

P ——-Well, what did you call this group? 

Ss ---I believe we call it the.....Six Devils ..... 
P -——(directed to Mary) Do you remember? 


Mary ——-No. 
P ---Six Devils? Was this after you were married? 
S$ -—-No, this was before. 


Mary ---Long before. 


S -—-Six Blue Devils....that's right...Six Blue Devils. 
P -——-Six Blue Devils, and they played Romanian. Where did you get that name? 
s ---I don't know who give it to us. But the ex-mayor of East Chicago, 


Walter (Jeorse), used to say, “Todoruti, foot warmers." 
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Mary 


---What? 
---Todoruti foot varmers. 
r] 


-—-Oh, foot warmers. All right. But you had that band for quite awhile 
then? 


---0Ob, yeah. That band wasn't mine. That band belong to Sirbu....John 
Sirbu. He was the....(leader). 


---He gave up the band after awhile, didn't he? 

---Yeah, he gave up the band....because...you see, this is Whateccsecee 
I started getting big shot on the music......because he (Sirbu) give it 
up.+-eeand....-he says to me, "Steve, there is some Romanian boys..... 
musicians.....in East Chicago and they struggle, and I hate to see them 
struggle like that. How about you and I join them and we make a band 
out of them?" 


Okay. We joined them.....we joined sya But after a little while, they 
didn't want him in the band.....John Sirbu. 


--—-He had a hearing problem. 

——-They didn't want him? 

--—-They didn't want him, no. 

——-.+.-wouldn't come in on time, you know. 

=—tigl 1; he couldn't hear. 

——-..e.esehis hearing. He lost his hearing. He was thinking on counting, you 
know, when to come in, but he just didn't get that so the kids told him. 


Teey says, ''Look, we don't like this. We got a good band now," they says. 


But I says, "You got to give him credit because he brought that band to 
this point.'"' And they says, "No, we don't want him." 


Okay. So, I told him. ''The boys told me they don't want to have you." 
But anyhow, during the depression I took the band over then....during 
the depression. I had the father of (one) those kids come in the shop, 
my barber shop, and grab my hand and kiss my hand.....because otherwise.... 
now they eating.....otherwise they wouldn't have been eating. And I 
told him, ‘Don't ever do that." 
---What did you call this other group? What was the name of this other group? 
---That was the start of the Johnny Kay band. 
---That was the Johnny Kay band? 
---Yeah. See, because i was still naving tne*Al Mason band....I was playing. 


-—-—-When did you start the Al Mason band? 


-—-Oh, that Al Mason band, after John left....you KNOW. eccccee 
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Mary 


---After the Blue Devils, you had Al Mason? 
-—-Yeah. 


--—-Al Mason....you didn't play just Romanian then....you played American 
most of the....that was an American band? 


-—--Oh, this was strictly American....this was strictly American. 


---Yeah, that was an American band, and your Blue Devils were Romanian. 
Did you have them at the same time? 


-—-Yes, I had them at the same time. 

-—-...but they played Romanian.... 

---And I had, in fact, I had to be in two places same time, you know, because 
band was booked .....playing, and the guys that I booked the job from say, 
"I want you up here,'' you know. 

---And you would be playing with the band then? 

—--I be playing with the band, yes. “ow, remember....when I booked the 
first job in Southmore Hotel, in Chicago, I couldn't be.....see, already 
I replaced myself with this young guy I was telling you about....and... 
they didn't do so good because they were all college kids....all....this 
was all rich people kids, you know. 
Because I got in with them through one of the guys that used to deliver 
towel....not deliver....but he was tbe son of the man that owned the 
company with the towel....clean towel service....you know.. 

---Oh 7 


---He just....some reason, he just....cause later on, this guy even open up 
a ballroom.... 


-—-Well, I'm trying to get these three bands straight. You had the Blue 
Devils, and Al Mason's band and then you started the Johnny Kay..... 
when you started the Johnny Kay....did Al Mason....was ar over with then? 
Did that dissolve? 

---Well, I had to do it because that was smaller band....and I like this 
Johnny Kay band because it was a bigger band and I was booking it more, 
you know. 

---Oh, so you just sort of worked it at the same time? 

---Yeah. 

---Oh. When did you go into the barber business? 

---He was a barber when he was playing. 

—--K know you had both (band and barber shop) going.... 


---0h, well, now let's see. Now I'm gotng to tell you something......I'm 
going to tell you something. Now, I lost the job in steel mill.....and.... 
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-—-That's during the depression or before then? 
——-It's a little...after depression..and 

-—-No, before the depression. 

---No, no, it was after depression. 

-——-Sure, before, because we got married, dear. 


---Oh, yes, way, way before depression. But wasn't things right...... 


wasn't exactly depression, but it was like a recession we had, you know. 
You see, when I start working in the sheet mill, I work hard. I make it 
my business to learn all the jobs...from a second catcher all the way to 
the roller, you know. And the superintendent, he saw that, so he come 
to me and says, '"'Hey, kid, will you do me a favor?" 


I says, "Sure, why not.'"' He says, ''I know....I got im your report (file) 
you doing any job here,"' he says. "It's awful hot....'' and he says, 
"they play out. Will you take the guy's place after he plays out?'' he 
says. "...Yau go into my office. You want to go to sleep, you could go 
ahead and sleep. Just let the turn foreman know where you at....where 

to look for you if he needs you. You get eight dollars a day plus what 
you earn in...you know....if you take somebody else's job. And I got you 
in mind," he says, "I gonna put you in one of the best roll to roll 

(give you a job as roller permanently)....'cause it is coming to you, 

but you have to do me a favor too." 


So, okay. I worked like that with them till about six, seven months... 
and, well, now this is popular job because...you know, every job you do, 
it's different motions, you know....but I didn't mind....I went along. 


The break ceme in. The turn foreman.....I remember it was twelve o'clock 
shift.....-he come over to me.....he says, "'Well,'' he says...''your break 
came through," he says,"'the roller on No. 16 is in the hospital," he says. 


"You're gonna roll there now.'' The roller is the chief of that roll, you 


know, he's the boss. And ;those days, used to make high.....was forty-— 
five dollars a day.....a roller.....so that's what I want. 


And I went there and I started there. I worked about an hour and a half. 


I got the crew together....and I had some sheets out..... Here, the 
superintendent come in...and he says to me....he brought another guy... 
to take my place there.....and I should go about my place. 


Now, I didn't ask for that job, you know....that roller (job). He 
(superintendent) told me..... 


---The same superintendent? 


---Yeah, same superintendent. And....I went. He says, "You're not going 
home?'' I says, ''No.'' But I was already dressed up to go home. And I 
wait around in the mill....and I figure he be out of the steel mill by 
now, you know. I walk out.....I walk out of the clock house....here 
he come. He says to me, "I thought you says...." 


"Yeah,"' I says, "but I'm going down the street tohave a cup of coffee. 
It's nothing doing up there." 
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S ---So, okay. See, he walked with me up to the restaurant. I remember.... 
Dollars (?) Restaurant...I walk in...and I had a cup of coffee. In 
fact, I ask him if he wants to have a cup of coffee. He says, '!No,"! 
he's going home. So, I went home after I drink my coffee. 


Really, I knew about that...after all, he's still a superintendent at 
that place, you know. I thought, well, I could go back to my job, you 
know, because I was roughing on...No. 3, I believe....yeah...and that 
was paying pretty good...twenty-seven, twenty-eight dollarsa day. 


But I went to punch my card because my turn was to be four to twelve. 
I went to punch my card...notice on my card....''Please do not punch. 

See your superintendent.'' Okay. I didn't punch. So, I went to see 

him....and....he says to me....."'You disappointed me." 

"Well, how come, how did I disappoint you?'! 

"You promgsed you stay. You didn't stay." 


"You promised that job and you took it away from me. You gave it to me 
for an hour and a half and you give it...and you took it away." 


And then he got nasty, you see. And he said, "I'm the superintendent. 
You can't talk that way to me. I'm still running this place." 


Then I spat on him. 


P ---Ooooohhhhh. I give you credit...you had a lot of courage. 

S -—-Now this, you know, when I come out of his office, I had a pair of tongs 
like this, steel, you know, ‘cause he was after me. He was a big guy. 

P ---Well, he was going to hurt you? 

S ---Oh, yeah, he was after me. I says, ''Come on." 

P ---He just wanted to use you...around as a flunky when he needed you? 

Ss -—-That's right....that's right. 


Mary ---Well, he was young... 

P -—-Yeah, they thought they could push him around. 

Ss ---So, he....I says, ‘Come on. I laid one more guy like you which just as 
tall as you," ...of which he knew....''because he called me 'hunky'''.... 
And I was fired then, but three hours later they call for me...to go 
back....you know. Well, anyhow, but this guy...then he, he back up, 
because he knew....well...Now I'm out of job. 

P ———How old were you now? 

Ss ---Oh, I was about eighteen years old....nineteen..... 


P ---Oh, you had a lot of adventures in three years. 
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$ ---So, I..went to work. One guy, friend of mine...Ironim Nichia....I never 
forget that name because he was a very pleasant guy, you know. He was a 
friend of mine..good..and I thought he was the nicest guy of our whole gang. 


_ (This friend tried to get him a job where he worked) So, I....went to 
work....one night there....I didn't work....I looked around....second night 
I went in....the foreman says to me,'' Don't change into working clothes." 
Because I wore blue suit....tuxedo (too dressed up for going to work). 


He says, "Don't change your clothes because,"' he says, "you go home tonight 
and don't come until we call you."' Then he says to me,he says, ''You know, 
you're a regular guy."'....because I was talking to him....I was kidding 
with him. I knew what it was...but...he finally....he says, "You know, 
you're blackballed here now,'' he says, "Your superintendent from the 

sheet mill." 


I says, "I expected it....that's all right."' Then...we walk....three of 
US.+...to go to lakefront park....and I says to these guys....I says.. 
"You know, it's pretty bad! I says, “us young guys, to be working in 
steel mills,"' and so on. "Why can't we go into a restaurant business or 
do something?"....you know..so, I opened up a restaurant. 


Everybody was going to be...with me....these two guys....the two guys 
were John Saesan and her brother-in-law...Mike Marza. They didn't put 
any money down. After I spent eight hundred and...two dollars,I believe 
it was......I bought the Greek restaurant....the whole thing.....only I 
couldn't stay in that place. I went and rent a place on Washington and 
Pennsy (Pensasylvania)....but I checked it before....how many people 

used to go by. Thousands of people go by the door because they're going 
to the steel mill, the No. 2 plant. 


So, I opened up a restaurant. 


The first day I open up, I got no partners....I'm there all alone. 


P --—-The first day? 

S ---'Cause they ain't got no money....I'm all alone. I took in five dollar. 
P ---What did you sell? 

Ss ---Fried stuff, and we even..I made a Romanian stew there... 

P --—-You mean you could cook? 

Ss ---Oh, I....I tell you something about the cooking. I was hired as a cook 


in a restaurant while sheet mill was down.....as a chef.....and I never 
fry an egg in my life...and I went and took the job. 


P ---You've got a lot of courage to do things like that. 
Ss ---And the same night..the people that own the restaurant yet...him, his 
wife, and his two daughters was coming in tor me to have the supper tor 


them, but the supper was already fixed by the waiter that toid me IL 
should take tne job. tne was a good cook...and then I learned...how to cook. 


P ---You'd try anything! 
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---Oh, yes. 

---So, then you started your restaurant and you had nobody....? 

---I was alone.....five dollar.....and I took that five dollar and I went to 
the grocery and bought stuff again and then I made fifteen dollar, and I 
took the fifteen dollar and I.... Pretty soon start coming in and coming 
in and coming in, so... I had to work ideas, you know, because then 
brother-in-law says he wants to come in. I says okay. So, he paid me 
four hundred twenty dollar...the other guy wants to come in....he paid me 
four bundred twenty dollar. So I was free....thep you know, because of my 
investment and so on....all the assets I had, and... 

-—-Then you had help....then the three of you ran the restaurant? 

---Well, not much help. John Saesan was washing dishes...that's all he knew 
how to do. The other guy was filing....he thought he had a nightclub.... 
he was filing his fingernails...in back of the register....not behind the 
register (taking in the money)...in back of the register... just like he... 
he just a manager...floor walker, you know. 

So, after that....now, I'm....got the restaurant...business going good 
because I worked it good. In the middle of the restaurnat was a big pole... 
post...big post to ceiling, you know....and I painted it white. And every 
news that was into that town....write it down... 

~---On the post? 

-——-People would rush....run to the place.... 

-—-Well, how would you get the news? 

---From the people. 


---Oh, somebody would walk by and tell you? What kind of things would you 
put on there for instance? 


---Oh, now I don't know...anything...not dirty things, you know. 
--—-You mean like accidents, or... 
——-Accidents....everything....or lovers....Oresee 

---And you'd just write it out? 

-—-Yeah, and....I didn't write it. 

-—-Oh, you didn't? 


-—-—-No, because I didn't want anybody to prosecute me. I says like this... 
"You write it down...you got the news, you write it down." 


---0h, whoever brought you the news would write it? 
-—-And I made him sign, but this is...but that worked out big. 


---I'll bet that was something. 


STEVE ALMASON Page 19 


S ---That was some big....then, later on, I had...promote boxing. Two guys 
were fighting all the time. One was big guy...one was little guy. But 
that little guy, he was....the devil...you know. He was stronger, you 
know..--always pick on that big guy. And big guy was going to hit him 
once....and I says, "'Don't.'' “Why should you guys fight like this? 
Let's put the gloves...let's advertise.'' But...that time used to be 
near beer, you knww..and I figure..with a few leaflets...through the 
city, you know, I'll have a big crowd there. 


p -—--''Smecher'! (sharpy) 


S —--So we had...we had...we really had a big crowd...but you know...where I 
really made the money? On beer, near beer, cause i put it in a icebox, you 
know...one of those....and the label would come off....and they thought 
was off because it's near beer..not near beer, but good beer..and I was 
selling for fifty cents a bottle and the beer cost me four/ five cents 


a bottle... 
P ---And you weren't ashamed to take that money from them? 
S$ ---No, because the beer...they ‘enjoyed it. 
P ---They enjoyed it. 
Ss ---0Oh, they always used to come in there, ''Where's that beer?'' you know.... 


But I never sold anything....liquor or anything! like that in my life. 
P ---You didn't have to have a license for that either. 


) ---No, you didn't have to have license, no....so, that's how it was. 
Then, I didn't like the restaurant business. 


P ---What year was this restaurant, do yu know? 

Ss --—-I believe it was '20...1920. 

P ---How long did you have the restaurnat? 

Ss ---Not for long, because I didn't like it. 

P ---Was it like one year, two years? 

Ss ---About year and half, two years, yeah. And meantime, I....I was going to 


the barber school, you see. 


P -—--How did you get interested in that now? 

S ---I always was interested in barber school. 
P ---Oh, you always were? 

Ss —--Yeah. 

P ---Where was the barber school? 

s --—-In Chicago. **** College 


P ---How long did you have to go there? 


S$ ---I went there for year. 
Pp —--How many hours? 
S ---Oh, we were in there from eight o'clock in the morning until five 


that evening. 


Pp -—--Every day? 

S ---Yeah. 

P ---Five days? How much did it cost you for the course? 

S ---At that time it cost me four fdfd/dd fifty or something like that. 
P ---Four hundred and fifty....for one year? 

S ---For tuition and all, you know, the whole... 

P --—-Was that winter and summer, the year around? 

S ---Yeah, yeah. 

P ---There is that much to learn in a barber school? 

S ---Oh, yes, oh yes....and then... 


Mary ---My brother went there too. (Aurel Barbat) 
P ---I didn't know it took that long. 
Ss ---And tben...I went a year and a half....I tell you why. I took the post- 


graduate....that's in masseuring, you know, massages, facials, and so on 
and this is what it took a little longer...and then I become a barber. 


P ---All right. Where was your place located? 

S —--My place....the first place was located 1919 Broadway (Indiana Harbor). 
P -—--When did you open it up? 

S -—-Well, itmust have been in 1921, when I opened up there. 

P ---How many chairs did you have? 

Ss ---I had three chairs, but just one chair working....pardon me...I had two 


chairs working, but.....ome guy says he's going. So I says, "Go ahead." 
Then I remained alone in the shop and....in 192.....I stayed there about 
four or five years.....four years. And then 1t was building up a place 
across trom there. Now over here I was doing a marvelous business and 
the place was awful...well, I mean a real old building and even the 
fixture was old because I bought the whole thing for a hundred eighty 
dollar....all the fixtures in there, you know. 


P ---O0h, you bought a barber shop? 


S$ -—-Yeah. 


Pp ---How much did you charge for services? 


$ ---At that time, seventy-five cents a haircut and was twenty-five cents 
for a shave. 


Pp ---And how many hours a day would you work? 


S ---Oh, I worked, I worked long hours. I worked from eight o'clock in the 
morning, sometime eight o'clock (evening) I'd still be there. 
P ---And that's every day? s ---Yeah. 
---Six days a week? 
S ---Yeah. And then later on.....prices went higher and.....but, like I say 
«oeenow I went.....-a corner, this corner here....across that kit..corner 


--I thought...I give them.....I spend $5000 on fixtures only. (He moved 
across the street to the opposite corner, diagonally). 


Pp ---You bought new fixtures? 


$ ---Bought brand new.....new store.....everything, you know.....beautiful. 
You know, I almost starved there. 


P ——--Why? 
Ss ---The people likes junky thing. 
P ---Maybe they thought you were too high. Wasn't that the reason why they 


wouldn't come? 


Ss ---I don't know. But I had the living people in city (all those living in 
the city)....into that junk place. All the....superintendent of the 
schools....all the schools....teachers....all the city officials.... 
all the...you know..and after I opened up in there (new place)...you 
know..+.esays "'Hello, Steve, Good luck, God bless you,'' but they never.... 
what they did, they come in and they just stuck their heads into it and 
never come back in there...because they thought I was get....trying get 
too high class....'cause I learned that later...yeah. 


So..then there...1 was just making expense....and pretty soon...when 
start going little better, you know, tne depression hit. And then when 
the depression nit...everybody was cutting hair 25¢. I said I won't 

do that. : 


So I paint a sign that big (about three feet x five feet)...and...big 
a number....50¢ a haircut. And I put one (sign) on each side of the 
window. And then....the supply man come, walk in. He says, "What the 
hell you doing? You drive yourself out of business. For God's sake," 
he says, "the whole city is on 25¢." 


"Well, I don't care about whole city, Lang. I don't care about whole 
city. I'm care for myself," I says. "I never watch other people's 
business. I got to watch mine, and that's all. I got one business 
to take care...." 


"Well,'' he says, ''Mark my word. You going to put yourself out of 
business." 


Well, then, he was wrong. 


Ss 


Mary 


---...because that's the time I was getting..really the cream of the 
customers in the East Chicago......they from all over East Chicago... 
the other side....the other side of East Chicago, you know...In Harbor 
and so on. The bankers....and everybody...all the city officials and 
all the superintendents, his assistants, general foremen....they all start 
coming because they hated to be seen in a 25¢ shop. They want....that's 
when I see.....I bought a new Oldsmobile then, in depression. 

--—-With the money that you made? 

---With the money, yes, yes. 

-—--How long does it take you to give a haircut? 

---Well, it took me, let me see. Now...you see...I would rather have you 
heard this from somebody else than me because if I tell you, you think 
I probably brag about it. 

---Not really, not really, because you're an amazing man. 

---Ah, a guy come in....I'm giving you just for an example. A guy come in, 
he says to me, "I know you're fast....but, please, get me out of here 
quicker than that.'' But I remember I got him out in six minutes (before) 
so this time I got him out in four minutes. 

---I don't believe it.....That's amazing! 

—--That's why they liked to go (to him) because he did it, you know. Many 
places they just, you know, clip their scissors and pretend they're 
giving you a...you know...a working over... 

---You ask....Now this guy, you know (him)....Romi Pantea. 

-—-Yeah e 


---You know, he start coming in there too. Ask him what kind of a barber 
I was. 


---Well, I heard about you....that you had a very good reputation, I heard 
that...but I'm just curious.... 


--—-Now, would you believe that I work on three customers at one time? 
Like doctor...in the office they have (to be) 


—--How can you? 
—--Well, I cut hair and I give massages to two guys.....facials... 


---0h, I see. And while they're resting...you're doing this other (one). 
All right. Now, you stayed in the barber business then, how long? 


---Up to 1965. 
---'Til 1965. 
----....forty-four years. 


---Now your shop... 


~~-Yeah (44 years). | 
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-—--'Till 1965...that's what I want. A,d were you in the same location or 
did you move again? 


---No, no, I was in same location, because later on, I bought the building... 
four-store building, I bought it so.... 


-—--But it's the same store that you had...where you spent the five thousand 
dollars? 


---Yes, yes. 

---You expanded too? ..because you went... 

---I expanded how? Where? 

——-Well, he had..you had...barbers working.. 

---O0h, yeah, I had three barbers working for me. 

---Yes ° 

---By the way, mention the barbers. We were asked for dinner once in Miami. 
She wanted to tell me a long time to take me...and she didn't have the 
courage....and we always, you know, thought that she's try to highhat 
us, you know. And it wasn't that. And she prepare one of the most 
wonderful fish dinner, and then, before we start eating...she says to me, 
"Steve, I want to thank you for what you did for us." 
I told her, "What the heck did I do?" 

---You don't remember? 


---Well, I put her husband...'cause he was a barber...I put the guy working 
in the shop and he made a living...and this is what.... 


---0h, when he needed a job, you gave him a job. 
---What the hell, it was during depression, you know. After all, like I say, 
everybody was cutting hair for 25¢. I put 50¢ and then my business start 


going so I put him to work too, and so on,...SO you Se€e..-. 


---Now, did you have your barbers working for you for a long time? 
These people.... 


---Oh, yes. I had them for a long time. in fact, one guy, when ne quit, 
i says, # said to nim, I said, "I'm so glad ‘cause I thought I had to 
burn the place down to get you out of here." 

---0h, this is fascinating. You never worked on women's haircuts? 

---Oh, yes. 

---That's what I thought. And Aurel did too, didn't he? 


--—-Aurel turned to be a hairdresser. 


S ---You know how Aurel started become a hairdresser? 
Pp ---Through you? 
5 ---l was the cause of it. jtecause he worked for me up in East Chicago, and 


the women come in and I put them on the chair, you know. Well, I guess 
the touch wasn't there (for Aurel), so he says.... I always had to 
finish them, you know. He (Aurel) says he though to himself, he told me 
this later after he become a beautician, ''One of these days I'm going 
to show you up.'' And he did, because, I tell you....Aurel is an artist. 
Well, he was, ‘cause I don't think he can do anything anymore. 


Mary ---Now he's blind. 
Pp ---No, I didn't know that. 


S ---Aurel was an artist on women's hair, really. And, in fact, he says 
some girl from Gary...had appointment when he was with Elizabeth 
Arden. Now that's a high place, you know, and....that guy's got a 
poor man's heart, you see. He says to her....no, not from Gary, from 
East Chicago (girl was from E.C.). 


He says, "Where you from, honey?" "East Chicago,"' (she answered). 


“Hommmm, and you come all the way here for service. Well, you know 
you got a man up there in East Chicago, he could outshow all of us 
here. Why don't you patronize him?" 


"Who is that?" 
"Oh, Steve." 


"Oh,'' she said, "I heard of him." 
"Well, you go there. He's in (gave address)." 


But at that time, I eliminate women...didn't want women no more in the 
shop. So, here she come. She won't take no...for an answer...you know.. 
for me. I said, "Im not doing it anymore,'' I says. "You want to have 

a blacksmith guy to cut you hair or something? That's the way about I 
am with you now.'' 


She sat there, and she come back. And I said, "I'm sorry but I can't do 
it."' And the reason I didn't do it...because the women were work up the 
trade so much with women that they come in with the knitting and crocheting 
and they didn't care how much ~-they wait. And I never have a chance 

to work on men anymore. The other barbers had to do. eseee always 
waiting for me, you know. And when depression come along....that's the 
first thing. The women stayed out of shop, you know. They didn't 

come back in the shop. So I says mo more. When they start building 

the business again, I don't want no women no more. And then I finally 
told Aurel, "Please don't do me favors. Let them go wherever they 

want to....don't send them to me." 


j 
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-—-You know, I want to tell you something, being that we talk about married. 
You know, I didn't want to get ‘married. 


---You didn't? 


---No, because....well, I says...what the heck. I want to make some money, 
and get a home and get this......and then I get married, you know. 


---Did you ever have any idea of going back to Romania? 
-—-Never! I love this country. This is my country. 
---You felt that way from the beginning? 


---Yes, from the beginning, yes. And where other country you go in there 
and do all this...get a job...? 


-——-I don't know. 


---Only in this country. I play the violin, and I never play the violin in 
my life. You believe that? 


---I find that hard to believe ‘cause that's a very difficult instrument.... 
---You know, Father eccccece 
---George? 


—--No, NO....--Mihaltian. He says to me, "Steve, we throwing a big thing. 
I got to have you band." 


"Okay, Father, but'' I says, "you got to have the day because I'm pretty 
well booked." 


He says, "I'll throw the....according to when you're not booked, so 
how's that?'' 


"Fine."' At the Auditorium, he, he usually....there's one thing about 
him....you got to give him credit. He played the violin, he instructed 
kids how to play...you know....the little play, and they sing and they 
dance... 

-—-"Teatru" (Program) 

——-Yeah, teatru, that's right. And he says, "You got violin player?" 
I says, "Sure, about four of them play violin." 
So, okay. You know, neither one of them wanted to go and play...... 
to second him? (Play second violin for him).So, he put the violin in 
my hand, the priest...... 

~--Mihal tian did? 


——-Mihaltian. And he says to me, "Just stay on that chord, and just second 
me, see?'' Everybody......"Look, Steve is even playing violin." 


---Well, you must have a marvelous ear for music....to be able to do things 
like that...to keep the tone.... 
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---Yeah. You know, but you know...I tell you....I think that was the hardest 
job I ever had in my life. 


---But you only did it once. 


--—-....because, after I done that, after I done that I was so stiff, I was 
dropping the drumsticks... 


---Well, you can't be stiff with a violin. You can't be because then you 
can't play. 
Oh, gosh, that's really fascinating. All right, now let's get back to 
when you got married. 

---When I got married. Then I say....depression come, and the bank took 
ten thousand eight hundred dollar out of my money saved....for the purpose 
«eeefor the purpose of getting married. 

---Oh, that's bad... 


---And you know, I got married broke. I got married in 1933 and I was broke. 
I had that little shop only. 


--—-Well, not only that. You had your mom... 


-——-I had my mom, my brother —— they were not working, you know. They were.... 
we all lived...up to what I was making there. 


---You were supporting the whole family? 

---The whole family...sure. 

---Your brother wasn't working either? 

---He wasn't working. 

---Was he married? 

---No, he wasn't married. 

——-Well, cement plant closed down the first because...who built anything 
or roads or anything? ... during the depression? They were the first 
ones to go....close, and he worked there, his brother. 

---And not only that, but that guy that I was telling you that played in 
the band first time...with him, you know, Sirbu, John Sirbu. I had to 
keep him on payroll. Every Saturday he used to come in and get four 
ddiar from me because that kept his family in bacon and bread. 

---I know. The depression was hard on a lot of people. 

--—-Yeah. 

-—-And with your barbershop you managed to keep all of this going? 

---Well, barbershop and the orchestra. 


---The music. 


---And the music, oh, yeah, you had the.... 
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---They..-had me going. I was...then our relatives and so on, they hadn't 
the money to pay the insurances. Who they hit? Steve....go to Steve. 


-—-Well, so you helped everybody? 


---I helped everybody, yes. Some of them appreciate and some of them 
think I'm.... 


---Did you get any of that money back? 

--—No 9 no. 

---That's usually the way it was. 

---I tell you what. I got money back. During depression, when I say 
I went...50¢ (when I went up to 50¢ while others went down to 25¢)... 
the kids, young people...they want to come to me and they say... 
father only give me 25¢ (to pay for haircut). 


"Sit over there and I'l] cut your hair." 


I cut his hair. '‘''Keep your twenty-five cents. Go to show. Buy 
yourself whatever you want to. You don't owe me nothing." 


And I done that with all of them. 
-—-With the children? 


---Wjth any.....grownups too, that, you know, that didn't have enough 
dough. Those guys kept track of it... cause I told them. "Don't 
hesitate come back....every time you need it....come back." 


And those guys...kept track of it. Ask her (pointing to wife Mary) 
Many time her and I was walk down the street. Guy said, "Psst," 
'cause...he don't want to....he says, ''Steve, I owe you some money." 


Because...they 'shamed of her, you know, bashful (they were embarrasseds 
in front of his wife to admit they owed him money). But he said, "Psst" 


and I stop, then he stick seven, eight dollars in my coat pocket. 
And that happen many, many times. 


---We'd go to show, and someone would come up to him and... 

---And you always knew who it was? 

---Oh, yes, oh, yes. 

-—-Well, I don’t have to mark them down because I never kept track of it. 

-—--But they did. 

-—--They did, yeah. 

--—-Well, that's marvelous. 

---What about....a guy come up to me. Well, I only knew him as Tony.... 
because I knew he was Italian. His name wasn't Tony, but I always 


call him Tony because he was Italian. Ad he had that broken Italian 
talking (manner of speech), you know. ”™ 
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---So he says to me....during depression..he says, ''Steve,"' he says, "I want 
five bucks. I want you to cut my hair and shave me and give me massage, 
but,"' he says, "I won't be able to pay because I'm leaving town. I'm 
going away." 


I says, "That's all right, Tony."' I give him the five bucks,shave him, 
I gave him the massage, and about....maybe five years later....a very, 
very dignified man come into my shop.....all white hair, and...... 
speaking....pronouncing the words beautifully...American, you know. 

He says, ''Mr. Barber,'' he says, ''I'm here to pay my debts." 

I say, "What debts?" I didn't recognize the guy. "What debts?" 


He says, ''I owe you money." 


I say, ''Look, don't be fool around with money because,'' I says, ''I might 


take it,'' I says, but. I was kidding, you know. I said, "Leave me alone.'"' 


"No, no,'' he said, "I want to pay you," he says, ''You know, many nights 
I slept and I wake up and I look up in the ceiling and I thought of you." 
He says, "If I only knew your address. I want to send you because," he 
says, "it's bother me. I owe you that money." 


Then he started laugh. He says, ''You remember the guy you used to 
call Tony?" 


Then I told him exactly the price, you know, so he pulled it out and 
paid me. You know, lot of things...... 


---Those things make you feel good, don't they? 
---Oh, sure. They's people, you know. 
---Yes, yes, that's true. People aren't bad. 


-—--No, no. But you know, you can't.....enmow how shall I say-..--you must 
do something good in order to receive. 


---That's right, that's right. 

---He always says that, you know, you have to give in order to receive. 

---That's true. Bread cast upon the waters....It works, it works that way. 

-—-It works that way. Many times...I was in a pinch....probably I made a 
bigger investment that what I should, you know, and things were turning 
the other way. And just at the time ‘when I thought, well, this is it, 
you know...something always come up. 


--—-And it worked out. 


---It worked fine. 


Mary 


---Now, when you got married, you had a church wedding, didn't you? 

---Yes. 

-—-No, we didn't have a church wedding. 

--—-It wasn't then? That independent guy? 

--—-Justice of the peace. 

---Oh, yeah. 

---'cause | don't remember a wedding for you. 

---No. Well, it was during the depression. 

---Oh, we had a wedding all right. 

-—--Well, my sister gave a dinner, you know. We had a big....well, like 
a party in Harbor, you know, but...I mean...it was such a depression... 
we wanted to have.......and then I don't know how many bands came 


and played. 


---I didn't even....I told he r...'"Don't do it'' because things.....people 
don't have money, you know. 


---My sister gave us this dinner.....in the hall on Guthrie Street, if 
you remember. 


---Then I had trouble with the bands. Every band in this locality...they 
all wanted to play. They all came up there to play, you know, so I had 
to divide them and (those) that couldn't play....didn’t have a hall (big 
enough) to play, you know. 

But we went the honeymmon....and I got five dollar left coming back 
on Industrial Highway. That's all I had...five dollar on me, and old 
jalopy. And when I got in front of the....how you call that place? 

---In Gary? 


---No, no, up here in Harbor. I was coming through Gary....I had two 
blowouts. 


-—--But it was Sunnyside there? 

-—-No. 

---Before you got there....on Fifth Avenue? 
—--No. 

—-—-On Cline Avenue, I mean Guthrie. 

---On Guthrie, yeah. 


---0Oh, in ‘Harbor then. 


---In Harbor yeah. 


$s 


Mary 


Mary 
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---And do you know something? I watk in....because theré's lot of shops 
there....rubber shops...tire shops....and I bought two secondhand tires 
and put it....five dollar......We got home, I didn't have (anything). 

---You were broke? 

--—-The shop was going because he had two guys working, kept it open. 


---That shop....you know....so you see...this is the (way things were). 


---You (to Mary) never had to go to work then. You stayed home all the 
time? 


---0Oh, I never worked. 

-—-Let's put it this way. She started to work, and not because she had to. 

---Oh, that was years back, after we lost our son. 

--—-Yeah, after we lost our son, she was....so, she wanted..... 

—--...-something to do. 

-—--And then Mary and George, when they got married, and they moved.... 
he was in service. They went to White Sands...Proving Grounds in 
Las Cruces in New Mexico. So, I was real nervous and the doctor 
said, "Go out and try to get something to get you out of the house." 
So I worked at Minas for....during the Christmas rush for about three 
weeks, you know. That's it. I could work steady ‘cause they called 
me back later, but he wouldn't approve of it. 


---You know Goldie, every time he sees her, he wants to tell her what kind 
of fellow I am. 


---0h, she don't know Goldie, so that's.... 

---Who's Goldie? 

---He used to live in Chicago. 

---...works for the tank....they used to build those tanks for gas.... 
---Graver Tank. 


---Graver Tank. Well, that guy traveled over the....not America....all 
over the Europe, yeah. 


-—-The world, he used to. 


-——-Yes, and he was one of the rough guy, you know, and his son, I mean, 
his cousin used to work for me in the barber shop. He used to come up 
there from Chicago, you know, and then, he tried to tell her, ''You 
don't know him when he was younger. You don't tell me. I know him...." 


EE 


STEVE ALMASON Page 31 


P 


Mary 


---All right. Now let's see....what organizations or what groups were you 
associated with as far as Romanian is concerned? 


---I belong to "Nicolae Iorga''....not for long. 

---You don't belong now? 

---No e 

---That's a society. 

---That's a club, yeah. Nicolae Iorga, and I ...when I attend several 
meetings and was arguments and fights and then I didn't go. I pay my 
dues, I didn't go and they come in and told me, ''Come back." 

So, I got up (at the meeting) and told them that that isn't the way to run 
an organization. Organization is not to fight and talk about ever ybody 
else, and you the only guy, you know, right. Everybody's right sometime 


and wrong many times, and I'm sorry, I can't take this. 


Why should I go up there and come home trembling because, you know, they 
call you (uncomplimentary names). I can't see this, so I ‘says, "Let it go." 


---Webbelonged to the Romanian Church. 
---Then what else did you belong to? 
——-Ah, the ehurgh. 

---Which church did you belong to? 
---St. George. 


---Well, I belong to...how it's called....St. New George (New St. George). 
But I made donation to...also the Catholic Church, Romanian Catholic Church. 


---But you were a member of the Romanian, of the St. George? 
-—-Yes. 
---You kept this membership going all the time? 
---All the time. 
---Until he retired. 
---From the time the church started...I mean, from the time you were working? 
---Since I was a kid. 
Since 
---You were little and now you belong over here? (In Merrillville) 
---In Gary. 
---You transferred over here? 


---Now, did you belong to other organizations or any other groups? 


---I belong to the Moose. I don't belong there no more. 
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S ---Then I belong to American Federation of Music. I don't belong there no more. 
I belong to the Master Barber Association. I still belong there. But to 
join the Barber Association....union....I just didn't pay no more. I just 
decided....I dropped it. 

Mary ---(he dropped it) about a month ago. 


Pp ---You closed the shop, I think I have that, the year you closed the shop.... 
1965...-that's what this is. 


S --—-Yeah. 


Mary ---That's when you retired. 


Pp ---Now, with your family, did you speak Romanian or did you speak English 
or how? 

S ---I spoke both languages...with my family. 

Mary ---Not too much Romanian to the kids. 

S ---When the kids were small, she says to me, "Don*t talk too much 


Romanian with them because they'1] get that....accent....but now...."! 


Mary --——-Not that | ere just Gan tixcooss 


P ---All right, but with your sister and your brother, you spoke Romanian? 

S —--Romanian, yeah. 

P ---Do you still speak Romanian with them? 

S$ ---...bring up that the other day. We was talking American. She (sister) 
says ‘Why don't you speak your Romanian 'cause,"' she says,''you know how 
to speak." 


Sure I know how to speak Romanian but it's easier to speak (American). 
P ---It's easier because it's so many years. 


S ---Yeah, it's easier..you know, it's not that you're going to put off, but 
you forget words, you know.... 


P ---It doesn't come as easy. 


Ss ---And little by little...now, like my wife here...she's a very good 
Romanian speaker, and sometimes she can't talk. 


Mary ---It seems like, when there's someone that I know is a much better speaker, 
you know, I don't know....I'm hesitant about speaking in Romanian, you 
know. 


P ---You get tongue-tied. 


Mary ---That's right. 


P ---All right. Now I'm also interested in the education.....well, the boy, 
the boy died...how old was he.....only about? 


P ---Twelve. So he was just in school. 
P ---Did Mary Elaine ever show any interest in going on to college? 


Mary ---Well, the reason she didn't is 'cause we had lost my son, you know, a 
few months or so....shortly...but.maybe six months before she finished 
school and I had nervous breakdown. She couldn't leave me. So that 
way she just went to work and she started to work at the....what was that now 
the....car shop that was close to... 


$ ---American Car Shop...on Washington. 


Mary ---So she'd walk and she'd come home for lunch and see that I was okay. 
And that was one of the reasons she didn't go to school, because I was sick. 


S ---She was already sign up.... 
Mary ---Mainly she didn't because I was sick. 


P ——— he stayed with you and then she met George and then she got married. 
All right. 

Mary ---There was....oh, yes...at Nancy's wedding....his cousin's daughter... 
granddaughter got married. In fact, her picture is in tonight's paper. 
They had it (wedding) at Wicker Park, and they had a big band, you know. 
like his band was. In fact, they only had...what...nine-—piece and 
they (Steve's band) had about two more in Johnny Kay's band.......when it 
started.....a regular big orchestra. And I sid to the girls (her two 
granddaughters) that evening, 'cause they had these two bands, I said, 
"This is the kind of band grandpa had, and "I said, "it was beautiful." 
And it just brought back memories.... 


s —--..+.that many people come up to me and they said... 

P ---And they recognized you? 

$ ---Oh, yes, oh yes. 

Mary ---That was the only time, because we never, you know,.... 

S ---You know, they hug me, just like they.... 

P ---Well. You mean those musicians are still playing, or they've all 
retired? 

S ---Well, I don't know. I don't keep track of it. I don't know. 

Mary —--Some...some have. Now, like Johnny Kovach died young. John Saproni... 


I don't know, is it still going now? You know, how.... 


s ---He's still goes under the name ot Johnny Kay whenever he books a job. 
Saponi is his name. 


5 ---(If the mailman responds affirmatively) ‘''Yeah''.....they follow him. 
By the time he (mailman) reached my house, there be ten, twelve people 
there. 


"Da—-mi doi gretari pentru sare" (Give me two cents for salt). 
"Da-i trei gretari pentru gas la oil lamp." (Give him three cents for 
fuel for the o1]1 lamp. Probably said "lampa'', not oil lamp). 


Give me....give me....so, you know, those are the things that were there then. 
P --—-And you gave them the money? 


S ---Oh, yes, oh yes. Because....I want to tell you one thing. When I left 
Europe....that station was.....-more people at that station than anybody 
that ever left Sighisoara. Sure I did. Well, what else did I have to 
do, you know, with the money, you know? So, sure. Everybody came to 
the station....crying..... 


"S3 duce baiatul.....sa duce. D-ar are sd fie un tarmer mare acolo.... 
sa tace un tarmer....'' (He's going......the boy 1s going. But he will 
be a rich farmer there.....a gentleman farmer.'' (Probably they said 
"domn'' for "farmer" and ''domn mare'' for gentleman farmer )-— 


os 
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Mary ---Mom died when I was only six, you know, and my dad never really spoke too 
much about that. 


P ---After your mother died, how did...you lived with your sister....Was your 
sister that much older that she could take care of you? 


M ——-Well, no. We lived...I was home with my dad until my sister got married. 
And she got married kindof young. She was about seventeen when she got 
married. And then off and on I come to Harbor to stay with her, and then 
I'd go back home, you know. 


P ---But, I mean, you said your mother died when you were six. Who raised 
you wben you were that little? 

M ---My father. 

P ---Your father did it by himself? 

M ---We raised each other. My sister, let's see....I was six, my sister 


was thirteen, and my brother was eleven.....when my mother died. So, 
we kind of......dad always had a good job, you know, we always had a 
nice home, you know. 


P ---But he always lived in Gary? 


M ---Yes, we moved to Harbor a couple of times, but just for short periods. 
After my sister had the children, you knww, and things got kind of tough 
for her and we moved in to help them along then, and naturally my dad 
didn't like it and so.....we came back, you know, but.....the early 
part of my life we lived in Gary until I got married. Oh, I left 
before I got married..... 


P ---Did you graduate from high school? 


een 
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ary ---No. 
P ---I didn't think so. How much education have you had? 
Mary -—-Tenth grade. I was sixteen when I quit school. 
Pp ---What do you mean, you left before you got married? 
Mary ---Well, I....my brother got married in Chicago, and I went and I stayed 
with him for awhile. I'd come home on week-ends. And I went up there 


and I worked in Chicago and lived with Aurel and Helen, my sister-in-law. 
Then, on week-ends I'd come home. 


ee en a een en me 


Mary —-—-...came to church. 


P ---That's why I associate him (Mihaila Barbat, her father) with Gary. 
he came back here. 

Mary --—-he didn't ever give up, you know. 

S ---He always stayed as a member in church (in Gary). 

P -—--He was always a member of the church in Gary, and he was always a 


member of the society (Treicolorul Roman) and....was he also in the 
Democratic Club? 


Mary ---Yes. 
P ---Now, when you were in Gary, what were you in? Were you in the "Pui de Lei?" 
Mary ---Oh, yeah. "Pui de Lei'' and I was in the society when I was...before I 

was sixteen. Then, when I was sixteen, we transferred over to the adults, 


you know. But I always kept my membership. I still am....a member of 
the Society in Gary. 


P --—-The Treicolor? 
M -—-Yes. 
P ---Are those the only groups that you belonged to now? The church and the... 


Mary —--....and the church...and that's all. 


P ---You were never in the Reuniunia (Ladies Auxiliary)? 

M ---Well, I was a member here too, but I was a member in East Chicago.... 
in Harbor, you know....at the Carmen Sylvia. 

P ---When you lived there you were a member? 

M ---When I lived there. 

P ---Now, those were the only Romanian organizations you've been in? 


M —-Yes. 


Las We 
~ 
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P -—-(Your daughter, Mary Elaine) graduated from what school? 


---Washington (in East Chicago). 


-—-Now, I file for....the paper in 1921....because I was of age to file for, 
you understand. And every time I went for....examination or whatever 
they call it....they turn me down because they....couldn't find me enter 
into the country. 


P ---And...you were sick for a year, and they couldn't find it? 


S ---So, then I told them....second time I went there, I told them about 
sickness and so on. They couldn't find it. But anyhow, in 1933, they 
ask her... 


Mary -—-No, it was later I think. 
S ---Huh, later? 
Mary ---Wasn't it? Much later on. 


$ ---But each year I was before the judge, you know, before the examination, 
you know, the investigators and so on.....and every time I went down there, 
they turn me down because they can't find me. 


So, one time....one smart aleck, you knew, he says to me, He says, ''Mr. 
Almason, I'm going tell you a story.'' So, okay, go ahead and tell me a 
story. 


He says, ‘Your father was a very shrewd man. He brought you brother in 
this country with passport. [hen ne mail that passport back to you and 
you came with his passport and that's why we.....so, therefore, you enter 
in the country.....unlegal....." 


Well, I saw red. Ohhhhhhhhh, I saw red when he say that! I say, "You, 
you're a dummy. You're not here to tell me story. You here to listen to 
my story. What the hell do you think? You gonna make me sweat like 
those people over there?'' Never in your life. Because you know, people 
are scared, you know. The....fright....oh, terrible....and I felt sorry 
for them, you know. 


And you know who was my witness? Steve Constantine and Walter Jeorse. 
You know what Steve Constantine said to Walter Jeorse after I got through 
with that guy? He said, "'this guy'll never get it." 


So I said, "I don't want to waste my time with you. I want you to get me 
the chief, the guy's over you.'' Now I got him nervous, you seg, so he 
went, and he told the guy (his superior). The guy was in a private office. 
The guy stick his head and said, "Mr. Almason,"' but a big smile on him. 

"IT want to talk to you." 


I went over there. He said, "I understand you hada little misunderstanding 
here.'' I said, "Look, I'm not here for him.sito tell me stories. He's here 
to listen to my story."' Then, my file was that high in front of the guy. 
He don't give up, see. 


- 
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Mary 


---He says ''No.'' He says, "Well, can you prove it that you never left the 


country since June, no, July | of 1921?'' I says, "Sure, I'll try to prove 
it,'' because I never left the country, you know. 


So, I went to the....how am I gonna.....? So I went to the bank, and the 
cashier over there, I know him real well. I said, "Joe, ~'m in trouble.'' 
He says, "What kind of trouble."' I says, "now they're going along with 
me. They worked up a record of my own here, and they give me the paper, 
but I have to prove that I never left the country." 


He says, 'Well, that's easy done.'' So, he called his secretary. 

"To Whom It May Concern: Mr. Almasor’s been here....he started a bank 
account with us in 1919 or 1921, and ever since the balance was very 
satisfactory, and we came in contact with him each month and so on.... 

He never left the country." 

I ttok that to him (at the immigration office). ''Marvelous"....the chief. 
But that cost me ten dollars extra because they had to make my story from 
here, you know, not from Europe. I paid him. 


And then I says to him, "'Look,"' I says, "Ive been just thinking. Now 
you got 'Stefan'....it might have been 'Istvan'.....cause Hungarian 
was ruling the country then, you know''....and you know .... 


---That's what it was? 

--—-Instead of "Stefan" it was  ''Istvan.'' 
---They found it! 

---And that was all the trouble? 

---That was the whole thing. 

---Isn't that something! 


---But when I went before the judge, that judge didn't ask me one question. 


Not one question. He asked my witness, but not me....not one question. 


Mary 


S 


Mary 


---we'd come from a dance in Gary, and we'd have some of our relatives from 


Harbor come to our dance and we wouldn't even go to sleep. We'd take the 
4 o'clock street car back to Harbor....and then we'd go to sleep at my 
aunt's house, and on Sundays we'd go to church there. We'd go to the 
dance (Sunday evening), and then we'd come home Sunday night. 


---...street cars were running.... 


---we were always...there was something going on every week-end. It wasn't 


like later on in years, you know....when we were growing up, we were.... 
we had a real good time because we had something going on all the time. 


Se 


S 
Mary 


S 


---but those days, they used to hire band...for funeral. 


-—--Yeah, they used to play....at the church.... 


—--and it was nice, you know, it was nice. 
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Mary -—-They used to march...you know, walk....to the church from the house.... 
‘cause they used to keep them (deceased) in ‘the homes. 


s -—-They was playing funeral marches, and then I got a guy from Chicago, he 
was ringing the bells, you know, in the band.....not bells, because he 
had something... just like a bell, you know....and that....oh, went over 
big....and it was nice. 
Only time I thought it was awful....when a Greek president at church 
came to me. He says, ''Steve, you fix me up with a band...the best band 
you can put up together." 
"Why you tell me?! 
He says, ''You gonna play for the funeral of Jesus Christ." 

Mary ---You know, on Good Friday, they had actually a.... 


P ---On Good Firday, tor caster....tor the Greek Churcn? 


Mary ---Yes. Friday nignt they were going to have the funeral. They had a 
regular parade....the Greeks.... 


s ---But I couldn't....I told them I'm busy that night. This is too much. 


Mary ---They used to make a big thing of it, the Greeks. Most of them are big 
business(men) you know. They have a lot of money. 


$ ---He didn't ask me anything. He says the best. Never mind the price, he 
SayS.e.e..the best. I didn't have the heart to do that....because I 
didn't think it was..... 
P ---I didn't know they did that. 
P ---Do you remember the ''Pui de Lei?'' What they used to do? Tell me what 
| they used to do. 
Mary ---Well, we used to have meetings. It's just like the AROY'S...you know...it 
was just our community in Gary, you know. We used to sing in the char. 
We would do things for the church.....and Parintele Trutza..... 


P ---Like what kind of things? 


Mary ---Well, any little thing. We used to help them at the banquets and serve.... 
and different things....just like the AROY. 


Ss ---And they kept the youngsters together that way. 


e ---I know, but I want her to specify what they did. Now, didn't you have 
socials? What kind of socials? 


Mary ---Oh, yes. We used to have socials under the church, you know, where we 
would serve, you know, cakes and different.....and coffee....and stuff. 
And many times, Mrs. Magurean would even make, you know, a dinner for 
uS..--and the coffee....she helped us an awful lot. 

P ---This is Vasile Magurean's wife? 


Mary -——Yes. 


* ~~ 


. 
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P 


Mary 


Mary 


---You were in teatru? You were in plays too, teatru? (short programs 
which usually preceded a dance). 


-—-Yes, we used to have "'teatru''....we were......-busy doing something 
all the time. That's right. 


Now, people, when they organized the church and society....now I was 
baptised in the Russian Church because we didn't have a church. See, 
I was sixty-four last Sunday, and the church was....(There may not have been 
a priest available then). 
--—-1908 was when it's supposed to have started. 


---But i was baptized in the Russian Church because they didn't have a 
church. But they must have been organized, you know, just as a group, 
because....even with the society....there was seven people, I think, 
that organized it . 

-—--Was your father one of them? 

---—Yes, he was one. 

--—-Yes. So, but I mean those people worked hard, and they built the hall 
and everything. Because we always had everything in Gary. As mucl: as 
people in Harbor always kind of looked down on Gary....I know because 
I lived there, and I had to swallow a lot of things, but they were never 
as well off as the Gary group because we always had a beautiful hall... 
and everything. 

(In Harbor) there was a hall, but it was privately owned by Micu and the 
other one was owned by the Club Politic....wasn't it....the one on 
Guthrie Street? 

---Yeah. 

---As far as the Romanian churches, they newer had a hall. 

---Well, later on, I think they....Clubul Nicolae Iorga got it. 

--—-They bought ‘tscecOn Guthrie.... 

---Yeah, and they sold it and divided the money. 

---(Gary)..they had to really struggle to build these things.....the hall 
and the church and everything. Afterwards...if they go a couple of 
blocks, they want to be paid for it, you know...in later years. 

—--Lot of good people work for nothing. 

---Like now, again they're like that. They're trying so hard to donate 
so much of their time and they're going out on their own...but there 
for a period of time, they wouldn't do nothing without being paid for 
it, you know. 

---They didn't have a goal to work for. 


---No, where now they have again. 


od 


7 
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5 ---(Talking about a fund raising event)...like this, two of them, sandwiches 
piled all the way up... 


Mary -—-It was all donated. 


P --—-All the food was donated. 
Mary ---Drinks and everything. 
S ---Yeah, all the dinks and so on. In fact, I thought, at least four, five 


thousand dollars, you know, because everything was donated...hall was... 
P ---Was this supposed to be for the Romanian people and only them? 


S —--Romanian....to buy a home for the Romanian people, old people, you know, 
the people that are not capable to fend for themselves....and.... when 
I went there to the meeting.....They "da darea de seama'' (accounting) 
seven hundred dollars! Where in the hell all that money went to? I 
was so mad, I says, ‘Don't bother me no more. Don't ever come up to 
me for anything because I'm through." 
a ccnentmnenme 


$ -——-(Reference to World's Fair in Chicago in 1933)...in 1933....to put a 
band for the Romanians to parade...all the societies....to parade 
down into the (mall).....at Romanian Day. 


P ---At the World's Fair? 

S ---So, I thought that was all right. 

Mary ---And they had the convention...the Union and League.Convention.... 

S ---I put in 56-piece band....and one guy from the World's Fair, after the 


parade, he was supposed to go (to) north side where they had all Masons 
++ebecause that where was the dances too, you know....one guy from 
Chicago....-he says, "Mr. Steve, I pay for every body in the band to go 

the north side on elavator.'' So, he spent $5.60....but, you know, I 

thought that was very nice of him to do that. (Band rode the "EL" at °10¢ each). 


P ---That was a lot of money in those days. 


Mary ---Yeah, but the organization...didn't they....they hired the bus that 
took the band? 


Ss -——-No, not the bus. We went on...the...the bus was.... 


Mary ---From Harbor, you did. 


S ---We hired the bus (from Harbor to the Fair). 
M --—-It was Lugojan's bus. 
) ---Yeah, that I had to pay, that I had to pay on. From the Fair grounds to 


the Masons (we went by"EL" train). 


. ee 
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Mary 


===But theg to show you, everybody was fighting because..... n 
"Nicolae Iorga a fost odata membru acolo. Ei sa fie langa banda. 
Speranta, ei sa fie ca ei is din Chicago." 
(Members of the Nicolae Iorga Society thought they should be next to the 
band because Nicolae Iorga was once a member or their organization. Members 
of "Speranta'"' felt they should be next because they were from Chicago and 
the Fair was in Chicago, etc.) 
There was argument..was almost fight there. 

---...which one (group) should be in back of the band. 


---Then I says, "Listen, get back, the way you’re supposed to because," I 
says, I'll pull the band out of here." 


---That was really nice.....that was in 1933..... 

---Were you in that dancing group that performed at the World's Fair? 
—--No. 

-—-—-Were there any Gary people in that group? 

---I don't think so. 

——-Well..... 

---It was the Harbor group that performed? 

---It was more or less the Chicago..... 


---Chicago, because...see, it was Chicago day out there....Romanian Day 
but Chicago had .... 


---It was all Chicago's arrangements. Harbor didn't have anything to do 
with it. 


---Then Gary didn't have any representation? 


-——No, they had delegates......e. 


STEVE AND MARY ALMASON nan 


M+see]laneous information 
ee 


Steve, born June 2, 1899 
Mary Barbat, born Sept 25, 1912 


Mary's father - Mihaila Barbat - also from Sighisoara 
When he first came here, he had to live in a tent before he built 
a house in Glen Park 
mary is a twin — she was born first — twin died. she had a lot otf trouble getting 
her birth certiticate 


mary and Steve were married in 1933 - 
Tney nad two children - mary Elaine, presently married to George Ross and motner 
ot two daughters, Sherri and Susan 
Steve Junior, known as Butch who died of leukemia at age 11. 


Steve had three close calls with death - 


1. When he was five years old, he was playing in water next to a well 
on a low slope. An oxen came to drink. With its horns, picked little 
Steve up and tossed him in the well. The other children around couldn't 
reach to help him. A man came to get water and he got the child out. 


2. When he worked in the steel mill on the rolls, his pant leg got caught. 
As it tore, it rolled over the roll, pushing him toward the roll. 
When they got tbe roll stopped, his pants were completely torn off 
but he was unhurt. 


3/ He got lockjaw on board ship while coming to the United States. 


[A AUKELIA KANUEA interviewed April 5, 1977 
JENNY KANUEA CRISTEA ANT1bBUS ) By Pearl Mailath 


en a a ee ee ee ree ne ce ee ee ee mae et ee ee ae ee ee ee ae nee et ee ne ee ee ee eee ane ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee a ee 


ny -~-My father came from Serata. 

---UO you know where tnat is? What province? 
---Gosh, I couldn't tell you. 

---what is your fatner's name? 

—-Andrei Kandea. 


---Uo you know whether he caine from Ardeal? Transylvania? Was he in Austria- 
tiungary? Was ne in Bihor? Banat? 


=---iio, he wasn't from Banat. it must have been the first one you said? 
--——binor? 


=—-Yeah, | think so. 


ay -——-but the name was Serata? (Village) Wid your mother come from the same place? 
= ---NO, my mother came from Arpasul de Sus . 

ee -—-What is that province, do you know? well, let's go back to your father then. 

= Uo you know when he came? 

oP 

Bad =——-He came to America in 1912. 

ns 

<F ---And where did he ....Uhio somewhere? Ur rennsylvania? 

= 2 7 

Eh: ---Nio, because I was born in St. Louis, Missouri, so it must have been somewhere 
pg around there..e.eeclose to St. Louis, Missouri. 

— =seeee1 think it was Bukovina because that's the name of the city he always was 

= talking about. 

a ---Well, that's the province. That's a large province. You think he came from 


g Bukovina? 
od -—-Yeah, I think so. 


-P -=-All right, but you don't know exactly where he....did he go directly to 
Missouri, do you know? 


—o, no, no. I think it was in Cleveland...somewhere in Uhio. 


=-=He went to Ohio first? 


-——-Yeah, I think so. Because that's where he met my mother. 
---Well, where did he work? Uo you know where he worked? 


_ s=-Well, he worked in...let's see what town was that....'cause I know, see, 
we moved so many places. because I remember my mother telling me I was borne. 

my brother Andy and I were born in St. Louis, Mjssouri. And then we moved to 

Madison, illinoisy~and from there we moved to Granite City, Illinois. 
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—--but before your father was married...eeene came here as a young man. Uo you 
Vo you know about how old he was? 


-——--He was about twenty-four. 

---Uh, he was that old. Uo you know why he came to the United States? 
---te come to the United States to get a job. 

---To make money. 

---Yeah. 

---Uid he have intentions of going back? 


---I don't know if he did or not because he never mentioned it. 


——————— 
J ~--.+sebecause I know my mother used to take his lunch in a bucket, you know, 


when she was pregnant with my brother, Andy, she used to tell useeeetake his 
lunch to him. They didn't live so far from where he worked. 

---When were they married, do you know? 

---They were married in 1913. 

---When did your mother come, do you know that? 

---iy mother came.s.s.e..esame year that my dad did. 

---But they didn't know each other? 

---NO. 

---They met over here? 

---They met over here in the United States. 

---why did your mother come? 

---Well, she was married in Europe, and she had a little boy but she was forced 
into that marriage, you know. And she never stayed with him. She only was 
married and stayed one night and she went back home to her mother. Well, she 

got pregnant in that night. And then she stayed with her mother and father 
until the boy was seven years old. And there was a group of people coming to 
the United States. And that's why she came. 

---Vid she bring the boy with her? 

=--ii0, he stayed with her mother because they were old and she left him with them. 


~--He never came.seeslater? Is he still living? 


---tie never cafe. io, he died. but his wife, 1 don't know if his wife is living 
now, but he had four children. i remember that...he had four children. 


---Now when your mother came, where did she land, do you know? Where did she live? 
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: —--Probably in Cleveland, because that's where tney met. 
=——-Uo you know what kind of work she was doing? 


---She never worked here. 


eh aie i 


P ---She never worked? 
J ---iio, because she met my dad and they got married....soon after she got here. 
| p ---About how old would she have been then? 
| J ---She was twenty-four too. 
| Pp --—-They were both twenty-four? And they got married, evidently, right away? 
J -—-Yes, soon after that because my brother was born 1914. 
Pp -—-So they were married in 1913 and your brother Andy was born in 1914. 
J --—~Yean. 
P —-You don't know if they lived very long in Cleveland? 


_=—-No, they didn't live very long (in Cleveland) because he got another job and 
then, ...eehe went....they moved to St. Louis. 


——-tiow long did they stay in St. Louis? 


ba) qe 


J -———'Till after I was born. 

P -—-About how long would you say, two years? What year were you born? 
J ——-Let's seee.see1 was born in 1910. 

P ---And after you were born, did they leave St. Louis? 


J -—-Yeah, ‘cause they moved to Madison, IIllinois, because my brother Johnny was ee 
born in Madison. And my sister was bonn in Granite City, Illinois. 


P --—-You don't know where your father worked during those periods? «.+..too much? 


d -—-i know he worked on the railroad. I used to listen to him talk to my mother... 
he used..ethat he worked on the railroad. 


P ——-Would that be the reason he moved to different cities....from one dity to.... 
he was going with the railroad? 


J -——-Yes, uh-huh. 
P -—-Well, that makes sense. 
J ——— 220 1925.-2.We moved to Indiana Harbor.....'cause..he heerd...ehne had a relative 
that lived in Indiana Harbor, and they used to write toone another, and he toid 
my dad to come on down because he could get a job at the cement plant (Atlas Cement 
Company). 
BS _=-—-Uh, the Buffington...(Universal Atlas Cement Co, Buffington plant) 


=—--Yeah. 
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=——-S0, my dad packed us all up on a train and we moved to Madisoneeeeech, to 
indiana Harbor. 


oe -—-That was wéth four children? 

J --—-Yeah. My sister was a baby. 

P -—-She was a baby when you came. And tnen yau lived in Harbor after that? 

‘J ---Yeah. 

P ---You never moved away from there? 

J ---No, they never moved away from Harbor. You see, my oldest brotner was a twin. 


Yeah, he died when he was four months old....efour weeks, rather, not four months. 
After he was baptized, he caught pneumonia, and they used to....they took him 
in those open cars, you know, to get him baptized. He caught a cold and from 
that it developed into pneumonia, and he died. 

Pp ---I see. 

J ---The twin died when he was a baby. 

Pp ---Andy's twin died? 

J ---Yeahe I got another brother named Johnny. 

P ---That's your younger brother? 

J ---Yeah. 

P -—--Uo you remember anything about their early life in Harbor? 

J ---Well, they ran a boarding house. My mother kept boarders. 


P —--Uo you know how many she had? 


J ---She never had more than four. 
P —--And taking care of the children also? 
J ---Yeah . 


P ---And your father worked at Buffington? 


Si ---You mean, after we came to Harbor? They never kept....1 think she had only... 
just....two boarders...when we moved to Alder Street. but that's the only ones 
I remember here.e.suntil us kids got bigyer. Then she didn't have any more 
boarders. But, I mean, when we were small, she had boarders. 


#,: ---Before you came to Harbor now, she had boarders? 
| J ——-Yeah. 
P ——-..2.in the different places where you lived? 

J —--Yeah. 


~--l see. But where did your father work when he came to Harbor, then? 


aawAt the Buf fimton seeee 
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| -—--All the time? 

---iio, he worked there for, i don't know how many years, and then from there, he 
started working at the Standard Forgings, there on Watling Street. emember 
where that is? 

-—-And then did he stay there the rest of his life? 

-—Yean, he stayed there until he died. 

---when did he die? 

——-tie died in i944. tie died June the 10, 1944. 

-—-All right. Then, he didn't retire from his job. He just died on the job? 

---Yean. He died on the job. Because he was only fifty-five when he died. 

---i see. Then what did your mother do after that? 

——-She justesselived with my brother and my sister....my brother Johnny. 

--—-When did she die? 

---She died in 1964. She died here in Gary. She died July 14, i964, 

---What was her full name? 

——-Her name was Eva Nan.eetva Nan. 


—--Evaeeeeand she's from Arpasul de Sus. Uo you know, did they have a large 
wedding? 


---They never hadeeseethey just got married..ae,she wasn't a bride. 
---Uh, they never had much of a ceremony. Just aseee 

---Just an ordinary wedding. 

---They were married by a priest? 

w--eeesby the priest, yeah. 


~--At the cement factory, he was only working two days a week. But he was too 
proud to go, you know, to the city for help. 


---This was during the Vepression? 


---Yean. And we lived on beans and cabbage and homemade bread. We never went 
hungry, but he would never go and get help. 


---well, that was typical of the Komanian peopie. 
---Yeah. 


~--Uid you speak Romanian in the house ali the time? 


-—-Yeahs 


——-Ail of the children spoke omanian? 
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——-All of us. Then we went to school, then we taught my mother and dad how to 
talk American. because they used to talk Komanian all the time. 


-—--Uid you go to Komanian school? 


3 ---Yeah, i went to Komanian school. 

| P -—-How long did you go and how often did you go? 

| 

x ---Umimm, i think it was every day during the summer time, we used to go. 
| P ---iiot during school year? 

| J —--UN, NO. 

| P -—-Just in the summer time. 

| J -——Just in the summer time. 

Pp ——-And who taugnt you? 


J -——-(Fr) Mihaltian. 


church. kemember the one on Elm Street, you remember it? Uh, no, you're from 
Gary. I forgot. 


| P ---You belonged to his church? 

| J ---Yeah, I belonged to his church, of course, at that time. 

| P ---Your parents did too? Were they members all the time? 

J —--Yes, yeSee.euntil Fr. Uennis becamse Catholic priest. Then we joined Fr. Uennis' 


| P ---I don't know that one... 
= —--He died. And then when we came to Gary, .s..iy mother moved to Gary. 
P -—--when did your mother move to Gary? 


od ---iiow, let's see. After my dad died. It would be ‘44. She wouldn't stay in that 
house, there. 


P ---You owned that..e.she owned that house? 


J ---No, she lived in rent. .«e.e.'cause see, I was aiready married then. And 
then she moved to Gary. She moved in Mrs. Novac's place, up there on....Jackeon. 


---I stayed home....1 mean.e.eeyou know, he never used, of course, he never used to 
work us kids. 


P ——-He was good to you. 


---Yeah, he was good to us. And around the holidays, we used to have a lot of 
people in. They used to...he used to like to play cards. He had a lot of 
people coming over. They used to play cards, and we'd go visiting other peple 
when we were small. And they'd play cards there. They were card bugs. 


ENNIE KANDEA CRISTEA ANTIBUS Page 7 
-——-id your mother play cards too? 

---Yeah. 

---What kind of games did they play? Uo you know? 

--—-Pinochle.e 

—-0h, really? And what did you kids do? while the grownups were playing cards? 
---We'd play with their kids. 

---U0h, just the kids would play. 

---Could your mother and father read and write? 


---iy mother didn't know how. My dad knew how to write and read. My mother 
didn't know how to read or wtite. Because she didn't.ces- 


@-<She didn't go to school? 

---No, because they needed her around the farm. 

—-Do you know how far along in school your father went? 

---I think just one years 6ut he knew enough to know how to read and how to write. 
---tiow about in the United States? Did Neeesee. 

---He knew how to read the American paper. 

---He could read the American paper? 

---Uh-huh. He learned that. 


---That's self-taught, I presume. 


-—-They used to talk....they used to shag us kids out of the room. 
---I mean, the kind of talking they would do with the children. 


---They used to tell us how they used to live in Europe. How they had to work 
and how they had to get up in the morninge. 


---They both came from villages.e..so they were both country peopleeesepeasants. 

---Yeaii.. peasants. 

-—-She used to carry this lunch bucket, you know, carry it to work where he «e. 
And I remember, she was telling, she was pregnant with my brother Andy...with 
the twins..-eand she used to take him the bukket. The guys could see heres. 
coming you know. She must have got labor pains. She stopped right there on the 
tracks. The guys had to rush to her....take her home. 

---That's when she had the babies? 


=--She had the babies right after that. 


_m--iiow, this was in St. Louis? 
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——-Yeaheeefrospect Hill, St. Louis, Missouri. 

---That's where they lived? 

---Yese 

——-.e.cvery day, because, you know, they never carried a bucket. She never lived 
too far from where he worked, so she just took it hot to him. Fix it hot and 
take it to him. 


-——ind wait while he ate it and then take it beck. 


=——-Uh-huh. Well, they used to go.ssee.to thess.they called them saloons at that 
time, you know, with the bucket with tne beer. Carry the beer home. 


=-—-That was like a lard bucket. 

-—-Yeah, one of those round.eewith handleee.ethey used to go down there, get it 
full of beer, take it home. 

---instruments to play, you know....centertain them when they were younger. 

---Vid your parents play any instruments? 

a——-NO. 

-—--Ur could they sing? 

---i don't remember my mother sing or not, I don't know. 

---what do you mean, they'd come with instruments? 

——-You know, like, ViolinseeseeyOU KNOWseece 

—--Wasn't that for special days? 


---well, certain days, yeah, where they used to come at Christmas...Christmas tve. 
They don't do that no more. 


-—-Uuo you remember the names of some of those people who came to play? 

---No. I don't remember any of them. 

——-in Madison, illinois, I remember...well, I'li tell you when we lived in Granite 
City, first, when i was real littie. I was three years old. And my brother 
took a cigar from one of the boarders.esesmy brother Andy, and he went in the shed 
and he lit its -He was smoking it. And I ran and told my mother. Alid he threw 
it behind.eeeea bunch of stuff there, and it caught on fire. It Burned the shed 
down, and my dad gave him a licking. 


Then another time he tried to cut my fingernails with a razor blade. He about 
cut the tip of my finger off. 


---why was he doing that? 
—--He wanted to cut my fingernails. 


—--Oh, just to pe eee _ fingernails. 


s--Just to. ‘cut my fingernails. Iwas little. And he got a licking for that. 


Se ee Ae a ED ans Ce ee ee tS 
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---My dad chased him all over trying to find him. He was in a bunch of weeds. 
When we lived in Madison, Illinois, I was a little bit bigger. And I wanted to 
play ball with him and his friend. He wouldn't let me. So I took the ball away 
from them and ran. And he picked up a rock, and he threw it. He hit me in the 
back of the head, busted my skull. tie got a licking for that. 

---it seems that he was always getting into trouble. 

---..outside toilets...we never had a toilet in the house. 

---when did you first have the bathroom inside? In Harbor? 

---when we came to Indiana Harbor. We never had toilets in the house before that. 

---Uo you remember your first impression when you saw the bathroom? 

-—-Yeah, because I didn't know how to use it. We lived right next door to Jay 
Turcet (?) and her family up here on Pennsylvania Avenue. It was kind of 
strange going someplace in the house to go toilet. jSecause we were used to 
going outside, and at night my mother used to keep one of those pails by the 
bed, you know. She wouldn't let us go outside during the night. 


---I think everybody had those outdoor facilities then. 


—--eeeelike some people had. We didn't have too much furniture. We waSee. 
kind of poor. But we had enough to eat. 


---And you were warm. 
—--Yealie eeee-W@ never had a car. 
-~--Never had a car. 


---Until my brother Andy...gotee.I believe he was about eighteen, and my dad 
got a car for him. 


---Well, how did you get around then? 

~——BuS.es eWalkececce 

——-You didn't go out of town very much. 

---No, we couldn't. 

mw-ee. just people..eeplaying cards..ali I remember. Come over, you know...ethat's 
all I can remember. We never went to dances much. 


~—-When you lived in these communities before you came to Harbor, were there 
other Romanians around there? 


they too many. 
---But there were a few? 


---There were a few but not too many. 


 se-And you were friendly with those people? You knew them? Your parents knew them? 
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-—-Yes. emember the Cristeds from Harbor? You know, they had a daughter 
by the name of Marietta? They were friends with us. 


---Yes? she's working with us on this. 

-—-Uh, she is? Marietta? 

m——-eeeIN ECuropesseesethen she was a girleeeeshe was sixteen when she first got 
married. «and she just hated the guy she married....because my mother....her 
mother and father pushed her into getting married because he had, you know, 
Farmeeeeand Cattlesss.eand she just hated him. 

—--eeeeher money, and then her mother gave her some money, for her to come. 

ecatuat' s how your mother came. 

---Yes. And my dad, i guess he saved his money too, I don't know. 

---Uid your parents ever go back to Komania to visit? 

---NO. 

---UVid you ever go to Romania? 

——-NNO. 

---UVid anybody in your family go there? 


-———NO . 


s=—seyou know, the coal...you know those old-fashioned stoves they used to have? 
---with coal or wood? 


---Coal and wood. They'd pick, you know, on top...the coal, they used to have 
those burners.sseeyou'd have a hook that you.... 


——-Yeaii, and you lift up the hood...e. Vid they have the kind that had a tank of 
water in it too? 
to Harbor. 

---Uh, so, then what did they do? Buy the coal? 

---Buy the coal. 

—--Uid they use wood too? 

---They used wood. 

---They'd buy tie wood too? 


-—-well, my dad used to bringseefind pieces of wood, you know, thrown around. 
He used to bring it home. we used to use all that for wood. 


~—-Yeah. ees.in Madison, lilinois. Because we hever had a gas stove until we came 
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* <<For us three, my mother used to get one tub of water and we'd all take a 
bath in that one tub, you know. They would never throw the water and put 
another water for some one. Take turns in taking a bath in there. 'Cause 
we were little, you know. She used to give us a bath one at a time. ight 
by the stove where it was warm. 

---In a big “ciubar" (tub). 

=-—-Yeah, the big "ciubar." 

—--when did she get her first washing machine? 

--—-After I got married. 

---How did she wash clothes before that? 

---Wash them on a board. She used to keep me home from school to wash clothes. 
She used to boil them on the stove. We had a wringer,-you know, with two of 
those things that go over the tub, one on one side, ome on the other....rinsing 
water in the other one. She'd wring that wringer and I used to wash the 

. clothes and put them through the wringer. 

---This was in Harbor? 

wemYeah. She didn't get a washing machine until after I got married. 

---When did you get married? 


-—-I got married in 1936, Uctober of 1936. 


--—-We need one day every week to wash clothes. I used to wash, and sne used to 
boil the others on top of the stove. 


---UVidn't you have problems at school with that? Missing all that school? 


---They never said anythinge Ii used to call off sick. it was always on a 
Thursday. Every week on a Thursday. It used to make me so damn mad! 


eeegot her a washing machine after we got married. 

---You mean, he bought it as a surprise? 

---No, they just decided that she was getting too old to wash by hand so he bought 
her a washing machine. eeseesocks for a whole week.esceceeegosh, they used to 
stink like mad. 

---That was hard work. 

---iiy brother too was working in the mill. He couldn't graduate. 


---You graduated, didn't you? 


---I graduated and my sister Mary graduated. My brothers, neither one graduated. 
‘cause my brother got a job at the mill. 


——Flig, went to work. 


---They went to work. My dad got them in Standard Rorgings so when they got in, 
- he started working there. 


> 
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-—-both brothers worked there? 

---No, my other brother started working there after he got out of the service. 
-—-Unly one brother went to service? 

---Yeanh, just Johnny. 

---wWhat service was he in? 

---in the Army. 

---Uid he go overseas? 

——-NOseeeenever went overseas. 

Sty. Tony was he in? A year, two years, do you know? 

---lie was in longer than that. I think he was there about four years. 
--—-You don't know what camp he was at? 


-—-I don't remember. I know...southern part. “Cause this was all after i was 
married. 


---Uh, I see. What school did you go to? 
---Wasnington High. 
---Both of you? 


—--All of us. All of us. We (Mary and i) graduated from there. 


w--eeeevacation is the only time I went (to Romanian school). 
---hat did you go, half a day or how long? 

-~--Just a half a day. 

---And then he'd teach youcsesse.? 

—--Uur alphabet, how to read, and tite vowels andece. 
---Religion? 


—--Keligions.e.el don't know if we had any religion in Romanian School. I forgot even 
what the name of the teacher was, really. 


---Was it Madame Cucui? 

-—-Nio, it was a man 

——-A man? That's right. She was much earlier. 

---I had a man for teacher. I can't remember his name. 


---Vidn't the priest teach? 


—No, he didn't. He had somebody else teach us. A regular teacher. And I 
_don't remember his name. 
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=---UVid you have homework? 
‘S ---Yeah, he gave us homework. 


———seoeeplays. 


| p  -—=-You were in plays? 

4 ---Yeah, when there was a Romanian dance, I mean, they would give a little play. 
Pp <--And this was in Romanian? 

a -—-Yeah, it was in Romanian. 


And then I belonged to Caluseri. 
-p  _=--What did you do with the Caluseri? 
: 4 


a -—-We went different places. We danced in different places. We went to Chicago. 
We went to Terre Haute. 


= ---Wno taught you? 


e+) ---Let's see, who was the one who taught us? 
| Because we had,...Valeria Lup was in it, Mary Moldovan and Rebecca Ursu. 


Pp ---tiow long were you in that group? 


“a ---bout a year that I know. 
| eeeein the choir. 


> ---You belonged to the choir? 


J -—-Yeah, I belonged to the choir....when I was with Mihaltian's church. And then 
I belonged to the choir when I was in Fr. Vennis' church. We used to go with 
with the''colind’.'' We used to have a lot of fun with the “colind3!! (carolling). 
when I was a girl. We used to go in the back of a truck, you know. Cold as 
the dickens, but we had fun. 


P -—-You mean, you'd all pile into a truck? 

J -—-Piled in a truck, open truck. Yeah. 

&: ---Who drove it? 

4 men had the truck. That was when i was in Fr. Dennis! church. 


Then he used to take us out to eat after all wase.e..we were finished with the 
"“colindad.'' We enjoyed it. We didn't get no cold either. We had fun. 


P -~--I‘ii bet you did. What other groups dd you belong to? 
J =--That's about it. 

pf  =-When you got married, you lived in Gary all the time? 
Jo =Yeah, I lived in Gary 411 the time. 


-—-That's about it? 


-s—That's about it. I can't think of anything else. 


> 
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_=--My dad would never go to the city for help because he said he'd die first. . 
He was so proud. He says, if I work oniy one day a week, he says, as long as 
we got enough to eat, he says, the bills can be paid later. 


---Everyone felt that way. 
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aneous information 


Father ~ Andrei Kandea and mother, Eva Nan Kandea had four children 
andrew Kandea Jr - his twin died in infancy 
Married — lives in Garden City, Michigan 
works at Taylor Forge 
Has five children — all married — has 13 grandchildren 
None of his children went to college 7 all are high 


graduates 
He went to 12th grade at Washington High School 


Needed 1/2 year more of school to graduate 
EUGENIA (JENNIE) 


Was married to John Cristea, Jr. who died July 21, 1951 = cancer 
They had five children: 


Sandra - Froebel graduate - married - lives in Taylor, Michigan 
Has four children, ages 14, 15, lo, 18 
oldest is in Army serving in Germamy 
Patricia - married = 2 children = lives in Hebron 
Jonnie Lou = married = lives in Glen Park — no children 
Shirlee = married - lives in Sacramento, California — one girl 
Lynda - married = lives in Phoenix, Arizona, has two boys 
Last four girls all graduated from Emerson 


Married Kichard Antibus April 27, 1952 — He died Jan 2, 1972 as 
result of car accident 


Une child = Laneve — graduate ofWirt High School - works for May's 


Bick was an emba_Imer for Lach & Stilinovich Fun_eral Home 
on lith Avenue for fifteen years ; 
Then worked at U.S. Steel, Sheet and Tin for 18 years 


ie i i husband, John Cristea, 
Jennie is an expert seamstress. After her first » Jo 
died, she supported herself and family by sewing for others. She made 
robes for altar boys at Vescent of Holy Ghost Church and other garments as 
needed. Also started working for Peacock Cleaners doing all their repair 
work and still works there. 


| Interviewee, Emilia Apolzan ) Interview Date 


Interviewer 


Qe 
A. 


Q 
A. 


nn 


August 9, 1976 


Time 


Place 


Others present 


You mentioned that you came here in 1913? 


Yes, but I do not remember-how, Mama came - Mama came after me Cb eee 
~Mama was here in Gary in 1906 _/ 


en es arene 


~ When Gary began. 


When Gary began, Mama was here. In 1913 she came after me. 
She was there for 6 months and the wapt-began. 


How was it in the village - 


There were ;boub or 5 from my village that came from Pittsburgh. 
Do you remember a man by the name of Varga from Homestead 7—- he 
was also home = Someone had come with a horn antt-catted-+that- 

é s andcalled, as he went from 


_tbsose_of—you-that are Ameriean 
village to village and announced that those of you that are 


Americans prepare to leave immediately because the war has started, 
in order to get to the borders. And in two days all were prepared. 


Tell me about the "covor" rugs? Mama made - 

was making 
Mama had a loom - and on the weaving loom she/had-made some rugs 
and had left them there. She had 2 already made and I can show 
them to you. Mama was a master at this craft and they are beautiful. 
She had to leave her loom there and her sister finished what she 
had started. We had gotten on the boat was not too nice and the 
boat that we were to take - my dad had taken - had drowned - the 
Titanic - the largest boat - I was to come on the Titanic. We 
were to come on the Titanic and when we were at the customs - we 
were told that many have drowned. The boat we were on was always 


rocking. Mama became ill from this but I not = and as I walked 
around the boat I came across these 2 boys:on the balcony. They were 
Constantine and his brother John Paligraf. They were crying - I 


realized that they spoke Romanian. Tf was a girl of 1h years old, 
Constantine was 15 years old, and I asked them what town they came 
from. They told me that the: came from Shura Mare and we had sent 
3 telegrams to my parents in Gary, Indiana and they dannot be found. 


September 11, 1976 


Bein al 
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Stop crying - Mama is from there - let us go and ask Mama and 

she will write them. They needed *50.00 and they were ready to 

send the boys back. Mother had money. We had gone down to see 

Mama, who was ill and I proceeded to explain that these boys have 

5 ant phrieet mery Aher0. 

parents in Gary, Indiana, Mother being very understanding - we 

went to the office and she paid the $50.00 so the boys will not be 
tein FROK Tht. An taFOes 

sent back, and the boys will come with us/ We had to stay in the 

middle of the ocean for 19 days because our boat took water and we 

had to wait for another boat to change to. The boy had gotten sick. 

We had to stay there for 30 days and the boys stayed with us, 

Where did you stay these 30 days? 

Orchestral Gardens, in New York. 

In Ellis Island? 

Yes 

When the boat was changed - where was the chanze made? - 

In the middle of the water - in the middle of the ocean. 

How was the change made? 


We had to get in some baskets and then we were transferred to another 


boat. 


The 2 Paligraf boys came with us in Gary. Their parents had moved - 
across a barber shop in the Malith home. 

Where was the Malith home located? 

Near the hall on Adams Street about 3 houses away. It was a big 
home. Shortly after we arrived in Gary, the boys father came to 
bring the $50.90 to my mother. 


You waited in New York for 30 days? 


A. 


Qe 


Qe 
A. 


A. 
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Q. 
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Yes, because Mama had a 6-year=-old son that had gotten sick 
and when we got here he died. He had contacted (buboc - negru) 7% 
He had black pocks. 


And that is the reason you were delayed in New York’to see how my brother 
was coming along. 


Even though he had medication, these black pocks hid and after 30 
days had died. 
And you came by train from New York - What about the “1.00 food box? 
Yes, we came by train. Mama did buy a box of food for us to eat on 
the train, but I do not remember how much she paid for it. It must 
have taken us 3 days to travel since the trains did travel slowly, at 
that time. 
During that time it took about 18 days to come over, Mr. Nicora came 
in 1905 and it took him 31 days. Tusia Maria told me it also took 
her that long. And Walter's mother ... 
Mrs. Rosca got off in Quebec, Canada and got off the train in Montrael. 
I had to wait there until I got $60.00 - they would not let me go. 
The same with these boys - they had to waid until the money was paid. 
The money had to be paid in New York? 
Yes, and the boys did not have the money. 
Mrs. Rosco and to pay her money in Quebec. 
How did you find Gary when you arrived? 
Scattering of about 
It was not all that build-up. Akmest—every—bleckhad-about 3 - 
houses. In about 1910 it built-up much more. 
Most of the people lived in rent or board - not too many families. 
urhich wre “gp IeereZ Mun Thon lo. 
No, there no families. Mama had board = she had about }0 people in 


board. There was Jim Dimitru, Victor Dimitru, Ana's father, Ana Pantea 


aa 
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busy 
Sostinu,Y Mama was an agtive woman. They all loved her. 


Snded at number 132. 


1976 at the home of Mr. and Mr. Johnston (George) to interview 
at about ):00 p.m. 


In the fall when the plums were collected and the whiskey was 
made 127 had a little house near the shed (sura) 

where they made bread, gave the boarders their meals. Near 
there was a large kettle where she used to boil the plums. 

There were 5 bottles of 5 quart capactty, all of these bottles 
were consumed by my grandfather. My grandfather thought he would 


? 
die. (He vomited 5 gallons. ) ‘ 


My mother remembers your grandmother and she died about 2 years 
ago.? And what was her name? 

Rafiala. She was a Muneteen, Her name was Ana Raf iala. She 
first came to America with Muntean, my father in 1903. They first 
came to Sharon, Pa. 


Why did they leave Romania to come here? 


Well, my-parents were-well-—toedo my mother's parents were well to do. 
They did not want my mother to marry my Sather because he was poor. 
Tata did not like to work the re - my prandparents gave them 

ground and a courtyard to make a home -but mama loved because he 

was a nice looking man - and they got married - they lived in my 
village for about 3 years and worked in the(camp) with my parents 

and then decided to come to America to make some money. 


How did he hear of America? What town did they live in? 


(Veou} Vaochic. 
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What area? 
A. Turnava Mare. So then Tata came to America and he stayed just 
one year. He was alone. He came in 1902, in Sharon. There were 
many that work on the railroad, and on roads and sewers. Then 
Mama came here and kept board, made some money and went home to 
build a house, after 2 or 3 years. At that time the fare was 
$10.00 back and forth. 
Q. How did your father hear of ‘America? 
P] Tate UAL122 
AY From other people. There was a man, Mr. Vegnara Saxon +ret—was- 


here in America for 1-1/2 years. He now may still be living in 


Martins Terry. 


Qe It seems that many Romanians went to Martins Ferry. 
nan 
he It was through ur Vagnar, Mr. Varda and another man that Tata made 


hear of America, and all came at the same time. 


ar It-seems we had a Mr. Varda as a member of our church, 
A. Mrs. Grusia's mother's name was Varda. Her husband died (Varda died a young 
man) who was the son of a teacher. Then her mother married a rich man 
in Prostea, who had mailed 3 cartfuls of goods. Few came this town, 
Qe Tata heard of America, Tata came here, went back and came back 
heme again with Mama? 
A. He never came back again - he just sent for Mama. It took her 3 weeks 
to come. She stayed from 1903 until 1913, and then came home to get 


me. My dad died here in Gary, Indiana. 


Q. Was Dad alive when Mama came after you in 1913? 
Qe 
A. Mama came alone after me in 19]13?\ Did she bring your brother with 


A. 
her? ) She came with my brother was born here in Gary. My brother 
got ill while crossing the ocean. She came on the Titanic, and had 


a return trip on it. When the boat came back from England - midway 


s née i 


A. 


Q. 
A. 


Qe 


A. 


A 


Q. 
A. 
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it sank. 


Mama came with the Titanic from America. to Hamburg and before she ~~ 


Y 


was £6 get on it again it sank. 

Mama wanted to stay longer in Romania, not just that time but fall 

came and she took the boat. When the gathering of the corn and 

other crops = it must have been in October = we arrived in Gary on 
Christmas night and in a week it was 191. We had to wait in Hamburg 
for 2 weeks because our boat sank and we had to wait for another boat. 
What was your impression of Gary at that time? 

Gary was a good city - people were working - many Romanians in bording 
houses. There were about 200 Romanians here in 1913. 

Were there other nationalities in Gary? 

There were - but mostly Polish people. The church was built in 
Tolleston in 1908. Tata, Mr. Rosco and many other men were there 

when it was built. Church was moved in 1916. 

What was the address them? 

1125 Washington - Across from Walter Hotel. There were mostly Romanians 
on Washington Street. There was Barbat, Bucur, Muntean, Dobry, Andrica 
and many at that time. 

How did our people spend their time? 

Playing cards, drinking, sat outside on long benches and talked and 
laughed... 

Tyep of food? 

Romanian food = bread, sarmele, tocana... ’ 

There were many single men here that were living in board. 

Mama had about 0 men in board at Muntean - with his saloon downstairs - 


Mama's boarding rooms were upstairs. 
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ip 


6 My mother-came_in 1928 - my Dad had a boarding house in Harbor - 
i but this was siliee eadpreng. bas Mama have other nationalities 
in board? 2 Sete 

A. No, only Romanians. They came to Gary because they worked in the 


factories - they came from Sharon, Canton, Hooglin and all gathered 
here. There were many boarding houses = not only Mama's - but Mama 
had "like thecream of the crop." 

Q. What about the food? 

ee UF and when they worked = she made their lunches = 
and at supper time I remember all the pork chops that we put in the 


lunches like an assembly line of lunch buckets that we filled. 


Q. Do you remember how much the board was? 

and for 

A. $6.00 per month. To eat and sleep,&wash their clothes .e/ a little 
alses aos would sew ae klaus - made some shirts. mare aa 

Q. Mecgh how many hours did these men work? 

A. From 5 P.M. to 5A.M. and 7 days a week. 

Q. When did they have a day=off? 

A. Their scheduled days-off - Christmas, Easter. 

Q. What do you remember about the weddings? Was there an orchestra? 

A. Oh yes, and even at deaths. At walkes the orchestra stayed outside 
by the steps. There was music even at baptisms. 

Q. ; Societies came in existence before all this and they assisted these 


men if they got sick or died - if they had no families = the society 
Was-tke gave assistance in these earlier days - also made arrangements 
for a church and finding a priest. Their donations were not too much 
but adequate. The people also gave, There were times that the 
sociaty made arrangements for a funeral as well as bury some men 

who did not have family here. 


There were many nice memories from these earlier times. 
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advancing 
About upgrading themselves? 


Our people could not persevere = and they did not think, like 


other nationalities to advance themselves. They were happy 


just working in the mill as long as they could. There were a 
ee a 
few in business like Dobry, Endricg and Muntean. This was before 


WWI 
Q. Which Dobry? 
A. Dan's father. I was a bar-tender in Mr. Dobry's saloon widé# and 
so was Ann Pantea's mother. Mrs. Costinu was ek edinate and I 
SLRS 
| was a bar=tencer at Dobry's. 
7 Q. Strimhu? 
i. He got in business in about 1928 or 29 = about that time. 
MJ. When did Dan Bardidu come? 
fis I believe he came to Gary in about 1915 = he came here shortly 


after I came. Then came his Canadian brother-in-law who was Mr. 
Georgu's father, 
Q. The weddings started at the bride's home - 
A. It was the custom of the groom to choose usually 3 friends to 
stand-up at the wedding. There was SF a beautiful bottle 
decorated with a "leaf of readiness to marry" - they would go 
and ask people to come to the wedding. There were no printed in- 
vitations then. They went from home to home of friends of the 
bride and groom of whose address they had. The brides were thinking 
toward their new home.- She chose 3 - girls. The Nashu bought 
the flowers for the girls - flowers for Nasha, bride and wedding cake. 
This custom lasted for several years, then’it changed because the 
Nashu's-" responsibilities became too bed involved, and expensive. 
So as time changed - the bride took care of the necessary responsibilities. 


The bride's parents bought the brides dress. 
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Everyone gathered at the bride's home and sang many 


2: 
songs. Some of them went like this: 527 


Georgeau -- 


these are usually words of a bride to be. This "Georgeau" melody 
with its beautiful melody touched many that they would cry. It 
went like: 


Georgeau, Georgeau 


some words of how the bride is leaving her parents -- wishing 


the bride well... 


MJ. I was released from the house by Mr. Roscoe. 
Q. Did you cry? 
A. MJ. It seems like I did. 
| Q. Then they would proceed to the church - they had a party at the 


bride's house and the groom was also invited. The father of the 
bride did not take the bride to church - it was the groom 
there was a 

A. MJ. Or the Nashu = as a matter of fact -/the hassel” outside the church 
when I got married - there was no bridal rehersal when I got married 
and "Nashu is going to walk you down the aigste" and I said,"No, 
your're going to take me." And my father affter he said a few choise 
word took me down the aisle. 


B. Mrs. A. How good the cltiildren are in Romania and ‘ow well they listened - 


trow they go to school = how they listen in school - 


Med. The N»shu bought flowers for the bride and they also dressed her 
hair. 
Mrs. A. I did the same thing when I was Nasha for my Fina. I bought flowers 


for her four bridesmades and paid for the wedding cake. 


vr 


a 


A. 
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4nd how they used to have fruit at weddings. 
I remember having soup and the fruit was served after the meal - 
Yes, there were cases of fruit in the back of the hall - oranges, 
apples and grapes. Why did they give fruit at a wedding? 
Because that was the custom. 
I could remember going to a wedding in Milwaukee, Wisconsin - I 
remember getting a great big red apple at thet wedding. 
At the table there were fruit G!l- » sarmele, noodle 
soup, "plachinte"with cheese, nut roll, that was the custom them. 
Mr. Nicora and other men prepared and served at the dinner tables - 
rr With them at 
and how they would take an apron along/almost every dance. ‘The 
women did not. Then when there more, then they started to prepare 
the food and serve, 
After the ceremony -were the doors closed? 
Yes, they would put a string to lock the door and would not allow 
the bride and groom to leave. They tied each of them to a post 
and they had to give $10.00 and a liter of whiskey in order for them 
to be able to leave. Nashu was inside with the bride and groom and 
the door was locked - and the people outside - asked the Nashu to 
pay *10.00 and the whiskey. In the hall they would steal the bride- 
they took her downstairs in the basement or outside and again Nashu 
had to pay another $10.00 
It was known that the Nashi had to stay close to her and guard her 
their friends would 
so she will not be stolen. AlY/dance with the brideand encircled 
her. Some people would say that money got pinned on the bride's 
dress. 
The Hungarian and Bihorean did that. When Mrs. Sabu got married - 


they were from ( GR - that was their custom. They would 


| 


/ 


i 
\ 


) 
) 
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line the dollar bills all over her dress. 

At our - they went collecting with the plates - before the bride 
could dance - money had to be placed in the plate. But the thing 

is - no one knew who would steal the bride or when. The people would 
encircle her and dance around her - someone would steal her — her 
dress would get town, etc. and later this custom was stopped becausd 
the bride's dress got town from the pushing through the crowd to 
steal her. Now, we are more modern. The purpose of this custom was 
to raise more money for the newlyweds. 

When did the custom change - when they put the plate on the table? 


During WWI and before WWII - ‘ween 


When my brother got married in 190 the announced each donation. 


Sor? ie hae A” 


End of Side I - No. 71h 


Mrs. A. I got married in Sharon, Pennsylvania on July 10, 1916. 
We had 100 cases of beer and because of the extreme heat - not one ie 
beer bottle was left. I don't remember how many gallons of pear 
whiskey we had - it might have been 10 of pearand 10 of prune 
whiskey. Our wedding was the first affair in the new society hall 
in Sharon on \> Avenue. We had a full hall since we 

. were the first and John was a Calusari. John's home town was in 

; Sharon - he had taken me from Gary to Sharon. Since there were no 
cars then = we had 8 horse drawn buggies for our wedding. Lach buggie 
had 2 white horses. I don't remember what John paid for them. 

Mr. Pantea and Mr. Rosco came to our wedding as well as many wonder= 
ful people 

Do you have any wedding pictures? 

Né, not with the norses = pictures were not taken - it would have 


been nice to have them with the horses and all. Just the wedding 
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picture that I have somewhere. 

The custom in Europe and in Switzerland was that they found the 
it 

oldest fashioned car and decorated/with flowers and ribbons to 


7 on a 
iy te 


use for a wedding and also used the horse and buggy. 


al 
= 


About the Calusari - it was an honor to be one - what did they do? 


It was an hor to the Romanian people. 


What about your wedding music? 


= & = 
. : 


We had a band from Youngstown, Ohio. His name was Georgu. 

Young Boldi (now 73 years old) who was from Ohio came to play for 
affairs in Harbor and Gary, said that he also played for funerals - 
He said that he even played for about 2 = 3 iS funerals a 


week during the great flu epidemic in 1918. 


co 
° 


Yes, many had died in Gary. 


2) 
. 


Going back to the food served at your wedding? 


S%, My husbend was born in Sharon and there were about 300 Toporchean - 


= 
. 


TDL Oe De) gee ee Mor. ico oe Vay ome a ee Oe a . 
2 - . 


Toporchean from my husband's home town near Sibiu and his village 


5) i ae 


= friends all came to our wedding - it was a big wedding. The usual 
collection at that time was about $200 to %300. We received $2,500 - 

; and we were able to pay for all our futnature. 

The women prepared sarmale, different salads, OF 

flot cakes, with apples, cheese and farina fillings. Also nutrolls. 

It was a large wedding. 

When did you come to this area? 

We came in 1917 - we came to Mama's home, 1125 Washington Street - 

and we stayed with Mama. Later on we bought a home of )00 Pierce 

in 1918. John worked in the Tim Plate. Mama worked in the Bolt 

Factory. She worked 8 hours = came home, fixed dinner, washed, etc. 

She did not have borders then? 


No,- after my father died - she did not have any borders. 


Then Mama re-married. She married Rafiella, Annie's 


father. 


Tata died in 1915 and she married Rafiella in 1918. 
I had a son in 1917 that died. In 1918 John was born, 1920 Victor. 
And in 1920, Mama had Annie. Mama worked and I did not. I breaste 
fed Victor and also Annie. I had Nicki in 1922 and in 192) had 
Mary. There was a strike in 1919 - these were hard times, but John 

Romanians 

did not want to go and work in the mills. Many/felt like he did and 
did not go to work in the mills. Annie's father went to work in the 
mills. Many worked in the mills. 

The union was good at that time. They paid our recikigae> oe 
*20.00 per month, for 1 year. We hadeda-(upstairs in a brick house) 
a h-room flat on 12th and Washington and we also received a bushel 
of food (meat, beans, sugar, bread, all our food needs) each Saturday. 
Today the unions are not helpful - but then they were righteous. 
Today they take your %20.00 and do not help you. In 1919 the dues 
were $1.00 per month and the union would help pay the rent and bring 
you food. As time went on-they were paid-off and got lost. Now 
union members do not get anything and steal among each other. millions 
of dollars. 
Q. It seems that the harder times were 1929 and 30 during the depression - 


they lost homes - 


A That was different and it was not union connected. 
Q. About Romanians that went back to Romania... 
A. There were many from Gary that went back. Made their money and went 


back home. Mdlath also went. He went home with a lot of money - 
he bought two large buildings - they lived in them and then all came 
back. In Europe if you are ambitious - you can live - if you have 


10 acrea of land = no more is needed - you can make a good living. 
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You can take your milk to town to the bakeries. That is what my 
parents did. They had a buggie and a horse and three families 
got together to take their milk gallons to town. Each of them taking 


turns carrying the milk gallons to each of their customers. This 


was an all-day affair. In the fall a cart was lined with a blanket 


Pe and then filled with prunes and pears - then taken to Agnita near 
Shigoshora, With a liter for 15¢ - we came home with 30 - ho aoe 
and in the fall with lolo “ 
| Our people lived well if they were ambitious. 
Nr Did they like living here? 
vi Yes and no. If they got too old - they could not go back home. They 
. became homesick for their loved ones - it was a different life in 
Romania. 
When people gathered = they talked about their home-life and 
sang their “Doinas." Sometimes when they sang these "Doines" they 
: became sad and homesick that they began to cry. 
“t What are some of the "Doinas"? 
¥s I went among the bulls... 


Mary I was never one for songs, but I loved to listen to 


them. My John loved to sing, 
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Mrs. B: Your father came here? 

Mrs. Baba: Oh, in 1908 my dad came. He was a young kid, and then he worked 
in the mill. He said when he went to the mill, this is fantasti¢, Every- 
body was Joe.or John. One of the guys said "Oh, you got good muscles Joe, 
you're working!’ And then my father said; gee, "we worked for peanuts, gee, 

I don't recall, really,how much. Then he said after that, he figured man 
he'd come home perspired and all that from working like heck over there 
with my Uncle Charlie and Mr. Beau and a whole mess of them. And Pa said 
"I didn't know nothin'" I forget, but it was a miserable thing, I tektl you. 
You remember what Pa said? It was terrible though. 

Mr. Baba: They used to work twelvYe (12) hours though, for almost nothing. 
Mrs. Baba: Yeah, for peanuts. And then he said he decided the heck with 
that noise. So then Pops went into a business. Him and Ma got together, 

I don't think they were even married at that time because Ma had money. 

She came here and saved her money. And heres a fantastic thing that might 
be of interest , Mr Markovich, he was a Real Estate man, Jewish, the old 
Markovich, a Romanian Jew? And he told my mother "Frosina, I know you have 
two sons in Europe, and you love them very much and your crying for them." 
Cause my mother wanted always to,..he says " Here you have money, you have 
nine hundred dollars ($900.00) saved." and my God, in those days that was 
good money. He sent my mother to buy all of Euclid, the whole block of 
Euclid! For that money, The 43rd block. And Mama says "I went over there 


and all there was were wild strawberries and wild roses! This is crazy!n 


She came back and said " No, no toying with money" and he said, "Frosina, 


buy it for nine hundred ($900.00) and sell each lot, Frosina, you'll make 
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good money." If my mother would of listened, well, she didn't. Well, any- 
how, they got together and they had the saloon by Jeorse with the bowling alley. 
Then after that, they had a pool hall. And my dad was in politics. He 

was a staunch Republican at that time, and he used to have a hat; it might 

be at the bottom of the cedar chest. Then there was some Kind of trouble. 
Some guy got shot and then that went by the wayside. Then, during the time, & 
they were making booze, you know, moonshine. My father, they used to bring 
the hootch, you know. That was the twenties, wasn't it? And you know that 
Serbian guy we reported, sSudovich, the old man. He used to have a still 

over here, I think in Valpo (Valporaiso, Indiana) someplace on a farm, and 
they'd make it. Then my father got caught. They'd warn him, you know, that 
their comin'. And old Tante (Auntie) Katherine used to make it - and all of 
them. And so my father got caught and that kind of thing. Then he worked for 
the - what else did he do? Then he went back to the mill. Then he worked 

for the political club by Pora, then they moved down to Gutherie street, you 
know, where we lived over there. 

Mr. Baba: He ran that hall. 

Mrs. Babayw He ran that hall, and that was in the thirties. And then, lucky 
to God, wa went to , Domnul ( a respectful was of saying Mr.) Inescu had a 
tour and all the Romanians went. Right before all the banks closed. We 

took some of that money and went to Europe and saw you know, the kids, her 
children and stuff. 

Mrs. B: Did your father have, did he go to school in Europe? 

Mrs. Baba: My father went to school up to the fourth grade. And he went to 
Bucharest. 

Mrs. B: Why did he decide to come over here then? 

Mrs. Baba: He was in Bucharest, see, when my dad - his father died when 


four years old and his grandmother raised him. His mother went to Bucharest 
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where they got to make the money to take care of all her children. See, 

she had six kids, so my father, when he was eight years old, she took him 

to learn a trade; either with the barrels, leather, or whatever. You know 
they all learned a trade. And my Dad went over there with my aunts, and 
gee,he worked hard. He worked for - there was a Prince that Tusa Difta, 

I don't know who in the heck he was, one of those guys up there,and he used 
to run errands.and stuff. Between the two of them they decided, well, 

they stayed there cause my Aunts married. My father decided that America 

was the place. Man, money grows on trees. 

Mr. Baba: Well, every one was coming here. 

Mrs. Baba: You, know, like everybody else. Well, he came here. Then after 
that, what the heck,it just - dream. My mother came to make money and go 
back and raise her kids. World War I started and that was the end of that 
dream. And then she saw her children in 1930. When did Ma come here, in 
1915 or 16 or something like that. 

Mr. Baba: Oh, she came before that. 

Mrs. Baba: No, no, she came way after pa. 

Mr. Baba: She came before I was born. 

Mrs. Baba: Yeah, thats true too. 

Mr. Baba: I was born in 1915. 

Mrs. Baba: In 1910 or something like that. 

Mr. Baba: Yes, something like that. 

Mrs. B: Then she didn't know your father in Europe, 

Mrs, Baba: Oh, she was supposed to marry my father's oldest brother, that - 
Mr. Baba: Their from the same village. 

Mrs. Baba: Nicolia, and she didn't like him, so she got married in Molantrad 
with some fellow. Then she met pa here and they got married. They got married 


in 1917 and, by the Justice of the Peace. And I looked in - last week when 
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- -[ was looking for this thing. And then in 1918, in November, they got married 
by Parintele. (Very Reverend Simon Mihaltian). Then I was born in 1919. 
Mr. Baba: We looked in his birth certificate from the church there, and 


(Godfather) was Moise Ciovica. 


his Nas 
Mrs. Baba: Yeah, 

Mr. Baba: The father-in-law is the nas. Moise Ciovica. 

Mrs. Baba: Yeah, and the lady had such a pretty name. 

Mr. Baba: Let's see. 

Mrs. Baba: An odd name. I never heard of that name. 

Mr. Baba: Thats what I was going to tell Ciovica. (Joseph Ciovica, a friend.) 
Mrs. Baba: But that was interesting. 

Mrs. B: Is that Joe's father? 

Mr. Baba: No, it isn't. Somebody from Europe. 

Mrs. Baba: Just somebody named Ciovica, from that village.my mother and 
father were from. 

Mrs. B: Then after they got married they decided to, no they atarted to 
start the business before they were married? 

Mrs. Baba: I think thats how they got together. They ran the place together. 
Then they finally got married. It's the way I understand it. 

Mr. Baba: In 1919, the place over there by Mr. Jeorse. They had a bowling 
alley, in the basement. 

Mrs. Baba: I think that was when I was a pumpkin. I was nine months old 

when they had the pool hall, and all these big shots used to come in » Like 
Walter J. Riley, Mr. Reed, 

Mr. Baba: Cohen. 

Mrs. Baba: So, all these guys used to go. It was a very legit, nice 


Place. Mr. Manta, and all the rest of them. 


a 
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Mr. Baba: And my mother-in-law said they made lots of money cause they were 
going and all these young fellows were enlisting in the Army, and they went 
to war, Or something. 

Mrs. Baba: Yeah, World War I, 

Mr. Baba: They were having a good time and spending their money . She said 
she used to take the apron full of dollar bills upstairs . 

Mrs. Baba: Yeah, I couldn't believe it. And Riley told my father to invest 
in Real Estate. Well, heck, he'd of lost it all during depression, cause 
they had one, two, three mortgages on one. You know how it was then. 

Mrs. B: Yes, 

Mrs. Baba: So he probably would of lost it all. 

Mr. Baba: He bought one lot. I think on Gutherie Street. 

Mrs. Baba: Yes 

Mr. Baba: I don't know how in the world they ever got there. Way out where 
that junk yard used to be. Right next to it, he bought. 

Mrs. Baba: Right there where we lived. Yeah, then he sold it in 1942 and I 
told him to buy here. What was amazing, right here on Highway Avenue, by 
our Lady of Grace Church, this farmer was selling one acre of land for three 
hundred and seventy-five dollars ($375.00). And I told him,"Pa, buy this 
land." and my mother said, "Only corn.} and I said, "It's going to be a 

big town." You know cause we used to talk nice. She wouldn't believe. If 
She would of listened, you know, she could of... 

Mr. Baba: Well, you know, in those days people wanted to keep their money. 
They figured they'd go back to Europe. 

Mrs.B: I was going to say, didn't they come here to make money and go back 
like you said, he wanted to buy a restaurant or a hotel in Bucharest? 

Mrs. Baba: That was his dream. 


Mr. Baba: I think all of them, my dad came like that too. He was sixteen 


years old when he came here. My Uncle John, 


9 
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Mrs. B: I was going to say, did he have someone here then? 


‘ 


Mr. Baba: My Uncle John was here. He was older than my dad. Then, I don't 
know, they worked all over. 
Mrs. Baba: Your mosu (Grandfather) was here. 
Mr. Baba: Some of them worked out here in the dunes on the railroad track. 
My father-in-law said a lot of them went out that way. They used to walk 
all the way here. In Miller (a part of Gary, Indiana) they used to work. 
Some of them left and they went to Cleveland, or Pittsburgh. 
Mrs. Baba: A lot of them went to Ohio. 
Mr. Baba: Where the Romanians would gather like that. And they'd come from 
a village and they'd bring one,or two guys and then they came back over here. 
My uncle stayed here, I don't know how many years, and made money. His wife 
was over there. They had children already, and he went back. Then my dad 
stayed over here. He got married. My grandfather came here. I don't know 
what year he came. 
Mrs. B: Even your grandfather was Here? 
Mr. Baba: My grandfather was here, Popa. He had my uncle, my aunt Rosalia , 
she got married to Nicu Muresan. Thew were one, two, three, four of them 
thet were here. My uncle - my mother died in 1918 and my uncle died in 1921, 
and the other, Rosalia, she went back to Europe. My other uncle is still 
tiving over here. They had two twins in Europe that died} my grandparents. 
Mrs. Baba: He invested all over the place. 
Mr. Baba: He invested, he was, he bought that little house on Pennsylvania 
Avenue and he worked in the cement plant. Then in 1924 he bought another one. 
Earlier than that, then he tore that one down and built a great big house, with 
two stores and six apartments. 

| mrs. B: That the one he had on Pennsylvania avenue? 


Mr. baba: Yeah, Then there were Mr. Trimmel and then that big yard with the 
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hay and stuff and then your house. in 1924 he built. 

prs. B: Back in those days it seemed like all the xoumanians were on 
pennsy (Pennsylvania avenue) and Block. 

Mrs. Baba: Remember when we were kids, we used to go by iomca and fourth 
of July she would buy fireworks and say,'Now come here" We were all her 
kids. 

Mrs. B: I remember when she died, she was so fat that they couldn't get 
her out the door, they had to break the window, to take her out that way. 
Mrs. Baba: She was a funny lady. See, well my mother,came from - here's 

a fantastic story - When my mother came from surope, my uncle was here. 

Now see, he lived - and they didn't expect her to come, you know for a 
woman to come; and we were twor little kids; and that was something, man, 
all them miles - we cried and everything else. the church, they prayed 

and all this stuff. 50, my mother came, and my uncle said," Where am i 
going to put you. Theres no room!" And you know who took my mother in? 

Mr. and Mrs. Micu. And you know how they slept? My mother, Logovica, and 
Mr. Micu. 

Mrs. B: All in one Bed? 

Mrs. Baba: All in one bed! Yea, my mother said, " You talk about the 
Puerto Ricans, and here we are just like them!" and she said those people 
were so dear to her, because she was crying - she was alone, nothing. Then 
she got a job for, in a haberdashery by Montasad. She worked selling shoes, 
Shirts and that. She was good at the figures, and she knew how to talk 
Romanian, there were a heck of a lot of Romanians. So thats how my mother 
Saved her money. 

Mr. Baba: Well she worked for taking care of the children. 

Mrs. Baba: Yes, then she went to Chicago to work. Through Montasad she met 


these people. They were Jewish people and they had a tavern. My mother 
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worked for them. Man, she was really a hustler, to save her money and go 
back to Europe, but thats how they did it. 

Mr. Baba: Thats how they used to live then. Some, they'd work a day turn 
and the other guys would come in and go to sleep in the same bed. 

Mrs. Baba: Yea, they'd share the same bed. 

Mr. Baba: My father-in-law said he - but they lived a little better. They 
were more high classed. He used to go - he used to live by the old man, 
Cioban on Pennsy over there on the corner where Redmond's used to be. 

Right there on the corner. 

Mrs. Baba: Yes, he used to change their sheets every week. 

Mr. Baba: I think he used, he used to work for them. We were talking to 
Johnny Vintilla and I don't know who else, Nick Opinker, used to work for 
them as bartenders and that. They did almost everything. 

Mrs. Baba: In fact he had - my mother said when she met him, he had all 
monogramed shirts and hankies. My father was always a, he looked sharp. 

He liked to dress all the time. 

Mrs. B: He was the one who used to iron the dollar bills? 

Mrs. Baba: Yes, my mother said," We wouldn't know how to pack them", so 
she'd press them and sometime they'd be wrinkled. And you know the old money 
was kind of large, you know big. I said, "Oh, ma,I can't believe it!" and she 
Says,"Yeah!"' Once I found a beok. My father used to have a business and 

he used to give money. The guys would say, " Hey, give me twenty dollars. 
Hed mark it down, "Okay." One day I found it in the basement when we lived 
on Guthrie and I'm adding up, on three pages was nine thousand dollars 
($9,000.00). 

Mrs. B: That He had lent out? 

Mrs. Baba: Yes. That he gave to guys and they never gave it back. I said 


"Why dad , don't yOu" and my dad saif. "Thats water under the bridge. ‘Noone 
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4s going to pay that back." Thats how Mr. Micu was during the depression. 


But my dad paid every dollar back, and I know a lot of them sure didn't! 

Mr. Micu used to show my father. 

Mrs. B: Mr. Vintilla used to do he same thing. He used to carry the Romanians. 
Sell or give them food and not - carry them on the book. 

Mrs. Baba: And when you paid your bill, Mr. Micu would give y6u grapes, 

a cake, SOap, whatever you wanted. Then boy, those were the good old days. 
And mamaliga ( corn meal), they'd buy the fine one in the big sacks. I tell 
you it's really something. I used to go cross by the tracks by Mr. Micu. 
They were nice people. How things changed. Then we'd go by Mary Cosgary 

or Mrs. Beau. They'd sew and make Romanian blouses when we were kids. They'd 
embroider and my mother would make Turkish coffee and they'd tell stories. 
Don't you remember that at your house? The round dining room table. 

Mrs. B: What I remember is the round dining room table and my mother still 
had boarders. When she came, for a wedding present, my father bought a board 
(boardinghouse). She had boarders. And thatsiwhat°Isremember; her cooking 
and washing. 

Mrs. Baba: My mother never had boarders. She worked always for.. 

Mr. Baba: A lot of the people had a - like the spanish people today. They 
come and they open up a restaurant and have these young lads coming in. 

Mrs. Baba: Hey, that's spanish. The Romanian people stick together! Just 
like the Jewish people, in-a way. ‘We are very clanish. 

Mr. Baba: Look at the Mexican, how their taking over. 

Mrs. Baba: Now they do the same - well, you stick with your own. 

Mr. Baba: Well, they're making good money. 

Mrs. Baba: Our people, you'd buy pork chops for ten cents (10¢). 

Mrs. B: They used to call my father 'Pork ChopPete' because thats all he 


would take in his lunch bucket. Pork Chops. He worked at Inland Steel and 
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pill Baker was his, like a straw boss, because there were so many Romanians 


there that.. 
Mr. Baba: At the open hearth or the blast furnace. 
Mrs. B: Yes, at the open hearth. They would tell Bill Baker what they 
wanted and Bill would tell all these Romanians in Romanian what their sup- 
posed to do. My father had this aluminum bucket and Gn the top he had his 
| home made breadiiand his pork chops. And on the bottom, he used to have 
black coffee with sugar in it. When he'd come home from work, we were all 
waiting for him, so we could get his bucket and see what was left there. 
After being in the mill for twelve hours, this is what we wanted to eat; 
what was left over. 
Mr. Baba: Well, I used to go meet my dad over by the mill. You know, 
| where the water would come? I'd go and take a gallon of water from where 
the water would come and the water would taste like.. 
Mrs. Baba: Rotten eggs. 
Mr. Baba: Rotten Eggs. .And then I'd watch him come over that bridge and 
he'd come downstairs in the road where the employment office is. There were 
three stores. One was with clothing,overhalls and things. The other was, 
| he sold apples and cigaretts. My dad would always buy me an apple or a 
Hersey bar, or something like that. 
Mrs. Baba: Godd sized Hersey Bars. 
Mr. Baba: Used to cost a nickeb. 
Mrs. B: Tangerines we got at Christmas. In our stockings, instead of toys 
or anything like that - a tangerine. That was a treat. 
Mrs. Baba: You know that Spornick, When I was little. 
Mr. Baba: John Spornick. 


Mrs. B: The one on Block avenue? 


Mrs. Baba: Hes still alive. He.was with Nick in the mill. What's his name? 


Mr. B: George Spornick. 
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rn 
| mrs. Baba: George Spornick! He used to dress like Santa Claus and he'd 

come by our house all the time and he had a bag full of nuts and oranges 

and a little bitty toy from the dime store - maybe ten cents (10¢). Tickled 
pink! The first year I found out that there was no Santa Claus, I went to 
see him. We lived on Broadway and had a big stained glass window at the 
kitchen that would open to look in the hall. I heard him talking and saw 

him take his mask off. I cried that evening, "There's no Santa Claus! You 
Lied} ' Mr.George, There isn't any Santa Claus." The trees with the candles, 
Do you remember that? My mothér wouldn't allow, just a little bit, so the 
place wouldn't catch on fire. I remember those cherries and strawberries 

and nuts painted gold and silver and popcorn. Oh, boy. But I think we were 
happy. You know, we were happy. Today, kids are bored. We never were bored. 
Mrs. B: We always had something to do. 

Mrs. Baba: We had to invent toys, those orange crates, cigar boxes, we'd 

make cradles, and beds, and.. 

| Mrs. B: I used to take my skates and make skate boards. 

Mrs. Baba: Yes, and Scooters. I said, we never were bored. 


Mrs. B: We would walk down, we lived by the reilroad tracks, so we would 


walk up the tracks to the cement plant, and pick cat tails, then walk back. 

The whole day would go by. There was always a bunch of us. 

Mr. Baba;:We used to go across, cut over and go to the lake on block avenue. 

We used to stop by Mr. Danciu there, and he'd have that slice of watermelon 

for ten cents (10@). We used to sit there and eat that, then go by the lake. 
With my dad I used to go. Sametime, we used to go by ourselves. We'd go 

Over to that BAB (Bare Rear Beach). In the wintertime, Mr. Lugosan used to have 
that bus, and we had our sled and he'd pull us all the way to the cement 

plant, and pull us back, or bring us back in the bus if it was empty. We 


used to have a lot of fun. 
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Mrs. Baba: We used to have a lot of fun in those days. I don't know. We 
were happy. I remember when I was a kid, Mr. Constatine would come and say 
to my mother," Frosiana give me some good bread, home made, because we are 
going.." over here at Bhack Oak, remember? What was his name? 

Mrs. B: You mean by Ducia? Didn't he have a picnic ground over there? 
Mrs.Baba: No, this was a place where you used to get water by the river, 
here. By Colfax. We'd go fishing over there for catfish, perch, and that 
water was pretty clean. 

Mr. Baba: There was a picnic area there. 

Mrs. Baba: Now theres nothing over there. We'd go and have a cookout. 
Mititei (a Romanian hot dog, made of ground meat, garlic, broth, seasonings, 
and shaped into mini sausages). We'd all get together. Mrs. Jeorse, a dear 
friend, and Mr. Jeorse would have the car. He was the first Romanian to 
have a car. I think it was a Cadillac, with the seats like, you know the 
gangsters used to have. The make up kit on this sidé. It was really some= 
thing. Josephine would allow me to go in there, and if she got mad, she'd 
say,"You can't ride in my father&S car!" and I'd say,"Yes I could, cause my 
fathers good friends with your father." So, we'd go with that. My gadfather 
bought a open car and, I don't remember the mane of it. It had plastic.. 

Mr. Baba: Like isenglass on it. 

Mrs. Baba: He used to put it on. And the big tires, with the dashboard. 

He used to take us over here. Well, we'd come over here for mushrooms. 

On 45th was the Romanian mushrooms. 

Mr. Baba: There used to be someone on Ridge Road who had a farm. We used 
to go there for picnics a lot. 

Mrs. B: The only picnics I remember were at Ducia's farm. Before that I 
didn't know anyone with acer. 


Mrs. Bebe: Well we lived on the other side of the trecks, When I was 
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little I'd go, maybe by Lica, and they'd always say," Ah, you and the Jeorse 

and the Constatine live on the other side of the tracks." High class, you 

know? 

Mrs. B: But that side of the tracks was high class at one time. 

Mrs. Baba: But when I was little, I remember. 

Mrs. B: By then it had started to change. 
Mrs. Baba: Well, I remember you'd go, there was Mr. Vintilla, Mr. Vratsu, 
Ciocus, Redmend, Romanians, Romanians, Romanians. That block where your mother 
lived. My God, thats all you ha@ over there were Romanians. That was Pennsy. 
And then Block, was the sister's of Micu with the hall, and Danciu's and that 
two blocks, they were all Romanians. All the way to Gutherie Street. 

; Then you'd pas Bratsa and Simon, and there'd be Hungarians. A bunch of 
Hungarians. You can't imagine so many homy in such a little area. I guess 
it was 350 feet apart and there was a house. 

| Mr. Baba: I remember once when they had torn the house dowm, I went there 

and looked and wondered where in the world did they put that big house. 

There was no place. I remember when they built your house, we were running. 

When they put the first floor in, we'd be running back and forth, and fall 

in the basement, 

Mrs. B: We had a little house there, and when they moved the house, we were 

still living in it. They would move us on rollers down the street. We didn't 

have any electricity, we had kerosene lights. And every day the house would 

move a little bit more, till finally way down, near the Tursets. Then we 

lived there until they finished the big house. 

Mrs. Baba: That was a beautiful house. It was made of concrete. The walls, 

man, I'll tell you, the houses that were built then, they could stand up 

today. 

Mr. Baba: A man that owned a house, when we went to Europe,my grandfather 


Sold out here and he came to Europe. I think it was in 1934. we went to 
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Sibiu, anc we had a lot of wine, and this man that owmed this house, he 

had a tavern and we sold him a lot of wine. We stayed over there two days 
and two nights to draw all the wine out and everything. 

Mrs. B: I thought you were going to say you drank it all. 

Mr¢ Baba: No, no. It was a big barrel of wine. You set it in there, then 
you draw it into that, then they'd put a great big pumpkin on it. Then have 
air and all that. Then transfer it to there. Thats what takes so long, so 
you don't stir it up. 

Mrs. B: I remember your father riding the bicycle to work. 

Mrs. Baba: Yes, he did that till he was 75, God rest his soul. f#e had his 
first stroke on the bike coming from playing cards. These people found him, 
and they found his wallet, and that. 

Mr. Baba: They ran all that. Like Mr. Lup said they were founding members 
of the Nicolia Yorga Club. They founded it..they made it in the, by Pete 
Dop on Pennsylvania Avenue. There was a hall and I think a couple other 
buildings, a Restaurant. 

Mrs. B: Yes, Mr. Cosma. My father used to play cards by Cosma. A lot of 
those men used to go and play cards like that. After work, in the evenings, 
Saturdays, or something. They didn't have anything else to do. 

Mr. Baba: Mr. Muntean used to have that big building on Washington and 
Pennsy and the men would go there. They always had the bar there and a 
bunch of tables and they'd play cards. 

Mrs. Baba: And at the Micu hall, I remember Mr. Iunescu used to come and 
put on plays. I was in one. It was so cold, and he played a real funny 
part like he was in bed, and he was - his teeth were really chattering from 
the cohd. 


Mr. Baba: No heat? 


a 
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Mrs. Baba: No. They used to have, I guess, an old cold stove. I remember 
him froze to death. He had to walk bare foot on the stage, it was a comedy 
part and he had visions, and myself and I don't remember who else, we had to 
bounce a ball across the stage. You know he saw visions of children and 
everything he said was really funny. I loved that man like an uncle. He 
was so nice. When he came up to the house, I'd tell him, "Mr. Iunescu"! 
He'd dress like a woman, he'd comb his hatr. You know he had that long 
hair. And he'd make us laugh our heads off. He was a wonderful person. 
And she could pack our suitcases like nobodys business. One Halloween, 

she had a gypsy costume. It was out of this world. The big gypsy cards, 
and beads and the whole outfit. I knew if I'd wear it, I'd win at the 
Indiana Theatre, sure as shootin’. I asked my mother, and she said "No, 
don't you put your hand over there, you ought to be ashamed to ask!". And 

I said "Bugs on you",I'm gonna do it. I won first prize. I came home with 
a box of candy, plus: two dollars, and boy I was so happy. I walk in the 
house and my mother with the strap,!pa's buckle. You know the old buckle. 
Bang! I was all welts all over. I was going to run away. Oh, did she give 
it to me. What agravated her was, she used to pack the suitcase and get a 
million things in it, in one suitcase. She knew how to roll them and that. 
And my mother couldn't put them back. When the lady who owned the gypsy 
costume came, she told my mother," Oh, for that you beat your daughter" 
She didn't care. She talked so beautiful Romanian all the time. Then they 
lived for a while on Elm Street near Mr. and Mrs. Moldovan. Right next to 
Baciu.in an apartment upstairs. They lived there for a long time. They 
didn't go on tour and I used to go over there. That man was something else. 
I think he was from where Mrs. Beau was from. 


Mr. Baba: There were a lot of people there. 
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Baba: Where was your father from? 

Mr. Baba: From Aton. Some of the others were from some other villages over 
there. 

Mrs. B: It seemed like almost the whole village would come. Where-ever one 
man would come, then the others from the same village would come to the same 
place. 

Mr. Baba: From my dad's village, there were a lot of them. 

Mrs. Baba: They would say,"Over here is work!" 

Mr. Baba: There was a guy who used to dance, they used to call him "Charlie 
Chopsticks". I don't know why. He used to dance Romanian real good. Then 
there was a couple that lived upstairs by:Mr. Muntean. They never had child- 
ren and he bought property from the village where my dad was and when I went 
to Europe, to stay there, at Easter,for a vacation, I went to their house and 
they had a beautiful home there. They had a bathroom in it. They brought 
the fixtures and had some man put them in. 

Mrs. B: You mean they brought them from America? 

Mr. B: Yes, Mam. They had it shipped from over here. A regular American 
bathroom. He had a beautiful home. 

Mrs. Baba: When I went in 1930, Iona Gheorge, he built a house on the order 
of America. You know, with rooms. Because in Europe, it's what, you walk 
in the hall, theres a cooking stove and one room and everybody and his uncle 
sleeps in it. My uncle had curtains and he said, "These are from America!" 
and he had an oil cloth on the table and that was their, just their Sunday 
room. You didn't go in there all the time. 

Mrs. B: Did he stay in Romania when he went back? 

Mrs. Baba: Yes, My uncle Gheorge stayed because he had TB and all., and the 
doctor had told him he'd"better go back to Romania cause you won't make it 


here." 


; 
, 
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"yr. Baba: My uncle went back and bought himself a lot of property. of 


course he had his wife over there. My grandfather bought a lot of property. 
My aunt went over there to take care of everything. She over here and then 
they went back to Europe with her husband and the kids. They went to Bucharest. 
He was managing a gas station at the air port. 

Mrs. B: What year was this? They had a gas station at the air port? 

Mr. Baba: Yes, at the air port. In 1925? But he was running a gas station 
at the air port. Then he went away to South America. He went with some other 
old man. Then my grandfather wrote to her and she moved down to the village, 
and she was managing the property he had bought. Then her husband came back 
again and they went to Bucharest. I went in 1928 with my grandmother and 
sister. I went to school for a year and then depression came and we couldn't 
go anymore, so we all went. It was a small house and there was my sister, 
myself, and my two cousins and there was not enough room, so I went to the 
city and took up tailoring. 

Mrs. B: This is in Roumania. 

Mr. Baba: Yes 

Mrs. B: You worked as an apprentice for a tailor? How old were you? 

Mrs. Baba: I was eleven when I went, about le years old. 

Mrs. B: They took you when you were that young? 

Mr. Baba: yes. 

Mrs. Baba: Yes. You should see, in 1930 when I went my aunt lived in - 

I don't know the houses are built like a Spanish house. There is a shop 

in front and he was teaching the kids how to be shoemakers. He had them 

sleep here and my aunt here - they were young kids, learning a trade. 

Mr. Baba: Some of them would get the food and lodging and all, but I paid. 
My dad paid for my food and I slept at the shop.. Then I would go, every 
noon, I would go - the boss had a beautiful home they had built. It was 


not out of town, just on the edge of town. I would walk every day up there 
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j 


and eat there, then I would bring back his dinner. Then in the evening, his 


prother had a restaurant called !The Lower City' and I used to go and eat 
over there. Breakfast and Supper. 

Mrs. B: Then you got most of your schooling in Romania. 

Mr. Baba: I went over here up to the seventh grade. I went to Washington 
school. Then we left. We went in September. When we arrived in Romania, 
the schools were starting the following week. We got off the train in my 
dads village, thats where the train stopped. We had a wagon waiting for 

us and it took all our things to where we would be staying. I was sick 

from the road - the boat and the train. For three days your rocking, and 
the temperature and the weather. Three days I stood it, then we went back 
to the city and they enrolled myself, my sister ahd my cousin. They went to 
the girls school and stayed there.in the dorms over there. I stayed by, 

my grandmother had a cousin, and he was a Judge, a City Judge. They were 
real high class people. His wife was from a big city. Went to college. 
They are all college educated. They had one boy and we were both going to 
the same grade. He started too, so, he took me over there and they were 
paying my room and board for the whole year I went to school. I liked it 
there because you learned a lot. 

Mrs. Baba: You did good in French. I have a grade, he made 9's. 

Mrs. B: Why did your parents take you back there? 

Mr. Baba: Well, my dad never got married.(remarried) My grandma and grandpa 
took care of us, raised us. Then grandpa bought all that property. They were 
g0ing to go back to Romania. He sent my grandmother and my dad let us go 
with him. 

Mrs. B: Then you went back with your grandparents, and your father stayed 


here. 
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Mr. Baba: Yes, he stayed here. Then I went to school that one year, then 
when the depression came, I came back and one year I wasn't doing anything, 
This first year, Docia's brother was a Director of the school in our village 
and he was a teacher there and he said,"You aren't doing anything here, why 
don't you come to school?" so I went like in the seventh grade. 

Mrs. Baba: Maybe ninth, really. 

Mr. Baba: It was the last grade in the village, seventh grade. 

Mrs. B: You were here, you learned to talk Bnglish. How well did you talk 
Romanian? 

Mr. Baba: Pretty good. 

Mrs. B: So then you were able to go to Romania and go right into school. 
Mr. Baba: I went to sSchool. You have to take an admittance test at another 
village, Junior High. But that's at an upper level. You learn French and 
all that and you had to take a test. I come out the third.in the class. 
We were all in one class and the teacher took all the grades. We went to 
school the first day and all sat in our chairs. Site made me stand up and 
he said, I was scared stiff, you know, a stranger, so I went and stood in 
frormt of the class and he tells the kids in romanian"I want you to look at 
this boy. He just came from America a week ago"and he says "Look here you 
dummies, he came out third.You boys that are born here in Roumania are al- 
most flunking." And man, I felt about like that. (So tall!) I was afraid 
those guys were going to beat me up. I did pretty good. Things worked out 
pretty good that year. Then I had to quit because there was no more money 
and we had to pay. So I went back home and went to eines because there was 
nothing to do. Just to pass time. Finahkly, my grandmother had a cotisin in 
Sibiu who was a Journalist for a paper, and he know this man who owned the 


tailor shop. He was the biggest tailor around, and thats how I started. 


i" 


% 
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Mrs. Baba: All I can tell you is the Romanian people were clanish. If there 
were someone in trouble, somehow or other they would hekp them out. Another 
thing, the Romanians, they never got in trouble. Robbing, or killing, or 
something like that. 

Mrs. B: Didn't they used to have fights, or somethinglike that? 

Mrs. Baba: They had fights, yeah, but it would never land up to the police. 
My uncle used to tell us that, my mother, she could sing, real nice. She had 
a good voice. When she came from Europe and was working for Montasad, shé'd 
go - someone had a tavern - and she'd go sing for them all the time. She 
knew some pretty songs. Something about leaving your village and all that. 
Her voice was really nice. 

Mr. Baba: She used to get up on the pool table and sing. 

Mrs. Baba: She'd get up not on the pool table, but on the bar! She'd get 

up and sing for them. They'd give my mother and the lady that owned the 
tavern, and they'd make chicken stew every Saturday for them and mamaliga 

(a solid corn meal mush). You know, the good old Romanian mamaliga. My 
mother would sing, and the guys, they would cry. Some guys would have a 

wife and kids back in Romania, and they were lonesome. My mother said 

thats the way she did it. I said,"Gee whiz, you were a barmaid!" My mother 
said, ""Noodo,". 

Mr. Baba: I think Jackie said one time,"I didn't dance on the bar like you!" 
I don't know what he did. 

Mrs. Baba: Every one was clannish, you know. 

Mr. Baba: You had to make your own. You had to run out and get your food and 
everything. 

Mrs. Baba: And slaughtering the pigs - that was a ritual by nagu's house. 
Every fall we used to go down to the farm and pick out the hog, have the 


farmer shoot it. Scrub it, bring it back, 
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ie, Baba: Well that Louie Ewing used to be here. He used to bring them. 
eve. Baba: I just know that used to be a ritual. They would make Romanian 
7 style sausage,clean the intestines...and I'd run away with Irene, becauge I 
| couldn't stand it. Our job would be to get some of that fresh pork and 


| take it upstairs and make a stew with onions and mamaliga. Then we'd all 


get together there. Gee, there would be a bunch, the guys at the hotel, etc. 
and we'd sit there with blood sausage and hams and then we had our smoke 
houses. We had one on Gutherie Street and we'd smoke our sausage. No 
refrigerators, my mother had a box in the pantry for milk. Remember, the 
milk would freeze and I'd take it and eat it. My mother would say," Over 
here is nothing, it's if frozen!" I said,"Ch, it's so good." Did you ever 
do that? 

Mrs. B: Yes, I did. That was before they pasteurized the milk, and you 
could see the cream on top. It was a glass bottle with a cardboard top on 
it. 

Mr. Baba: There was a dairy across the street from us. 

Mrs. Baba: Romanian people had a dairy. 

Mrs. B: Yes, Sabau. Gabriela. 

Mr. Baba: We used to run in there, Johnny Trimmel, Johnny Vintilla and my- 
self and your brother Pete (Pete Sarlea, Jr.) we'd go through the dairy and 
back out and get a little bottle of milk. 

Mrs. Baba: They did a lot of nono's. 

Mr. Baba: We used to dig back of our house was a path across the tracks to 


g0 to Main street, we'd make a big hold and put sticks and papers in tit. 


Mrs. B: You said you used to dig holes? 
Mr, Baba: Yes, we used to dig big holes and put twigs on it and thin card- 


board and we'd run all around and old people would fall in the hole and they 


couldn't get out so they'd hollar and we'd go over there and say,"Oh, you fell 
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in a hole" and we'd say"give me a dime and we'll pull you up, Then we'd 
take the dime or whatever and we'd go to the A & P store by the big rack of 
candy, and buy chuckles. Then we used to go to the dime store and they had 
these little racers, and they had the ledges around the counters and we'd 
take one and look at it, you know, and go "Vrooom, ah vrooom." wWe'd go home 
and get in the sand and make all kindssof hills things. we'd play marbles. 
Mrs. B: Did you go Christmas caroling?on Christmas Eve and then quit about 
three o'clock and go to the dime store and do your Christmas shopping out of 
the money you got from caroling. 
Mrs. Baba: I remember my mother would always go with a couple ladies. They 
used to go at New Years. They would sing at three o'clock in the morning. 
Mr. Baba: And wake us up. 
Mrs. Baba: My mother would have raised donuts (without the whole) and coffee. 
Mr. Baba: There would be one fellow with a wool cape that woubd dance. 
When I went to Romania in 1928, they were still doing that. They used to 
have the 19 to 21 year olds. They had almost like a fraternity. Only 
certain ones. Then we'd rent a house and they'd bring wine and food. 
Sometine you would rent a whole floor and the lady would cook for us. 
Mrs. Baba: They would teach you how to sing ? 
Mr. Baba: No, we went caroling. There were two groups. And what we got 
Was ours. We'd stay there ebketiae Bite days. We'd go home only in the 
evening, if you had to feed your cattle and clean up and go back. We'd 
sleep there on the floor. We'd do all kinds of crazy things. We were hoarse 
and the lady was making us hot wine with everything to drink. And we would 
dance and sweat, aud they used to take the guys, if you fell alsleep, they 
used to have the beams in the house and they would tie your feet up and if 
you would fall alsleep, they would take your belt off your pants and take it 


outside where the telephone line or whatever, and throw it up there. All 
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kinds of crazy things. Then we'd go with that, Christmas caroling. The 
people give you money. 

Mrs. Baba: I remember Pops, Mr. Kelleman, used to sing some verses. 

Mr. Baba: After the caroling was done. 

Mrs. Baba: I went so many years with them, md I'd always say "Wow!" It's a 
shame. Just like I have that book of Domnul Iunescu's songs, but not one 
note. 

Mr. Baba: Well, he know the melody. 

Mrs. Baba: And the old records I got from Domnul Iunescu, my mother ruined 
them. She washed them with alcohol, and ruined them all. I was so dis- 
appointed. See, you can't even play them on these players. 

Mr. Baba: They all had like a melting pot. People would come from all over 
Romania. 

Mrs. Baba: Mr. Haisa, remember when he had choir practice and he put up 

a sign nobody could come unless you were from the choir. Boy, he was a 
strict - I was afraid of him. 

Mr. Baba: You take half of the people who were from our region. They all 
settled on that side, and these other people were in East Chicago, 

Mrs. Baba: Some others went to Chicago, then. When the first man from my 
mothers village was going to come, that Sunday they had a special prayer. 


And the ladies were crying like for the dead. A chant like he's leaving and 


he'll never return. He came, and he hit it pretty good, It wasn't depression. 


There were times in America that there were no jobs. 

Mr. Baba: Well, he went to ,Montana, a lot of them went to Montana. 

Mrs. Baba: Yeg, but he was here first, and he wrote. Then these others 
started coming. 

Mrs. B: This is how they got the word to come to America. Someone was here 


and writing back. a 
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Mr. Baba: A lot of times I think back, how in the world did they ever do it? 
They couldn't read or write. They came here so young. You can see in the 
pictures, the clothes they had. Every thing must of been cheap. 

Mrs. Baba: My mother said she was lucky when she came on the boat. My 
mother could speak,German, Sas, Hungarian and Romanian. My mother said the 
German, she could understand a lot of American words. On the boat, right 
away she made friends. There were a lot of people who spoke German and 

then she'd tell the Romanians. My mother came all around the Black Sea 

to Yugoslavia and Italy and she» came all around and through the Gibraltars. 
She said it wasn't a regukar kind of boat. It had cattle and all kinds of 
stuff together. She said everybody was seasick. I don't know how many days. 
My mother said she thought she would never get to America. Crying. People 

of one nationality agaimst someone else. When they came to Elys Island, 

they ask you, and they put a card where you're going, your name. And she 
said they gave you an orange or a banana to go on the train. She said she 
never saw an orange. She didn't know what the heck it was,,and bananas? 

Mr. Baba: You wonder how in the world they made it. 

Mrs. Baba: And then she said she cried so much, because she made it. She 
was lucky knowing all those languages, 

Mr. Baba: Just at that time they came to the harbor cause they were starting 
to build that stgel mill. The cement plant was building then. 

Mrs. Baba: Sure, they used to go duck hunting on Grace Street. When my 

dad came, he said there was nothing but sand dunes. Main steet was sand and 
boards. He said that Riley, Reed and some other man bought the land for 
peanuts and he went inte the real estate business. They opened up a real 
estate and finagled here and finangled there and thats what he got at the end. 
I always told my father,"Boy, pa, you came so young, you should of gone to 
school and further your education."s» and he says "We came here to make the 


almighty dollar , and go back, thats all." 
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Subject - Sabina Baciu, Age 82 


Interviewer and Translator - Mary Bogolia 


‘Interviewer and Translator - Mary Bogolia 


Q. When did you come to America? 
aoe In 1910. I came with my mother and father and brother. 
g. Why did you come? 


‘4. Just to be in America, because we heard it was better then in Romania. 


Q. Did you go to school? 

. I finished primary school there, that is up to the eigth grade. So we came 
a my brother was only two (2) years old. We came to Youngstown and thats 
where I got married. 
‘ How old were you when you came here? 
hk, Fifteen (15) years old. I didn't go to school here at all, thats why I 
fon" know how to talk very well. 
q Now when you came to Youngstown - did you know anybody there? 

4A 


. Our own men from our village - "Shaika-Mare". They made it a city now. 


this (approximately 12 x 16) there were three (3) beds, one along each wall, 

and two (2) men slept on each bed, and we had six (6) rooms for sleeping. We 
. 
_ have a living room, only a bedroom. I slept in the same room with my 
J 


(Q&. Where did all the men eat? 
: 


. mother bought a "Bort" (Boarding House) with fifty (50) men. In a room like 
. 
; 
nother and father. 


4. We had a big-kitchen in the basement. It was like a hall. We had a long 


table, like the ones at church and the men would eat there. The men used to 
§0 to work with buckets. We used to fill the buckets, in the bottom we put 


tea or black coffee, then there was a tray on top - and here we used to put the 


food. There were bakers who made bread like home made. There was no sandwich 


bread. I used to help my mother. When the men came home from work, I used to 
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wash the buckets. By the time my mother put supper on the table, I had all the 
buckets washed. Then after supper I lined them all up on the table and filled 
the bottoms with coffee. Then the next morning we just had to put the food 

in. And we had coal stones to cook on, no gas. I used to get up at 5:00 a.m. 
and make the fire. Then we used to fix breakfast for the men - scrambled eggs - 


or wieners. 

-Q. Where did the men work? 

A. At Youngstown Sheet & Tube. 

3 And how much were the men earnings then? 

A. My Father worked two (2) weeks and got $18.00. My husband was one of our 


; 

_" and he worked on 2 machine, piece work, and he used to earn aroung 

A 

_~ for two (2) weeks. In those days, that was a lot of money. The boarders 


used to pay $2.50 a month for their rooms and we used to wash their clothes, 

too. 

Q. And how much did they pay for their board? 

A. Whatever it came to for two (2) weeks. We bought the food "on book" (credit) 
then we would total it up and divide the sum by the number of boarders and this 


4 


is what they paid. Sometime it was $2.50 some time $3.00 and when it was $3.00, 


figuring then if any one complained, they would argue with the one doing the 
figuring. 

After the men went to work, I used to go upstairs and make the beds and 
clean the ashes out of the coal stoves. Each room had a little stove and I 


h 

: 

j 

: 

_ they complained that it was too much! We used to let one of the boarders do the 
‘ 

; 

: 

had to take the ashes out and bring in kindling wood and set it so the men could 
; 


- their fires when they came home. 
§. So you met Mr. Baciu then. 
A. He was one of our boarders. In those days there were a lot of young men 


here but very few Romanian girls, and he used to help me clean out the ashes, 


and bring in coal, and things like that to help me. In those days, when there 
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would be dances, there were only Romanians. Just when our children started to 
go to school, that they started to mix with other nationalities. 

Q. When did you come to Indiana Harbor? 

KR. In 1919, after Sofia got married. 

Q. When you got married in Youngstown, did you have a big wedding? 


Oh yes - and my mother did the cooking for my wedding. Then for a honey- 


moon on Monday, I went and washed the dishes from the wedding - that was my 


ES ae ee ee 
3S 
. 


honeymoon. When we went to church service, we went in carriages. Four (kh) 

people in a carriage, and after the church service, the band went in a wagon 
playing all the was to the hall. 
Q@. Now why did you come to Harbor? 

A. In Campbell, where the mill was, there was a big strike and they called 

Mr. Baciu to work, but he didn't go. After the strike, when he went to go back 

to work, they wouldn't let him. So he came to Harbor. He went to Youngstown 

Sheet & Tube mill - then it was called Marsh Plant, and got a job. Then he 

wrote to me, and I came here. 

Q. What did your parents do? 

A. After I got married, my parents moved to Cleveland, md Sofia worked in a 

factory. Then when I came to Harbor, they came here, too, and we rented a 

house together. After a while, they went back to Romania, taking my two brothers. 

Q. What did you do? 

A. I rented some rooms, bought some second hand furniture and started a board. 

I put curtains (drapes) across the living room and used it as a bedroom and I 
Tented out the other two (2) rooms to bourders. We had a big kitchen, and we 
ate over there. I had Johnnie and Nick there. I always wanted to go to work 

like my sister (Sofia Popa) but my husband wouldn't let me. He said he didn't 
want his children crying from hunger till I came home from work, so I took in 
boarders. Then after my parents went back to Romania, I took the two boys - 


: 
; 


end went back for a visit. Then in 1925, I went back again and stayed eight 


age 44 , Sabina Baciu, cont. 


(8) years. dZohn and Nickie went to school in Romania. 


EQ. Now to go back a little in your story - When you came kere the first time, 


you came by boat? How many days? 


A. We were on the boat fourteen (14) days, and I think it cost about $40.00. 


OA pee oats: 


We slept in a big hall with bunk type beds. My mother and father slept in the 

bottom bunks and I slept in the top bunk. And I remember that during the night 
| the cooks used to come thru and sell pancakes. We had our "desagi" (kind of a 

knapsack) with bread and "slanina" (home cured bacon). On the boat we used 

to buy pickled herring. They didn't give us very much to eat, so we would buy 


t 


what we could. 


forghe (GEORGE) BALOG 


Interviewed March 24, 1977 
325 Taft Street 


By Pearl Mailath 


= All right, what is the village? 

Sse -—--iiy father came from satul Acag 

3 -—--Where is that, what province? 

=——Judetul Satul Mare 

——And your mother? 

-—-iiy mother from Viile, Satul Mare 

_=--All right. Uo you know when they came? 
=———Approximately 1912. 

--«Were they married in Europe? 

---iio, they got married in Aurora, I]linois. 
---wWho came first? 

---i believe my father came first. 

E <——Do you know where he landed? 

f 4 =--He landed in New Y ark. 

---0r where he took the boat or what ship he came on or anything like that? 


“=--tie said about Bremen, Germany, and then he landed in New York. Of course, 
from there, they were led to the rest of the Romaniansthat were in Aurora, Lilinois. 


_ s--He came straight to Aurora? 

} =--Straight to Aurora. 

blen -—-Because his ‘'sateni'' (townspeople) were there. 

=—-All their friends were there already. 

; =I see. And what did he do in Aurora? 

_=--For awhile he worked the scrap yard, 1 remember that....eseveral months. And 

q then he was recommended to work for the city as a floristes.the park..for the 
city park all over...that's what he did most of the time that he lived in Aurora. 
That's what he done...as a gardener. 


. =—-Hie worked as a gardener. Uo you know why he left Komania? 


=-Very hard tor me to say other than that the they were suppressed or repressed, 
just like most of the others. 
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_ ---it wasn't because he didn't want to go into...to evade the army service or 
something like that? He just came to make some money? 


; ---Oh.eehe had in mind just like most of us, make a thousand dollars. 
-—-Then in Aurora, how long did he stay there? Or did he stay there all his life? 


---No. in i921)I was three and a half. At that time the whole family returned — 
back to ROmania. 


---why did you go back? 


---ihat's a very good question. From what I remember, was that my father was ill for 
a couple of years. The doctor suggested a different climate. Instead of going to 
California, .....this country, his parents in the village suggested he should come 
back to the village..eehe had a little money saved up, and they was going to buy 
so much land and so many ianimals...ebecome rich. 


——--So they went back. 


---3SO sure enough, my sister and I, there were two of us born here in Aurora, went 
back to Komania, back in the village. Two years later, we became just like the 
rest of the people that never saw the United States. He was swindled out of his 
savings by cosigning for friends...e.e.that's what happened actually. 


---You mean, this swindle happened in komania? 


---Uver there, yes, by friends and ....you know. 
Then, of course, we went to school....primary school, in the village. Uone tiie 
best we could. Started to build a house but all of a sudden the finances became 
lOWeeesin fact, none. Everywhere the house was halfway built, so my father and 
my mother were compelled, once more, to go and serve. 


felen-—-Work as servants. 
---Uh, they were servants. 
-—-Servants. 

---where? For Saxons? 


---They went to Ploesti, near Buchurest, there where the oil wells are. And they 
worked. My father. worked one and a half years and my mother died there. 


---Uh, they never returned. 

---My mother died there. We were small. 

---How long did you live there? 

~--I stayed there until....in 1938 I returned here. , - 
~--Nineteen years....he was nineteen. 


---(I was) about nineteen years old. 


_---And when you left America, you were about three. you lived over there for 
sixteen years. How did you parents meet? In Aurora? 
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-=—-In Aurora, yese At church. 


---There..s..eyeah, she was in Elgin, Illinois, and he was in Aurora.e.ethey must have visisted 


---Well, they would go to Aurora just to get together eeee 


---they met in church... 


---And they got married in Aurora’ and lived in Aurora? Then they went back to 


Komaniae Now in Komania, you must remember some of your life out there. What 
did you think of it? 


---Uh, I remember very vividly. 
---That's what you should tell about. 


=--——YeS. Tell. 
---Well, what should I say? What happened to me after my mother died? 


---Start when you went there as a little boy. You went to school. How many grades 
did you go to school? 


---Uh, 1 had six gradesee..in the village. And then quite often my father would 
send a little note with me to the school and state in the note to the teacher, 
Would you please let George off today, tomorrow, after tomorrow to stay around 
the house or to help him to do some work because we want to, actuaily, we were 
share croppers after we became poor so i would help along. 


<--30 you helped around the farm. 


---I helped wherever i could....stay around the house and maybe watch over a couple 
of chicks that we had or one little pig or just watch the house. Watch the 
chicks so the hawk won't pick up the chicks, you know. That was one of my duties. 
Uf course, being a kid, I would get together with the rest of the kids and the 
hawk would steal the chickens anyhow. #ecause in the evening, my-parents would 
come home and "where are the chicks?! j said, “here they are,'' so they would 
count the chicks and one or two were missing, and I was stealing fruit from 
other people's garden with the other kids. Anyway, that's what happened. 


That part of my life, in the winter time I would go and chase rabbits for the 
big shots in the village. They would shoot rabbits, and I would be the one.... 
not only alone, other kids....my age would go and say, “'Hop, hop, hop, hop.’ 
(pronounced 'hope') 


---And the rabbit came out, 
h ——-Scare rabbits ... 


_s==Scare rabbits out of their dens, you know. And I would get paid maybe ten cents, 
; fifteen cents a day 


a——''Lej!! 


7 “—-eeeelei, Of course. And we were walking in the snow to our waist, and every 
‘ time they would shoot the rabbit, then we would jump at him like a hound, get the 
Fabbit and throw it around our shoulder. 


And then over the weekend we would go in the woods and gather any kind of wood 
for the fire because we had a heck of a time to provide enough wood in the fall. 


= 


; 
; 
| 
| 
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_ -—-in the summer we were too busy to gather wood for the winter, so in the winter 
we would do that, when we were cold. 


| =--And you would haul tine wood home then. 


---we would haul tne wood on our backs. And I had a good friend of mine, that he 
made me a sleighe And then we would go out with the sleigh, and carry the wood 
home on a sleighe Then not only get the dead branches that would fall off...that 
wasn't enough for wood. Then my fatner and this neighbor would get together ard go 
out and dig for the root system ot the wood, after the wood was chopped off, so for 
half a day we would keep warm by digging these roots out of the ground, follow me? 
And then half of the day we would get hot.after we put them in the fire. 


30.eeedo this work, that of course was steady in the winter time. To make heat 

in. the housceeeewe had three rooms in the houseee.eewe would keep warm only one. 

To keep warm, you Know, in the evening after we go to our lodging, we would have 
a stone or two hot on top of the stove, and we would take it immediately to our 

TSEC. ca 


---In bed...to keep your feet warm. 


---In the bed, and in the morning when you got up, you saw your breath....it was cold. 
So the frost on the windows... 


---You had dirt floors too. 


---Well, everybody did. It was a common thing. 


---All right. You never went to the upper school....la liceu? 


---I went to hard knocks college, and I graduated ‘'cum laude''...I was the valedictorian. 
of my class. 


I told you about my chores in the winter time. Wow in the summer time, I was 
engaged by my father to go and lead out of the village the animals to graze. 


---Now this was all the animals? Or just the cows? 


---That wase.ee..whoever had cows, they had maybe a couple of sheep, a couple of 
PigS, and a couple of geeseeee. 


-—-All kinds together. 


---Yes, because they had enough land to keep them. I would watch the animal for 
ONCeeeseOne familyeelandowner but he had enough. If we would have one cow, then 
he allowed us to throw my cow in the herd and I would watch his herd all day long. 
I would lead them from one area to another to graze. That was my job for the 
summer. And I would get toyether with other kids that done the same thing, you 
see. And again the cows would go in somebody else's land and we'd play with the 
mice, catch mice. We had a little dog and he would catch the mice, and we would 


play the mice you know. Tie the mice together and tive them names and ... just 
kill tim@s.ss 


---I was going to ask you how did you pass the time because watching animals is 
boring work. 


ow=-Very boring..o.s.e.I thought many times, Oh, this will never end, but I had no 
choice. I had no...no place to complain to. Complain to what? To who? 
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---And then on the weekends I would switch with another boy in the village, or 
else it was managed that the herd would stay home and I would stay home myself 
and go to the public places where they would play bowling and I would be setting 
pins for the gypsies and the Romanians 


seseeceseeeeand I would make some money... 
quite a bit of money. 


---That was lawn bowling wasn't it? 
---That was....enot lawn bowling...it was, it wWaSe.. 


---Whatls it called in Romanian? 


---It's "popici'', you know, but the alleys were made with a side wall. 


---...small ball, small ball... 


---..elarge, large balls and no holes in the balls. I got them here, I made a 
bowling alley here. I have pictures of it. I made my own because I was in love 
with them over there. But at the side, boards, it wasn't open, you Know, we had 
boards on the side so the ball wouldn't run off......tne gutters. and the pins 
way over here....you have to have a straight ball..to fall...if the ball would 
hit that board, it didn't count. (Side boards are gutters). 


Then in the fall time I was called, for everyone I was called to...turn the grapes. 
I was very good at it. To make wine because we had a lot of vineyards in our 
village. And I would be employed for two, three weeks, a month ahead of time, at that 


season. 
-—--And this is barefoot? 


---Barefoot, yes. In the fall time, of course, yu would pisk up, again in the fall 
time, late in the fall....we would pick up the produce from the land. I would be 
good at it because I was quick. I would gather more than average kid would. 
---but you always worked for somebody else? 


---l always worked for somebody else, and I was in need. I was very adaptable | 
even at that time. (Probably “in need'' means others needed him to help with work). 


---Now the money that you earned, did you turn it over to your parents or did you 
keep it? 


---0h, the money that I earned I would...I would just ...ewillingly gave some to 
buy salt, and petroleum and matches and yeast but I kept enough for myself so I 
could buy myself things that I needed. Maybe a knife or maybe ice cream or shoe 
laces...or stuff that I was in need of.... 

---You didn't make a lot of money. 

~--i didn't make a lot of money. A little bit I had right along. 


——-NNever broke. 


-~--l always nad a little change in my pocket. 


¥: 
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_ =--Une fine day my father engaged me to the thrasher..sethrasing machine. And I was 
carrying away the chaff from the machine....barefooted....just like everybody else. 
This was in the summertime, you know...and that was one of my toughest country boy 
life in the village when I served, as I said, as a chaff carrier....carry the chaff 
away from that machine. 


---tiow did they...put it in bags or how did you carry it? 
---We had .e.you see this stretcher when they carry people...in ambulancese.cee? 
--—-Yes. 


---Ukay, picture ofie of those kind but wider and the sheet was bigger so the chaff 
would fall into that. So, when we carry it away, almost reach the dirt because 
we were, you know, small...ewe Can'teeee 


w——-.eeraise it as high as you couldee.. 
-——but we had in thateeee 
=——-you mean, two men would carry it? 


—--TWO,eeeejust like you carry the stretcher....ewith approximately eight or ten 
bushds, maybe twelve...that deep. 


---As much as you could load on it. Would it be about the size of a blanket, or 
bigger? 


---Well, a little bit larger because you see, that was wrapped around the post, you 
knowe.e.the edges, and when that was full, ten, twelve busheks was in there. 

So one fine day, when the belt....you know..that machine...that operates the 
thrasher....broke....that takes about a half hour to repair...i ran away from my 
post. And they couldn't find me. And one guy couldn't carry it (the chaff). 
And they couldn't operate the whole machine. Because I was missing. 


So finally, one fellow saw me from way on top of that....e.ewould throw in there 
(working on top of funnel which threw chaff out and from that high perch, saw him) 
He said, ‘'there is George.’ I was digging out between my toenails...that chaff 
that was going in between my toes, you know. So, he came to me. I was sitting. 
He pleaded with me to come back. After all, I said, I'm not going back anymore. 


They finally got my father because my father was one of the workers there too. 
He was stacking straw..the straw, you know. He came. I said, 'Uad, I'm going 
and I'm never going to come back anymore.'' So then he said, at least, then he 
cussed out in Komanianeesat least finish this day out and I didn't go...I didn't go. 


So one of the men that Workedesceceel can't explain (in cEnglish).ee. 
---1 tnink you do.w...mix it up, mix it up (speak either English or Romanian or mix it 
in order to explain better) 


—--no matter how you slice it, when you slice balogna, it's balogna. 


So from this machine...I ran away. I had a cousin, a tailor, in the city of 
Timisoara. Because this other was in the village. And I remembered that he had 
told gre that when I wanted to leave the village, I should go see him. I had enough 
money hidden away at home to pay for the train fare...because ....I had worked and 
so I had money. So I didn't go back to that machine. I went home and I got 
together some clothes, made of sackcloth, handwoven. 
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_=—-The station was in the neighboring viliage of Acas. I was in beltiuge I went 
; to the train on foot. The train traveled all aiant and a day, and I arrived in 
Timigoarae i didn't have any money. All i had was in my knapsack. And I was 
barefooted. 


; ---Barefooted? 


-——-Yes, barefooted.......from the (fields)...the thrashing. Since I wasn't grown 
up, i didn't have boots. 


---You know, you can have an idea how poor poor it) wase Poor poor, you know. 


---1 went to my cousin in Timisoara and he was ashamed of meee.esewhen he saw Meeeee 
with the sack over my shouldereeee 


-——-And barefoot. 


---l said, well here I am. tie looked down at mee. He didn't have any choice. (He 
had to help me). tHe shared a room with another ‘'calfa''s.ee.eehe was a 'calfa de 
CrOitOre'eeeeeea journeyman tailor. 


---Uh, ‘ical fa." 


---''Calfa'' is journeyman. 'Ucenic'' is apprentice. So he turned to this fellow, he 
says, ‘'Rudi, in your shop don't you needeeee'' He was a paintereeeesthis man was 
a painter, this Kudi Kosza (7), a German. He was the foreman at the paint shop. 
and my cousin asked, ‘'Rudi, don't you need an apprentice? My cousin is here from 
the village and he wants to learn a trade."! 


Now 1...1 didn't want to learn just any trade. I must like it. kudi answers, ''Yes, 
we could use even two apprentices.'' He looks at me. He's dressed up, has a gold 
tooth, is wearing a tie. I look at him....as if ne's Jesus Christ. He wore a 
watcn too. He says, ‘Tomorrow morning you will go with me to the shop in town. 

be ready.'! 


He (cousin) lived on the outskirts of town. The next morning, like a little 

puppy, 1 was ready. Kkeady to charge. He (kudi) gets on his bicycle. I look at 
him, and I said, “How do I go?"' He says, "You follow me."' He rode his bicycle and 
1 followed him, running like a pony. unly once did he stop, that maniac. He 
stopped once for a littie bit...so I could catch my breath. 


=—<<—Was tt far? 
——-Uf course. It took almost a half nour. 
---That was a cruel life there, you know. 


---l arrived there. tHe arrived ahead of me, naturally. He parked his bicycle. I 
entered after him, looked around....like a calf at a new gate.....frigittened.... 
like a scared rabbit. He takes me into the shop, a shop larger than this house. 
and this is big. I see eight other journeymen painters....all wearing clothes 
splattered with paint, paint on the walls, paint smell, everything....paint 

ever ywhere.e..different colorsesecand machineseeeeMixerSs eee 


and he introduced me to the master painter, a Frenchman. He comes over to me 
and asks me, in Hungarian "'How do you like all this over here?" I said, ''Very 
much.'! 


Nothing of the kind, because I didn't think | would stay there very long. 
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_ ---But he says, ‘Well, young man, you stay with us for two weeks on trial, and if we 

Re like you and you like us, we will draw up a contract for four years and we'll teach 
you this trade.'' To finish furniture....to polish and paint it...furndture finisher. 
Not to make the furnituresses just tosseee 


Well, in any event, I was ready to charge. I was ready to do anythingececsece 
reluctantly, even to paint. When I saw that, I said I had never seen anything else 
in my life. So Kudi went about his business....to regulate and to set straight 
other guyse And here i was, like a puppy, ready for an order, you know. 


So, pretty soon....that one...-one of the..e..nis helper or some kind of manager 
came along and he said’@yuri (George)'! that's what he said in Hungarian because we 
spoke Hungarian in there. They were Hungarian and German. He said, “You turn on 
this machine here (turn the handle) and somebody else will mix the paint but you 
just turn it. And when this arm hurts, use the other one."' He frightened me a 
little but I turned it. Sometimes I rested because it was necessary to wait until 
somebody added colors. 


Then they put me to polish the furniture, wipe it down, clean it off, different 
tasks. i worked. Went home in the evening, but I didn't run anymore because now 
I knew the way home. I walked. This guy rode his bicycle back. I walked to my 
cousin's house. Two weeks passed. i slept there too, at his landlady's. She had 
rooms, i don't know where, but she had a place for me to sleep. It was summers; it 
wasn't cold yet. 


The two weeks were up. Time for the contract. I kept thinking.....four years! 
I'm not in the border guard. I'm not in the army....to serve four years....to 
serve my country. There was an apprentice program for three years also. 6ut with 
the three years, the parents had to buy you clothes and they paid for your release 
after you had served for so many years. I assured the master painter, ‘Mr. KOSZay, 
my parents will pay all the expenses and will buy all my clothes.'' And I knew very 
well that my father didn't have enough for themseives. But I didn't want to serve 
four years. They agreed to three years. Even now I have that contract. I got it. 

ew=-20 you stayed three years? 

---I stayed three years. 

---tiow old were you then? 

---At that time wnen I started I was sixteen....fifteen years old. 

---Yes, and you stayed three years? 

---Three years as apprentice and I worked a year and a half as journeyman. 

—--Uidn't you tell me you were fourteen? 

---I'm not too sure now, fourteen...fifteen.....but nevertheless, it's.....over. 

---That's good enough. 

——-After two weeks on trial, I liked it and they liked me. And they arranged a place 
for me to stay. They did my laundry. i ate at a “cSmin'' where there were 265 


apprentices like me....ali of us were living in this locality. 


——And ail painters? 


Ho, no. Each one had his own trade. Some were painters too....different trades. 
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—-''C3min* was supported by the state. 
-—-tialf was paid for by the employer and half by the government. I lived there 
for three years. Each morning we had caraway soup at the “camin''. Saturday's 
we had tea and Sunday's we had coffee. 


_-=--That was all you had to eat? 


---in the morning, you know, with bread. Each one received a loaf of bread for the 
whole day. You ate out of it all day. 


{ ——-.2eeef0Fr the Wwnole day. 

---If you finished your bread and didn't have enough, you had to buy your owt. 

---You didn't have any more? 

---You had to buy another loaf if you so desired. If not, you swiped from the 
others who had more. That was the custom. And there were bedbugseee. Every 
morning when we woke up, they (bugs) woke up too when we turned on the lights. 
The bedbugs woke up too, and all of them would scurry for cover. You'd think 
nobody was home. but the sheets were full of blood, you know, from the (bites). 
eeeon thellegs. They were almost like Komanian citizens. Everybody had bedbugs 
in the “camin.'' Not only I. 


After three years I received a diploma which I brought over here and had trans-— 
lated into English. It tells how well I learned and what I learned. 


---Did they pay you during the time you were an apprentice? 

---No. No pay at all. 

---No money at all: 

---No money at all. Only if you worked diligently, you received tips at the end of 
the week. A little something from the employer and the most from the journeyman 
who worked with you during the week. 


---You know what a ''calfa'' is? 


---Yeah, journeyman. When they paid the owner, they gave you about 25¢ (25 lei). 
They wouldn't give you the money directly in your hand. They threw it at you. 
Yes, that! s.ccces 


—--Suppose somebody else picks up your money? 

iio, it was intended for you....eby the way it was thrown toward you. This was the 
Customeeeetive way it was done. And during the week, when I was hungry and I didn't 
have any money, i'd go to the master painter and bey “ir. Rosza, please give me 
three lei.'' 

“What do you need money for again?'' 

“well, Mr. Rosza, I want to buy bread for two lei and cracklings for one leu." 


“But, young man, do you think I'm rich? Always money, always food you dream of. 
What's the matter with you?" 
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| ee-And I'd hang my head. He'd put his hand under my ¢hin and raise my head up. 
; He'd say, ‘‘Look up at me, you snotty nosed, yo. ieething. Come and eat me up 
so you'll s--- rags for two weeks, just rags. i'm poor too, I'm poor too,'! 


When i heard that he was poor and that I should eat him up and that I will s 
rags for two weeks, I thought....you just wait. I started stealing materials and 
brushes and started doing odd jobs for the same customers that he had. Ii would 
ask the lady (customer) "Ma'am, would you have something else for me to do, 

any extra jobs? A pantry, a porch or something? I'il do it for half the price,'! 


And the lady would look at me and ask when I could do it. I'd say I'll do it 
after working hours on on Sunday. She'd agree. And so i earned some money and 


when I thought they might catch me with what I had stolen, i'd destroy every- 
thing and then steal again. 


---You did that out of necessity. 


——-e.e.e.0ne minute.s..e..for some I was considered quietese..for me to go swimmingese.. 
Or tOseseeecven today I'm afraid to kill time. Can you imagine that? it's 
instilled in me....since then. 


---You have to work, 


---1 feel that way. I never lie (about that). That's what you call a work—aholic. 

——-Well, you can't get into trouble that Waye 

---lardly. 

pe-So, when did you leave the paint factory? 

---Well, I left him prior to the time that I came back to the country....here. 

---Because he was a citizen (American) he could come back. 

~--because instead of going into the army, I very much fought against that. I 
didn't want to lose that...that limit..what I would have to be inducted into the 

Army, then I would lose my citizenship here. 


---what age would that be? 


~--That...at age of nineteen. I had already participated in the preparations...the 
pre-military. When you are nineteen, each young man was forced to go to camp to 
perform certain exercisesSeesewhere you throw grenades and you drilled and so on. 


---tiow long did these exercises last? 

——-About six, seven months. 

---That long? 

—-—-And so they threatened me...e.you will never see America again. You ate and 


your father ate bread from Romania. You won't leave. We'll show you that you 
won't ever go anywhere. I was in line with the others, only I waSessees. They 


But I knew that the american Consul wasee.s..1l had contacted them and they had 


written to Aurora and they knew my situation. 1 knew that I would come over here. 


humiliated me, you know. 1 didn't know what to sayy what to do. I just kept quiet. 
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---i knew I would come here before it was time for me to be inducted into the Army. 
Because once you're sworn in, you know, you're in.se.etnat's it. 


——-30 you left? 

=w—-So I left. I went back to my villaye...in '38. 1 came back in 1930. I went 
back to the village thac I nad fled and lived there witn my parents and friends 
about three months. when my passport arrived there in the village, I said adios 
and I was back on vacation again. 


---Uid you ever see your mother again, before she died? 


---No. I was a small child...ten, ninessesewhen she went to work as a servant in 
Ploesti. She died there in Ploesti. 
4 


---Uh, you were young. And you had only one sister? 

~--One sisteresesMariaeseeseshe was born here in Aurora. After we went back, I had a 
brother who is still over there. I brought my father over here again. I brought 
my father and my sister, but.... 

---Is your sister still living? 

---Yes, my sister is living here in Gary, in Glen Park. But my father....I brought 
him here, a widower naturally. He lived over here for ten yearse He died five 
years ago, about five years ago. He lived with us for ten yearse He lived a 
happy life right here. 

---And your brother remained over there? 


---My brother, Aurel, is in Satul Mare. He's the only one over there....from our 
fami ly. 


---After you arrived here...did you come alone? 

---Alone. 

---Where did you land? 

---I landed not too far from Toader Vurva, there on llth. I got off the street car 
and the conductor said, ''Nomanian people, komanian people.’ (Conductor let him 
off where he knew quite a few Komanians 1ived) 


-——-Un Jackson Street? 


---There was a tavern on the corner.e.e.eea Komanianeseeewho was that....he died... 
Strimbu.. : 


——-Tom Strimbu? (lith and Adams) 


“--Yes, there...that's where I got off. A lot of Romanians were around there. And 
from there I went to Dyer. fy aunt lived there (in Dyer), irs. Novac, Mrs. 
Livia Novac and Charlie Novac. So I started working for them, in their store. WW 
They had a grocery store in Harbor. And so I started to render lard and 
to clean chickens and I learned another trade. Later I became his partner, and 
then I got married. Iwas in the Army. i was in the Philippines, in Japan... 


_ s=-Weit a minute. You owned the business first. 


RGE ANU HELEN BALOG Page 12 


_ womeceeceeel learned another trade from Mr. Vasile Novac. And after a year, I became 
his partner. te made me his partner. I didn't have any money, butecee. 


---He was your uncle, no? 
---He waseeeyeah, his wife was my aunt, yes. 
---And so you worked with him? 


---And so I was with him until I was forced to leave and I went into the Army , here 
(in this country). 


---How old were you? 

---We got married first, George. 

---We had one daughter....Vickie. I got married in 1941, no? 

---'41. by that time he had the business with another....with a Serbian fellow. 


---Uuring this time my uncle sold his share of the business to one of the workers in 
the store, and I was his partner.....with a Serbian....Mark Kosovac, yeah. 


---wWhat was the name of your store? 

---Standard...Standard Food Market...country store. 

---In East Chicago? 

-—-un 3001 Main Street...3601 Main. 

---That's (Indiana) Harbor? 

—--Yese 

---You were in the service? 

~--l was drafted. When I was drafted, I took my training in Camp Blenning, Florida. 

---You were drafted in September? OUctober? 

———I3th..ee 

—--194...4. 

---What? ‘44, 

---In '44 he got out probably? 

~--Vickie was two years old when you went to service. ‘44 yeah, because you were 
married, you were a pre-rearl Harbor father, and you were postponed. You didn't 
become 4—A until 1944, so Uctober 1944 you went in. 

--—-Uctober 13. 

——-1944, that's right. 


-—-iHow long were you in the service then? Two years? 


_ “Approximately two years. 
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When you caine back, you went into the grocery business again? 

--—-—fhen I WASeeces 

---vinat nappened to tne store while you were gone? 

---I sold it. I sold my snare, and I bought a little store by Washington High 
School that my wife kept going....a little delicatessen. I came back and I 
worked that store for several months. Then I went back in the same spot. I 


Opened up alone, opened up alone the store...3601 Main Street. 


---when your father came over here, what did he thnk of America? What was his 
impression? Do you remember? 


---Oh, yes. My father was very grateful. 

---Are you talking about when he first came to America? 

---Not first (time). You're talking about when I brought him back? 
---Either time. 

---I cannot say what he thought of it the first time, of course. 
---He didn't like it, George. He went back. 

---..Because he was ill. 

<All right. sut when you brought him beck? 


---Wwhen I brought him back, the man was proud of the United States. He became a 
citizen, mind you, he knew the Constitution and he passed his littlee.e.. 


———testece 

---. citizenship paper ees. 

—--test, oh, immediately. And he spoke english by the way. He never forgot. 

---tie never forgot English in that forty years he was gone. v 

-—--Forty years it was? 

---Yes, because he worked for the American company in Ploesti as a guard, you know. 
They were americans over there. Wevertheless, he spoke*English weil enough and he 
walked humbly with his guard (took his job as guard humbly=-—=-very appreciative) 

My father was very.ee.he was in his glory. te respected everything and anything 
about these United States. 

—--So then he was happy you brought him here? And grateful? 

---he made the happy life here for twenty years. 

---wWere you living here (in this particular house)? 


---kight here, in this place. 


——-when did you buy this place? 


_ =-0h, i bought this place about in '65 (1965). 
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- =--We lived three years in Gary. 


---We lived in the brunswick area, but we had this place right along. Two doors away 
we owned another property, and that's where he would come out and.ee.. 


---He called it a park? 

---rark, yeah. Were you ever here when we had the komanian picnics? 

---Oh, yes. 

---See that area. That's where my father would trim those trees, put grapevineseecee 

---tvery corner he had something. 

—--.eeshrubs, fruit trees. tie would feed the fish there. He would have a real 
good time. He would work right along every day, not much, but a little bit 
right along. 

---tie never worked anywhere else, he just stayed here? 

-—-That's all. te would help me occasionally in the store. 


---(The park) was his hobby....and his life. 


---This (home) was his hobby and his.....he thought he was very much in need 
(that he was needed very much and was being very useful), and I made him feel so. 


---tiow old was he when he died? 

---81 years old. 

---And he was able to work up until the end? 

---Practically to the end. 

---He was a pretty healthy man. 

——-seeseabout six months he was kind of sick, you know, dragging aiong. 


-—-Yean, about sx months he dragged along. (but always he)....was here.....Johnny 
on the spot. 


---l also had a tavern and restaurant...on Mighigan Avenue. I had a tavern and 
restaurant while I had this store where you father used to come in. 


---How did you do that? How did you manage both? 


---well actually, i bought it in partnership. Then I ended up that I bought out my 
partner Cosgary, Uscar Cosgary. 


---You were witn Uscar? 
--—-Yeah, for awhile. 
=—-Tnat's right. Can you imagine it? 


——-seeetavern, after I bought it from Uscar. 


| No, no. You had it about a year and a half, George, because finally you sold out. 
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| ---To who? 

---To John Flynn. 

——-iiell, wasn't I in partnership with Chuck? 

---Yeah, for awhile, but it didn't last tnat long. 

-—-Altogether I didn't have the tavern for three and a half years? 

——-NO, Oh, NO.e 

---wWith different people you nad it? 

---Yeah, different people. 

=--And then you had it by yourself? 


---Une time I nad it by myself, sure, because my wife worked it. I would drop her 
otf at the tavern and I would go to the store. for now long I did tnat? 


=--Six months. 


---3ix months. I had a manayer, and tnen it ended up that the manager had more 
money that I nade I! sold the tavern to the manager. 


---You know, we were..elet’s see, during that time I think we had two children. 
Veronica was born then. In '49 Veronica was born. I don't know how we managed. 
I don't know how I managed ail tie way through. 


---1 didn't work for about four years, and finally moved back to Harbor. We moved 
back to Harbor. we finally’got a business at 42nd and Euclid where we lived 
rignt next to the business..e. 


---....where the business was connected.ececoe 


---because that was in '55, though. ....But that one time in '55 when we got this 
store at 42nd and Eulcid there...the oldest girl.see.'42 (she was born in '42) 


---That would be thirteen years old. 


---She was twelve years old and Vernoica was what, five, and Susie was three or 
something like that. And we managed because we lived right...in the store, you 
know, walk from the kitchen into the store. And then we had that for five years. 
The girls got big enough to take care of themselves then. We moved to Black Oak. 
We bought a store in Black Uak. And then we lived on Durbin in Gary, and then 

Vickie was old enough to be home with the girls. They did a lot of fighting, but 
I was back and forth, and then we brought the girls to work in the store with us 
as they got old enough. 


We bought that store there in Black Oak. We were there ten years. We sold it. 
it will be seven years this December. 


& ——We help other people. We brought a family here. That's a family of two. And 
then we brought two other persons 


——- Yoo" 349" Some friends here from Germany. 


| see from GErmMaNy oe eWlecesee 


— 


ORGE AND HELEN BALOG Page 16 
-—--.ehelped them get started. 
-—-—Yeah. 


———(showing pictures)...mother and father. This is george. This is the year they 
went back to Europe. 


---Yeah, this is when I went back. Look over here I have shoes. 


---Look at me..with a knife.....to peel anything, to peel or to cut switches, 
to carve a ‘'fluer'! (flute), you knoweeseseyou don't know about that. 


---0h, yeah, oh,yeah. 

w--eeeein the spring time...you km, it was somethings... 

---Everybody had a chain like that. 

---but if you had ome, you was somebody, you know. 

---Uh. 

---i had, I had. (Wearing a chain and knife was a mark of distinction) 
---And you had a chain and a knife. 

---I had a chain and a knife, because.... 

---Like the big boys. 


---Yeah, because i always had a few cents in my pocket. I managed to do some kind 
of work, that I got a few lei all the time. 


---What I consider failure is when you fail to get up after you down, you know. I 
was down many times. 


--—-but you picked yourself up. 


---1 didn't want to stay there. I was motivated because I know that I had to do it. 
who's going to give me what? 


---That's right. Wow, when you were in this country, did you attend Komanian 
affairs or did you mingle with Romanians? Uid you belong to the church or the 
societies? 


—--Sure, 1 belong to ....tor a limited time I was the secretary of the youth, 
Nicolae lorga club. Then, of course, I belong to the church which I still do. 
“eeethe Greek Catholic Church, Fr. Muresan's, you know. And we help everybody 
along. I been right along...komanians, so to speak. 


’ ---Uid you speak Komanian with the children in the house? 
-—-Hardly. 


w--S0 they don't understand Komanian at all? 


i Very little. gecause I was away, most of the time. When I came home, the kids 
i would be asleep...when they were little. And when they're big, you know, you 


= can't teach. 


So Oe eer 
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a: ---That's right. vid they go toe..e.they didn't go to komanian School or 
churcn scnool ¢ 


---Not to school, but they went to the komanian church, yes. Whenever we managed, 
we'd take them along. 


—--eeewhen somebody slapped my face. 
---why did they hit you? (This is back at the paint factory) 


---because i did not obey instantly their desires. Wow when the manager of the 
shop would walk in in the morning, mind you, the big shot....1 would be at the 
other end. And he had his nands in the pocket, and he looked at me and he would 
make a motion like this with his face to close the door after him. Then I would 
have to drop wnatever I was doing, rush to his door and close the door gently 
after him. «and if I would show any signs of displeasure, he would give me a 
rough time for days. 


--—-—That was mean. 


---wWell, I told you about what my boss said,....so, come and eat me UP es evccces 
When this fellow sent me for a glass of water, and it wasn't cold enough, he 
would throw it right back in my face.....without words. So don't you worry. I 
would go over there and let the faucet run, wipe the glass and everythingese. just 
so and so....and heseesehe meant business. 


eeeel'm very thankful. Because if these people would have been lax with theires.. 
as you say in komanian, 'Ordinul nu sa discutS, ordinul s@ execut%.'' (An order is 
net discussed, an order is executed). I executed their orders. in other words, I 
learned how to take orders because,as I was told, so eventually you might going to 
give out some orders yourself. And I kept that registered in my little mind. And 
i done just that. When this fellow said that to me, I remembered. Sure enough, 

i had the chance, but in a different atmosphere. i didn't give nobody rough time. 
I gave them food when they were hungry without telling them that you can't have it, 
or anything like that. dut that stayed with me...for some time. 

---How many languages can you speak? 


——-Let's say, about four. I speak four....almost fluently and then I tackle a 
couple of others. 


---Wait, what are they? ROMAaN1 ANeecee 

“—-Komanian, Hungarian, Spanish, English and then Serbian....ethats not very hard. 
---You know Hungariansee. 

---I read and write Hungarian, too. I read and write. 

---Uid you go to school in komania (Hungarian school)? 

~—-ii0, NOs My boss in the shop taugint me. 

-—-Oh, that's where you learned it. 


~—-se+enot only the language, but he taugiit me the trade. 
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jen ---y father came here in, I guess he was in America a couple of times, and he 

¥ went back to Europe. The first time he must have come about 1907, something like 
that. And then the last time he came was about 1911. In the meantime, my mother 
and he met in Europe and my sister was born there and he came to America and left 
my mother and sister there. And tien when she was three years old, that was in 
1909 he came the last time, my sister was born that year and my mother came here 
in 1912. 


Then, of course, I was born in 1916. I had a sister born in 191d, and a brother / 
born in 1919. And then my father died in March of 1920. He was aseeeehe came to 
Clinton, INdiana. He was a coal miner. He died during the flu epidemic. He 
died of pneumonia. 
And then a year later, i barely «eI was about three and a half when he died, and 
I can just....I just remember him dead in the houseseee.eremember Nimeesesthat there 
was someone dead in the house....and crying and carrying one That's whateemy 
menory of him. 

---You were living in Clinton tien? 

=——-(linton, Indiana.s Then a year later my mother remarried. I have a step-father. 

-—-Was he Komanian? 

---He was Komanian, yeah. 

-——-what was his name? 

——Well, my father's name was George Menes, M-E-H-t=5, and my mother's name was 
Raveca (Rebecca) Gabor. My father came from Comuna Sacel, Judetul Udorhei. 
And my mother came from Comuna poard, Judetul T8rnava Mare. 


---And then when your mother remarried, what was her other name? 


---Maris. She married George Maris. We were three girls and one boy, but we were 
all from Mehes, we were ail Mehes. 


---Yes. She didn't have any more children with this... And then where did you 
live after that? 


---when I was about six years old, we moved to Terre Haute,Ipdiana. «And we lived 
in Terre Haute until I got married in 1941. 


---well, then how did you meet him if you lived inees. 

-—-i came up here to «e..esmy mother kicked my brother out of the houseese.-young boy. 
He spent about three and a haif years at Indiana State, and he couldn't hold a job 
so she told him just to get out. He was twenty-one. Get out and come to Indiana 
Harbor. She had a cousin here. And he got a job in the mill. Then a month later 
she got worried about him, sent me up here to see what he was doing, and i met 
George. : 

---Uh, that's how you met. 

—--That's how we met. 

---Uid you have a big wedding when you got married? ¢ 

-—-Yeah . 


——aAt the hall? — _—?< cs Pe ~ 5 ae zs aay = = Sige ee Sete een = i eels Set 
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— =—-—Yeai. 


---where were you married? 
--—-Here in Harbor. 
---what priest? 


---what was the name of the priest who married uS, George? 
Fr. Spariose. You know, ours was the first wedding in the independent church, 
the Trei lIerarchi. You know the Trei lerarchi Church? We had the first wedding. 
Costino was our nas, big deal...es (nas is best man) 


---This was in '41? 


-—-Yeah, '41. The church had split up already, and €ostino and his bunch were at 
this other church. They built a new church on Elm. And then we had the first 
wedding.s.s..ebig wedding in that church, at that time. They came to Terre Haute, 
with Novac, Costino came to Terre Haute and talked my mother into me coming here 
to get married, you know, There was a little friction, butecsees 


Eventually 1 joined the Greek Catholic Church with him. 
---Uh, he was Greek Catholic? 
---Yeah, ne was Greek Catholic. 
“--SO you just stayed with the Greek Catholic church? 


---Yean,yeah. We got married in the Urthodox church first, and then three years 
later we went to the Greek Catholic Church and got married again, and, you know... 


“--And stayed Greek Catholic? 
=--And stayed Greek Catholic, yeah. 


-~--it was hard. Thy had a hard life, you know, working in a coal mine. But they did, 
I know they did own a home and they had a little orchard there in Clinton, indiana. 


---UVid they always live in Clinton? 
---Yeah, until he...well, he died in Clinton. 
---why did he go to Clinton? 


---I think he originally came to Terre Haute where his sister was. Because there 
were a lot of people from Sighisoara and from around Sighisoara and Sacel and 
poard, that were in Terre Haute. And then of course getting a job in the coal 


mine, he had to go to Clinton, Indiana, because there was a little community of 
Komanians there who worked in the coal mines. 


And when he died in 1920, we had a car. He did quite well. “He was ahard working 
person. And we had a house, a little four-room house, and he had a cag, Model T 
Ford that my mother sold after he died. Of course, she had a rough year after he 
died because with four children....then she was almost compelled to get married. 


Because there was children to raise. There was no social security then, you know, 
as there is now. 
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“--Uid you speak Komanian in the house? 


--~Always, yeah. When I started school, I didn't speak English. I spoke no English 
at all when I started school. We lived in a community where there ail kinds of 
foreign people....eeSerbs, Italians, Hungarians, Romanianse...coal minerseethey were 
all different nationalities. And I remember going to school and getting = a whipping 
because I didn't know what the teacher was saying. 


---Who whipped you, the teacher? 


~--The teacher, yes. Because Ii wouldn't answer. I didn't know what she WAS sayiNngee. 
to me. 1 remember my sister going there and having a fight with her, you know. 
My sister was seven years older. «And 1 remember walking out of school and going 
to a neignbor, a Komanian, there..eeand crying and she fed me and she had a little 
baby who later became the president of the Uniunea § Liga, John Nicoaraceses 


-—--Kose Vobry? 


---Nio. WNicoara, the one that used to.se..a few years ago, in 1962 he was the president 
of the Uniunea and Liga. what the heck was his name? oe erccceccccces 


{ can remember, at the time, going over there.eeewalking out of the schoolroom 
because the teacher whipped me because i wouldn't taik. I just didn't know any 
english. 

——=-30 you spoke .ee.all of you children spoke kKomanian. How aboutece. 

--=Not my children. 

-—--NO, your children don't. 

---No, we did at home. Because, see, they couldn't speak English, and we were forced 
to learn Komanian regardless. My oldest sister and my brother still speak Romanian 
but one of my sisters has gottea away from it completely. She understands but very 
little. And yet she spoke just like we did all the time. 


---Well, there tne closest church was in Terre Huate, wasn't it? 


=--Yeah, well we didn't go....of course, by the time I was six years old, then we 
moved to Terre Haute and then we attended church regularly. 


~--Uid they have the Romanian school there? 

---In Terre Haute? Yeah. 

---Vid you go? 

---Oh, yes. NO questions were asked, whether you wanted to go or not. You went, 
---The whole family or just you? 


—--No, the others went too. The others went too. They had Romanian school and there 
was choir practice. It was quite a....the social life was all around the church. 
and the Romanians there. When we had Easter at different times, it didn't make any 
difference if the rest of Terre Haute had their Easter. The Romanians had Easter 
then. We and the Syrians were tiie only Orthodox in the city. And we celebrated 
caster as if that's the way it's supposed to be done. It was just sort of a close 
knit group. 


Pr. 
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itm interested in the school. Wino taught tie scnool? 

_ =<-The priest. 

---when did you go? How many times? 

---Un SaturdayS, and in the summer time, sometimes two or three times a week we 

had to go. ANd of course, nobody asked questions whether we should or not. We 

just went. 

---Was there a youth group at any time? 

R=-ChOIr ese 

-—-Did you have any socials? Uances? 

--—-There was @ eee. 

-—-''Teatru'' (theatre meaning stage plays and performances) 

—-Yeah, ''teatru'' lots of it, "teatru''. The society had their monthly dances. 

---Monthly? 

--—-Monthly. Once a month the society would have a dance. It was a social dance. And 
they'd bring the orchestra from Indianapolis, and we'd have a Komanian dance once a 
month. Of course, all the kidSeecces 

=-—-Uo you know the name of the orchestra? 

-—-—Gee, if somebody would tell me their names, I wouldn't know them. 


———Ieecelecel do remember...Nicolae, the drummer. We calledhim “'dobas'* (drummer ) 
Nicolae eeseisn't it awful, I can remember his name. 


---Ali right. Where would you hoid the dances? 
---The society had a hall, Komanian hall. 

\ 
---was it close to the church? 


=—--No, it was eeee0h, no. the church was near the rolling mill and the dance hall 
was,and the dance hall was near the stampingmill, you know, where people worked. 
They. were about a good three miles apart. But all the social events, the dinners, 
were held there. And of comer a everybody went. The children went to the dance. 
and ween they had,the priest™ teach the children in Romanian school, komanian 
dances, caluserul (lively dance) and we had teatru...lots of teatru I remember 
learning. And when they had their dances, well, they would put the teatru on too. 


-—-You nad teatru everytime you had a dance? 


—-—-Not always, nO. Lots of times. Because we were always learning something. 
And sometimes we'd have a special day just for tne children where they would 
show off what they had learned. ‘‘Poezii'' you know...e..learned lots of poetry. 
and "'declamatii,'' anddal that, you know. (Declamations)- 


Thirty, thirty-five familie in Terre Haute.... There were lots of Greek alg 
Komanians that joined the church there too. 
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—--it was the only Romanian church, and if you were Romanian, you went to that 
church. 


—--Uo you know the name of the priest who was there wien you were there? 


t —--when I was there...e.i don't remember the old priest. In 1918 the church was 

: built, and that priest stayed there until about 1928. Then we had a priest 

by the name of Grigore Costea. Then there was another priest, Nichifor Mihai 

E and the last priest was..eewe had this Coriolan Isacu. (Fr) Isacu was here one 
time (in Merrillville). That was the last priest. He stayed there the longest. 


Pp -—-That was the time when you were.seecee 


H ---when I left Terre Haute, he was there. And he was the one that I remember more. 
2 Grigore Costea, he startedeeseeelic was an excellent teacher. I was very young 
ZB when he left. But (Fr) Coriolan Isacu, he was the one that taught us dancing, 


and Komanian schoole He was a good teacher. 
P —--Let me have the names of your sisters and brother. Let's see, youtre theseces 


a ——-lioy i'm theseeeeemy oldest sisterswas Mary (Maria); then Elena - I'm Elena (Helen) 
. Ana and Nicolae (Nick). 


G #-—(referring to grocery store in Black Gak) — When we done business with these 
people, we meant it. We never shortchanged them, and they knew that. Even an 
animal knows who's a friend or a foe, right? And human beings much more so. 
We're earnest. We give these people a fair shake. and they came in, we treated 
them fine, and we were treated likewise. 


? ---they never held you up? what year did you get out of that business? 

a) ——-'70 (1970). Other stores around there got it. (Were held up) 

6 ---Every one of them. 

A ——-cvery one of them.. And we were never bothered. 

4 ---i was prepared. Every time I left the store, I said, “Look,"whoever it was in 


~ front as a cashier, I said, “Look, there is four hundred dollars or six or 
whatever. If somebody comes in for money, give them the money .'! 


4 -——-He left money there on purpose. 


G ———-Uon't say you haven*t got the money, or that you don't know where the money iS. 
That man is in a hurry. He's nervous. He's a hot head. Give him the money. 
Nobody never showed up for it. 


H ---And you know, as I used to tell the girls, because as the girls got older, 

. each one came to work. They had to. When the grocery order came in, football 

> game, basketball game, didn't mean a thing. Wot unless it was something special. 
They knew that they had to be there. And I would tell the girls, "Look if you 
smile-at somebody,you better mean it. Or else don't smile. Because they'l] 
know the difference." — ; = S32 Sr = S ; 

is FF tS = ae 


But you know, George and I had a 


good rapport with those blacks and there were 
I went out of my way to be friendly with them 


es 
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-—-You were lucky. 

-——Yeah, we were. 

---You went back in 1963? How long did you stay? (In Komania) 
---Six weeks. 


---You stayed six weeks. What did you think when you went back there? How did it 
seem to you? 


——-It seemed....very awkward because, you know.e.enothing what I rememberedeeee 
especially in the villages. 


——-Vidrt you tell me that you thought there was an improvement in the villages? 

—--well, I said it was awkward because it was not what I left. It was changed. 
Of course, for the better to the...most of the villages that I happen to be 
friends with at the time. 

---Uid you find friends there that you knew? 

-——-Uh, sure, i find friends. 

-—-Kelatives? 

-~--Kkelatives...but they all been shifted.....drafted away from the village, you know. 
Everbody sort of had their kidseeeewent to the city, learn this and that, and it 
was quite an experience to see...électricity in my village. I never saw electricity 
or radios. Not even bicycles. Not only that, i had somebody loan me a bicycle 
and I went to see people on the bicycle’from one end to the village to that other 
end. Ii was very impressed. 


--~Were you bored? 


---No, because I never stayed long enough in one place. I went to see different 
spote, different ....splaces that I used to goeceeeas a kid thereses. 


-—-places that you remembered. 


—~--.eand visit different spots...of the village...countryside. I would like to go 
back one more time to visit only....a shorter time. 


---Uid your children ever go to.Europe? 

-~—-To curope....not to omania. 

-—-iWow you went back in 19.0. 

---I went to visit in 1962. 

---Uid you go to his village too? And your village. 

——-His villagese..eseand my mother's village..s.eand where my aunt lived, in another 


village near...where she was born. snd I went to see a cousin in a: and a 
cousin from Galati came and met me in Buchurest. I saw him there. d I stayed 
with another cougin in sighisoara. : : 

---tiow long were you. 


Sep ee 


=a le 


there? — 


= 
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——-Four weeks. 


——-What was your impression of the country? 


---well, it's funny how we think of a village. No matter how many times they told me 
how it was, I always pictured their house on the farm with the land around it. And 
when I got there, everyone lived in the village next to each other and they had to 
go out to the land....out. And it's a concept that just doesn't exist in America. 
Village life never caught on here. 


--—-That's right. 


———-eeenever caught on in America. And everybody had theér house on their own farm. 
Uver there everybody lives in the village and all the land is out. And no matter 
how many times they told me, that never registered until I got there. 


---Until you saw it. 


—--Until I saw it. And I thought, well, i'11 be darned. Now isn't that siliy? it's 
something we just don't have anywhere in America. something like that. Of course, 


{ was impressed with the animals going out to the farm (to graze) and coming back, 
you know, to their own place. 


---tiow did you like the mud? 


f= ---The mud, up to your knees. Up to the axles. We went to a..eeewhat do you call it? 
we went to Beltuigeese. 


comme }\ Spa . 


-—-That's where.. "la bai" (baths) the spas. And they took us there in a wagon, you 
know. You sit on top, and on, my goodness, we got off the village road, the main 
road, and it was muddy. Uf course, we alli had to get out of the wagon so the 
horses would puli the wayon out because it was up to tne axles in mud. 


The gypsies were good and ready for her. Tinney welcomed her with the bands. 


---and I went....ewhen i got to the spa, you know, there was a whole gypsy band. 
They welcomed me because they said “Gyuri's wife is coming.'' And they were all there. 


---Tnat was nice. 


—--Uh, I cried. I could cry now. He left Komania three days earlier (George's father). 
See, I went to Komania because he was having trouble getting out. and I told him to 
go but George says, you go. and I went. I got ready in three weeks and I went. 

I went by myself. Uf course, Grandpa came to Buchurest. His father came in 
Buchurest to meet me, and then he left Romania three days before I did. I managed 
to get to Buchurest and get him out on Friday and I left on Sunday. 


---You helped get him out? 


---Yeah, because he had to get his visa. They were kind of pushing him around, you 
know, and so I made sure he got on the plane before I did because if I'd left 
there, they'd push him around. His passport would have expired. Then you have to 
go through the whole process again, you know. 


The gypsies in his village were real high class. I mean they were dressed; ties, 
and they had cuffs, and they were so...such classy looking gypsies. But the ones 
in Sighisoara, they were a sorry lot. They didn't look anything like these 
Hungarian gypsies what they were in his village. 
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Miscellaneous information 


uweorge's father - Toader talog Mother - Maria Iluti from 
from Acas, Satul Mare Viile, Satul Mare 
a When his parents returned to Komania they lived in Beltuig before they went to Ploesti 


George married Helen Mehes from Terre Haute - they have three daughters 


Victoria Marie married to Paul Isenstadt 
graduate of Indiana State and Eastern michigan 
Uccupational Therapist 
Husband paul has a Masters in Social Services from Indiana State 4 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 


He is Administrator, Menta Health Clinic, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Two children — boys 6 and 6 


; 


Ne fo ees ak PIER Oe eee 


Veronica Ann = indiana Uniwersity A 
Married - to UVouglas, machinist 
Lives in Merrillville 
2 children = boy 8 and girl 6 


Suzanne Kose — Purdue University - Teacher of English and Literature 7 


Single - went in May to teach in Australia — does not like it 
She went to Vale, Colorado to ski for one year 


telen-s parents were George Mehes and Kaveca Gabor 

, Father from Sacel, Judetul Odorhei 

; Moteer from Soard, Judetul Tarnava Mare 

Mother remarried — second husband George Meris. 


a 

‘f 

‘ She has two sisters and one brother 

Mary - works and is head cook..... 
Helen = 2 yrs Purdue 

3 Ana - high school graduate 

Nicolae — has own cleaning business 


VALERTA AURELIA BLENDU BANASIAK interviewed March 30, 1977 
By Pearl Mailath 


‘Pearl ---Telli me your name in Komanian. 
“Valeria ~--Valeria tanasiak. 
P 


---i\lO, what was it before you were married. 


--—Valeria Aurelia Blendu. 


-—-when I was in New York? 

---Yes, wnat year was tnis? 

---it WASeeeelS/ soos 

---Uh, just a few years ago? 

-—-Yeh, when tney had this. Wo, it was '68. And my dad went ahead...his sister, 
this Nadros,....-I was representing bucovina for tne Ladies Auxiliary 
Trom tnat place in New Yorkeeewnat 1S iteecee 
and Rose Metes, she came here to the Cotventionecec. 


-—-—-Anyway, you went and representedes.. 


“=--...-and Chiselenco, Paraschiva Chiselenco (?), she was there...and 
there was tiree of us women. i have the picture. 


-—--You imean, the three of you represented bBucovina? in New York? 


---in Wew York, yes. I was from tnis area. And they wrote and asked for me 
to come down, this Gutariu (7). 


-—--And who is hes 
-—-He's a.e.eenis wife is a teacher, and she died. 
---well, where was he from? 


——--New York. Fr. Gaidau's parish. Uh..-Carnegie....Hall we had it. 
We had it Carnegie Hail. 


---I see. Well, what was it called, do you know? 

~---I don't know. I don't remember. And this Nadros, we were supposed to meet 
him at a certain hotel. And he told us, when we went over there, he says 
«eel thought you was her....I thought you was Anica....-my dad's sister. 

——-rie thought you were your aunt? Because you look so much alike? 

—--Exactly like her. 

---And he went with her when they were younger? 


——-Yes. 
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P —--when did your parents come here? 


— Val ~—-eeseeMy dad came first. i don't know what year it was. 
P —--Were they married in Europe? 
Vi ---No, here....in Canada. 
P —--Oh, your father came .... 
Val ---And my mother wrote to her brother, to George Costran, and he says you 


come to Canada, and I'il....and bring me a girl. te wrote for a certain 
girl, you know how they used to do before. Aid this girl didn't want to 


Come « 
P ---Your father wrote this letter? 
Val ---Nio, my uncle. George, George Costran. 


And he went ahead an¢ wrote this letter to my mother,and says, bring her. 

You come because i have a man for you and you bring me a girl that I wanteee. 
SO and SOseess Well, she didn't. Another one came. ...eecit was Ciofu, 

last name. 


P ---You don't know approximately when your father came? 

Val —--iNO. 

P ——-And what part of Canada did he go to? 

Val @-—Kayville. K-A-Y-V-I-L-L-I-A, i think 

P -——-And where is tiiat? 

Val ---in Saskatchewan Regina....no, Saskatchewan, that's the providence, Canada. 


Regina is amether providence (province). 


g —--\Niow, he stayed there most of the time? 


e Val —--All the time. 


| P ---What did he do when he was there? 
Val —--Farming.e te farmed. te became wheat....what do you call it? Wheat king? 
4 ---Your father...he must have had a large farm. 
Val —~--tie did. 
P —--riow Dig of a farm did he nave, do: you know? 
Val ---I don't know how many sections. We have 550 acres.....in Canada. 
P —--You mean, you still own it? Own that land? 
Val -—--My cousins farm it. 
P ---tiow did your fatner get the money to buy it? 


Val ~—-They were giving them...if they planted trees or anything, they'd give them. 
7 Homesteaders. 
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P ---Oh, that's how he got the land. 

Val —--He got the land.ee.swent anead and bought some. My dad was a pretty rich man. 
P ---Weli, but he planted all his in wheat instead? 


Vai -—-Yes, wheat. Well, he farmed it. We went there in '37. We took our met her 
and uweorge, uhita, you know my cousinese.s.and Johnny, my brother, and we went 
over there.e..and Walter (her husband) and I...it was in '37...1 think it was 
in '3/.eseeyeane You should have seen. We thought they were sheep, but they 
werent. It was stones like tnat...along tne road, you know. Piles of them 
where the farmers cieaned their farm sections...of farmland. 


P ---Uh, they cleared tne rock and piled them up.... 

Val ---Piled them up, and then they went ahead....eand let tnem go ahead and farm 
the land. 

P ——-iiow, your father stayed tinere....when did he leave there? 

Val ---1913...i was born. 

P —--And wnere did he go then? He came out this way? 

val ---He was supposed to go to Montana. fo be a sheep herder. «And he bought this, 


he bought a pig in a poke....eover on 25th he bought some land over there. He 
didn't even see the land. (in Gary) 


P ---why didn't he go to Montana? 

Val ---thanged his mind because ne had to be by himself. My motner wouldn't go 
with him. 

P ---Well, when did your mother come to join him, do you know? 

Val ---i don't remember. 

P ——-Was ne alone very long? 

Val -—-i know my dad was older than my mother...much older. 

P ---Then he decided to come to Gary? 

Val ---He came to wary because he had that property over there. 

P --—-tiow did he buy the property? 

Val —--Well, he met this guy and he sold it to him. 

F ---In Canada he bougnt it? 

Vel ——-Uver here, in wary. 

P ——-lHe came to tary? a 

vai ———.e.0n 25tn Avenue, or 25tn and ....God, i don't KNOW, COLFAX Of cccscce 


You know where Slavu used to live? There (is where the property was located) 


P ——-He tnought he was going to farm here then? Is that what.... . 


vel ——llay MO, ne just bougiit a smali...plot for a house..to build. Ane then ne 


ibe i 
a - ll eee Se " 
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—--found out that it was all water...under water, and he couldn't, he couldn't 
live there., 


‘ 

---S0, what did he do? 

-~- Went and bought in Hobart. 

---O0h, he bought land in Hobart? 

---Yeah. 

-—--And then, he went to work in the mills? 

——-Yes.eeeat Buffington. (Atlas Cement Co.) 

---0h, is that where he worked? Wow, do you know what year that was? 
---I don't remember what year it was. 


--—-Was this before you were born? 


-—-Nio, I was born in 1913-.2.I1 came here to this country then.....to..~.- 
I was six weeks old. I had to get my citizenship papers. 


---You came when you were six weeks old? 

-—-—Yes. 

—--And after they came to Hobart, they stayed here. They never left again? 
we-NeVer, NO. 


-——-Well, if he had so much land and such good farming in Canada, why did he 
leave there to come out this way? 


—-i don't know why. te just left it, and he decided....bataiusi.... 
bucovinean...you know, those spiders.....e(don't understand this) 


---By then, how many children were there? 

—--Six of us. 

—--All six of you came? 

-—--No, no, no. There was only two of us from Canada, my sister Veronica and I. 
-——-wWhen you came here. The rest were born here? 

-——-Right. George was born here, Liz, Johnny and Dick. 

——sAnd did your father work at Buffington all the time? 


-——-i don't remember if he worked someplace else. S6urfington is the only place 
i remember. 


-~——-when dd he die? 
——-1940. 


——-Did your mother work out anywhere? 
’ , 
fs 


al 


aes tee |) oo ee 
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~--Bolt works....Gary bolt Screw works (Gary Screw & Bolt). iI don't know how 
many years she worked there. Good many years. And then she used tosece 
when she used to make cheese and butter and take it to.e.remember, there used 
to be that Ridge Road...that Gardens, what you call iteeseRidge Road Gardens? 
Uleska's used to have it? 

---A night club? Yes. 

---Yeah, yeah. And we had to walk down to take the butter and the cheese down. 
My mother used to make it real fancy, you know, for them 'cause it WAS ecee 
gangsters coming in from Chicago there. 

---They had cows, chickens, pigs. 

---Well, now much land did you have there? 

~--What we had? An acre. 

---OUn ai acre you had all that? 

—--We had a barn. We had four cows. I could give you the name of the cows. 

The little one was my cow. i used to braid flowers, I used to put around 
her neck, i used to come home with her. Florea (cow's name — Flower). 
And, let's sec...we had a Jersey cow, Giurgiu, we used to call it. 

---Giurgiu? 

—--wiurgiu, yeah. And Bossy.se.we had four cows, i remember that, and two horses. 

---Who milked them? 

---My mother used to do that. 


---Your mother did it. You didn't milk cows? 


---I didn't want to. She snowed me but I didn't want to. snd George had the 
chickens. kemember my brother George? 


—--Yes. 

---iiis was the Sparrows, but Veronica had the chickens. She had...I had the 
white ones, she had the red and the grey ones, and I had the white and the 
yellow. nd George said which are mine? And my dad says well, the sparrows 
AFS yYOuUrSeececee 

eoeeyou know, but I used to hate that. 

---Taking care of the chickens? 

——-To feed the chickens and stuff like that. 

~--You went barefoot to feed the chickens, didn't you? 

—--Barefoot ail over. 


—--Unh, you always went out barefoot? 


—--You didn't even know that you bumped your toes until you come in tiie nouscss-e 
to wash your feet. Then you'd find out that your toes were ali bloody. 
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Vel —--.ee.cause you hit them against the stones or something. Terrible! 

-—-Uid your ratner ane mother have any other business out there? 

Val ———NO. 

P ---Well, you had a gas station, didn't you? 

Val —--in tiobart. 

P ---Yeah. 

Val ---Since 1929...they opened it up. 


P ---Now, when your father opened the gas station, did he leave his job or did he 
keep that going also? 


Val ~-=He was laid off from the mill. You know, it was during Vepression....1929. 
so they built a filling station, and my dad was operating that tilling station. 
And we had a little store. Kemember the little store? 


P —--—-Yes. 


Val ---And I went ahead and I was running that store, that time. it was a milk 
store and delicatessen...some lunch meat, stuff like that. And then when my 
cousins come here, and that Sain, he come with him....ehe went ahead and hes... 
my mother said, well, I can't give you no job. But what you sell in the 
store, you go ahead and you keep it. 


P ---5S0, she solid the store then? 


Val —--No, she didn't sell the store, but she said, just pay the bills. But he... 
what he sold....the profit was his. 


P --- How did you get out of that business? After your dad died, you dropped the 
gas station? You sold the gas station? 


Val -—-Nio, my brother..ehe inherited it. My brother Johnny....my brother Dickie, 
when he was in the service. It was closed for awh#le after my dad died and 
my mother died. I got married in '36, remember? And my dad died in '40, 
my mother in '44, So, then they had to close the place. My mother, after 
my dad died, she says, ‘What shail we do, what shail we do? With the business?! 


And I says. we ail have enough of what we need. Leave it to those who are 
NOtessewho are home....Johnny and Vick. Leave the money to Johnny,and vick 
the property. And then Dick had to starte....from scratch, you might say. 


P ——-SO, then he operated the gas station. And he's the one thats'still there 
now? 
P ——it's in the sawe location too, isn't it? 


Val —Right. But they remodeled it a iot. 
P ——sut there is no grocery store there anymore? 


——ii0 more. 
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P ——-Just tne gas station? 

Val --—-Just the gas station. 

Val ---Une was with...George was with the Panama Canal. And Vickie was in the Navy. 
Merchant Marines. 

P ---S0, your father had to operate it by himseif while they were gone? 

Val -—-while they were gone, yeah. My mother did. After they left....after the 
boys left, my dad died 1940, my mother did...she operated ite 

P ---SO she quit her job at the bolt mill before that? 

Val ---vefore that, yeah. 

P ---Uid you speak Komanian in the nouse? 

Val ---Nothing but Romanian. i weit to school, I couldn't talk English. 

P ---How about after.e.eewhen you were growing up? All the time? 

Val ---Ali the time. 

Pr ---As long as your parents were living? 

val ---As long as my parents, and even now. If I have an occasion to talk Romanian, 


I'll speak Komanian. i nave lost my Romaniaiesee.ea lot...decause I don't 
speak it. In the house I speax...English, you know, because of Walter. 


: ---Nio, I'm trying to...i'm going back to the family, when you were together. 
Do your brothers still speak Romanian? 


Val -—-Not Costica, not Vickie. I think Johnny speaks well Romanian, but 
Dickie can't speak it. Liz don't speak too good....not bad, but not too 
well, you know. 


P —--she understands. 
Vai ---she understands, yes. ueorge spoke real good Komanian, remember? 
Val ---couldn't afford it, she couldn't afford to go back. She came back with us 


eee'3/-e-year after we were married. 
P ---You and Walter went? And your mother went with you? 


Val ——Yes. There was five of us in the car, that time. Waiter and I and my 
mother and Ghita and my brother Jonn. Wwe went to '37...back to Canada. 


P -——-lio, I was talking about back to Romania. 
Val -——-Uh. She never went. 
P ——-You went back to Canada? 


Val —yean. 


e 
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---All right. Now what happened to that property that your rather had up 
there. Uid he seli it to relatives? 


—--where? In Canada? 

—~——Yes. 

---iio. My cousins are farming it. 

---U0h, when he left there, he left it with them? 

——He left it with them. Left everything with them....my uncles and my cousinSe 
—--Uid anybody else from his family or from your mother's familycome? 

-—-My mother had three brothers, John, George and Jack. 


---and those are the cousins that are farming the jiand? 
it's from your mother's side..that they're farming? 


~--Yeah. My dad had four in the family. He had two brothers and two sisters. 
there was two boys and two girls.ee..in the family. I know that much. 


-——But he was the only one that came to America? 
---That's right. 
---Did you ever go to Romanian School? 


---iio. Yes, I did. When Fr. Lazar had that school, remember? We made a big 
impression. 


---0h, you went to Horace Mann? 
---Horace Mann School, yeah. (Adult classes in the evening during 40's) 


-—-I mean, as you were growing up? You didn't go to xomanian School? Uid you 
belong to any of the komanian groups? 


Romanian Kadio Hour. I was president at the Komanians. 
---Are you still a member? 
-—-—-Yes, we paid our dues. 


-—-Then you've been a member for how long? JUid you help start that ‘Romanian 
Radio Hour? 


-—-Yese 

--—-Tell us about that. 

-——-When it started, was Dan Popa. Remember him? I think it started in '54 
when Comanita was here. And nobody wanted to give money, because they said, 


these guys are collectiag for themselves. I said, how could they when all 
of it.e...l was treasurer. I says I know where the money goes. 


——-wWho was the announcer then? 


ee eee by Se. See — ee eel 
ee OS i ME a ER a Se 
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——-it started with Novac then, when he came to this country? (Nicolae Novac) © 


--—(Constantin) Ardeleanu, and Marin koman, you know Marin. And (Aurel) Burtic, 
remember when he was Living? 


---You used to go around collecting money, didn't you? 

-—--You'd better believe it, i did. i'm telling you, i used to go around from 
door to door. 50¢ and they wouldn't give you any money. And I would go all 
day longe They would drop me off, and another buoch would pick me up. 

Vasu's and Marin Roman, Burtic, you know, Aurelee. 

-~-They'd pick you up? 

---They'd pick me up, yeah. 

---You were the official collector for awhile. 

people 

-—-Yeah, they wouldn't..they wouldn't give it then (wouldn't give money easily). 

-—--I was in Keuniunia Femeilor and I was in the Society...ireicolorul. 

And wnen I paid my insurance, i dropped out. Somebody was saying, it doesn't 
paye 

—--What are you talking about, the kKeuniunia now? 

——-iiO, the society. 

-—--So, how long were you in the Society? Not very long? 

——-Twenty years. 


--—-Uh, you were. 


—--Sure. I paid my policy for twenty years. I had two policies with them. 
Walter has one. 


-——-And you were a member of the church? 


—--Since I was eighteen. We got married in our church, remember? Fr. 
Moldovan married us? We had the choir that time. Wow, when i think about.... 


-——-Tell me about your wedding. 

—--About my wedding? 

--~Fr.e Moidovan married yous... 

——-.eemy bridesmaids...eand Mary Leuca was my flower girl and Mickey, or was 
it_Vanny? Mickey..esand this Spoolstra, Ann....she was a Koltor, remember? 
She was. And Louis kKosca, Romey xosca's fatheressece 

-—-You had a big wedding at the hall too. 

——-ii0, at nome. 


———At home, you had yours at home, that's rigint. 


——ecause we couldn't afford it. it was during tne Uepression. Them days, 
my gosh, three doliars dow, wasee.ea jot of money tiem days, you know, wiio 
gevee we only had about a hundred people, I think, 1 invited. 
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---Lot of them wanted to come, but I says, what's tne use. Where you going 
to put tnem? 


—--Can you tell me some of the experiences, or some of the times that they had? 

--—My Gadess:0s e504 a day...22.50¢ a day. 

—-——-At Burfington? 

——-At Buffington. Now that's all he would make. 

-—=And there were how many children? 

—--Six of us. So we had to....we had to stand on Kidge Road to get bread. 
Two cents a loaf, that Sivercup bread, that big one, you know, that used to 
be. A nickel for crushed. It used to come from Chicago...ewith the truck. 
So the moldy ones the chickens used to get and the pigs ard tine cows. We 
ate the good part of it. I said i have enough penicillen in me to Cure asthing 

—--\where would they come? They would bring the bread to a certain place? 

---To Ridge Koad. Un Ridge Road I would sit and wait, with the sacks. 

---And they'd just give it to you? 

-—--iio,g we'd buy it. 2¢ a loaf. 


—--Uhe And, can you remember anything else? 


-—-well, my mother had to sell milk and bread...miik aid cheese and butter. 
Tnat's why she was selling it. 


—--From tne cowse..in order to make a living? 

-—--To make a living, yeah. 

—--Then, she didn't have her job at that time either? 

—--No, she didn't. She got it afterwards. I don't remember what year. 

-—--9n, she started working arter the Vepression? 

---“fter the Vepression, they were hiring. 1 don't remember what year. 

—-She didn't work before that? 

-—--Nio. We used to sell Ciewiien remember? vUon't you remember that? Those 
reoster combs? Un Ridge xoad there used to be an old road, they used to 


cali it Old Ridge Koad....the Indians used to take that road. 


—--nnd what did you do? Have a stand there? 


---iio. Well, we had those tubs of water and we'd put tiat flowers, that 
rooster combs, and we'd sell them...fifty cents, twenty-five ceits. 


-—--Uh, just to peuple who passed by? 


Val 
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-—-Yeaii. And they would stop and buy it. Heck, we'd iiake 
time. 


-—-You'd- raise the flowers and sell them? 
-—-—Sell them. 
—--Was that your job, selling: 


-—-Well, yes. It was us kids. Wy mother would raise the 
three....Veronica, George and I. 


---They must have had a lot of people at that convention. 
---They did. There were a lot of outsiders. 
---i mean, people from Bucovina. 


-—--Well, in New York there's lot of people from bucovina. 
guest, they had this Nadras and myself and.... 


—--What did they have? Just speeches? 
---Speeches and they served food. 


---Vid they have dances, music, singing, anyee. 
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forty dollars some 


flowers. it was us 


(Cultural Convention in 
New York at Carnegie Hall) 


Then they had as 


—~--You could have stayed if they wanted to. They played music, yes. 


——--Your mother also spoke Polish, didn't she? 
—--Sshe spoke seven languages. 

---Seven? What were they? 

—--German, Polish, Russian, Yugoslavianeece. 
-—-Serbian.eee.and of course Komanian..e.eeand English 


—--Serbian, Komanian, ENglish. but she wrote these. She 
read. 


could write and 


---In all these languages? How did she learn all these languages? 


---She didn't go to school. She picked it up. Hungarianecece 


-—--Uo you know how much education she had in Europe? 
-—--iio, I don't. 


---But she could read and write? 


—--She could read and write very nice too. Beautiful.writing. 


——-How about your father? 


---My dad too. 


—-tie could read and write too. tiow many languages did ne speak? 
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Val -—-lHe only spoke the two languages.eetne tnglish and tne Romanian. But they 

: nad a big fruit farm, I remember that. My dad used to talk about the fruit 
farm. This WNadros used to say, You remember, he says, it used to be on a hille _ 
My dad had alli kind of pear trees and peach trees aid apricot and applies. And 
they used to walk up there, and he says, steal them..... because tyey were the 
best eating. : 


- P ---This was in Europe now? 
- Val ---in curope, yeah. 


---when walter and i got married, you know, we had it rough for a year or so, 


P —--Now you went out for queen of something. 
Val —--yueen of Gary...cast Gary. 
P ——-All right. Tell about that. 


Val ---I got itl 
x ---l want you to tell me about it. How you went avout it and what happened. 


Val ---I sold tickets. They had that radio....the police short wave....they were 
raising money for the police in Gary. And we had a contest. And we had to 
sell so many tickets. i think it was ten cents a ticket or something like 
that. And I sold a bunch of them. I sebd more than lot of them did, you know. 
And there were some smart ones up there. 


P ---You sold the most? 

Val ---I sold the most. 

P --—-Uo you remember how much money you brought in? 

Val ---Nio, I don't. 

P —--Would you say you brought in a thousand dollars? 

Val -—-More. 

P ---More than thate What kind of prize did you get for that? 


Val ---Nothing. I just got the title. 


P ---Just the title? 
Val --~-Just the title. 
P ---Uid they have a dinner? An award dinner? (No answer) 


Val ——They had this....oh, thing....this....International Istitute. Kemember 
when they had that....we used to go dancing and stuff. I went to all their 
doings and stuff when they had their ccece 


P -——-tThese were the iNternational Festivals that were held-at the Memorial 
Auditorium. And you were supposed to represent the Romanians? 


Val —--sut I didn't. I didn't. 
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---But you attended all the meetings? 

---l attended al] the meetings but who got credit for it? 

---Were you in the dance group? 

---Yese 

---And there was a display. There were displays there of Romanians... 
~--Fr. Lazar went ahead....and I took a portion there too. 

——-She arranged the booth, didn't she? 


} 
-—-Yes ° 


---I sang under her. 

—--tiow many choir directors do you remember? 

——--Margene, Phoebe, Morgovan, John Magurean, 

—---The last one was Poloson.s.eand then that man from the Episcopal Church. 
~--Yeah, what's his name? 

———-biggers. 


-—-Biggers. And when they asked Fr. James, James Curtis. They asked people 
to volunteer to come and sing. iiobody would go. (at Episcopalian church). 
(There was a combined program there once). 
-——-That was for each week, each time he came. 


—--Every time he came. 
-——-I thought it was eight dollars. 
——--NO, Tivee 


---But he really started the choir. (Mr. James Biggers, choir director from 
Episcopalian Church, 6th & Adams, was paid to teach Romanian choir.) 


—--He was really good. te really started something. 


——-eeseelazar says, he used to sit in back (at rehearsals). That's one thing 
about him. He used to tel] us. You know how those songs change. You know, 
they change from every time (different chant at different times during Liturgy). 
And he says, well, I don't sing but I can tell. I get three of my singers 
to sing, you know, three people.....Larry, and Eugenia and Preoteasa 
(Father's wife and children). Atid he would call Preoteasa “Scumpi‘! remember? 
“Scumpi this and scumpi tiiat.!' And Biggers thought that was her name. He 
SayS, "Now, Scumpi, don't forget.'' And that wasn't her name. That was a 
nickname that Fr. Lazar gave her. He used to laugh, and laugh and laugh. 

And you couldn't teil him. And finally we told Biggers....that that's a 
nickname. He says, "well, i didn't know it. I thought that was her name." 


i 
: 
3 
; 


S.- VALEKIA AURELIA BLENDU BANASIAK 
_ (known as VEE by family) 


“Miscellaneous information 


Father — Nicolae Blendu from Bosancia, Bucovina 
Mother — Victoria Costran — from Suceava, comuna Mihoveni 
They had: 


Veronica - deceased —- age 58 in 1970 — she was born in Canada wm 
She was married to Melonish (Albanian man) and then to Tassei 
she nad a daughter Vorotiy Woods (Police chief in Hobart) 
she attended college in Berkeley, California three years 
Has two children - one is going to college now 
Also had a baby boy stiliborn 


With Husband Tassei she had daughter Alice 
who is in Special Education - Indiana University 
Married to Tony Skorich —- in law school at Bloomington 
No children 


VALERIA -— Married to Walter Bamasiak — no children 
She was born in 1913 in Canada 


GEOKGE — deceased - was in Air Force in Panama 
Had five children ~ none around here. 
One son went to U.S. Coast Guard Academy in Connecticut 
Came out as ENsign = saw four yea:s of service in Viet Nam 
forks in Green Bay, Wisconsin in paper mill —- 
supervisor or Charmin ,- 


ELIZABETH - married to Stanley (Scotty) Duszczynski April 1941 
Katherine -tw years college as laboratory technician 
works for Porter Memorial hospital 
on the job training - bacteriologist 


Judy - married to Jim Dragon 
Aso lab. technician — all around - 


JOHN - lives in California -married - he was a paratroooper 
Has own business — awnings and patios 
Had a son — just graduated - got killed 


RICHAKD = used to call him Constantine (Costica) 
Married — no children 
Operates filling station 
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Interviewer and Translator - Mary Bogolia 


Subject - Marie Ben 


November 1976 


Interviewer and Translator, - Mary Bogolia os gee ss 
Subject - Marie Ben / 
Oral History taken in November, 1976 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Q. 


- Mrs. Ben, How old are you? 
- I was 82 August 15th. 
- And when did you come to America? 
- In 1914. 
How old were you? 
I was twenty (20) years old. I was born in 1894. 
- Why did you come? 


A. - I had a sister in Chicago. She had been here for three (3) or four (4) 


3 


years and she wanted us to come. 

- Isn't Bill Baker your brother? He came before you. 

- Sure, he's my borther, but we came at the same time. My bother was 
twelve (12) years old when we came. My mother was a widow. My father 
passed away in 1902 and she was left with six (6) children. She had 
a lot of land and a lot of cattle and she got sick. She couldn't 
work all the land, so she lost some of it. My sister got married in 
1911 and she came here. She was lonesome and she kept writing, "why 
don't you come?", so we did. My mother went and got the money together; 
how she did it, I don't know, but she did. I had a brother-in-law 
that had been here three (3) or four (4) years, then he came back to 
Romania. He bought some land and a house, then he came back to America 
with us. 

- Then when you came, your whole family came. 

- Me and my mother and my brother. My older sisters were married and 
my youngest sister was left there to take care of the house. My 
mother was so sorry after the war started, that she left everything 
there. So, when the war was over in 1919, when the first people 
went back, she went back home. 

Like I said, we left home February 2, 1914. We couldn't get on 
the boat; there were too man people, so we were stuck there for a week. 
Then we got another boat and we didn't get here till March 3rd. 

- How long were you on the boat? 

- About twelve (12) days or so. We went to Massillon, Ohio, because 
that’ were my brother-in-law went. My sister was in Chicago. We 
stayed there until August. I had a couple of jobs. I went to work 
in a house. I worked in a restaurant. 

- Was this by somebody you knew? 


- No, they were some. nic® Jewish people who had a store. They 
used to sell every thing in their store. But my sister kept writing, 
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"Why don't you come to Chiciago?", So I quit my job and we came to Chicago. 
When we came, it was on Sunday at noon. We got to Grand Central Station, 
there was nobody there. So somebody came along; they had a horse and a 
carriage and they piled us up - me and my mother and my brother, and our 
“cufer" (truffk) and drove us to my sisters house. My sister lived 4+ block 
away from Lincoln Park. 

Then my mother came to Harbor and bought herself a "bort" (boarding VW 
house) from your aunt and uncle. All the men were from the same home town. 
And that was---? 

From Lupea (then it was Cohalm). After your aunt and uncle sold the 
Boarding house, they went back to Romania. I stayed by my sister in 
Chicago and I went to work in a factory where they were making ash trays. 
There were a lot of Polish people there - everybody takked a different 
language. I went home to my sister crying. I said,"I'M not going to 
work anymore." She said,) "Why?" and I said, "I can't understand a word 
they say!" So, I quit there. 

How much were you getting paid? 


Oh, very little. Something like $6.00 a week. Then I went to work for 

an American family. They had 2 children ene was 6 and the other 74 and 

he was a traveling salesman and she was working a couple days at Marshall 
Field or something. The were very nice people. For $4.00 a week and 

my room and board, I washed and “ironed and cooked and cleaned the house. 
From those kids, I learned everything. The mother and father weren't home 
so we sat down like a school. I said,"Now what's this" and if I didn't 
Say it right, they made me repeat until it was right. In four (4) months, 
I learned almost everything. Then-I went to work in an apartment building. 
My cousin worked there. We worked from 9:00 to 5:00, got our room and 
board and were paid $6.50 a week. After 5:00, our time was our own. We 
didn't work on Sundays, so that was real good. Saturday night we finished 
work, we would dress up and come to Indiana Harbor to the dances. 

How did you come? 

On a train. We would take the El to the Grand Central Station. Then,, take 


the train to Harbor. After the dance, we would stay by my mother and Sunday / 
morning we would go back to Chicago. I stayed there about 14 years, then 


I met my husband and got married. 
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When our church was built in 1914, they had the d@dication of the 

church about this time of the year.(November) And we came. My sister came 
with her husband and a lot of other people from Chicago. When I got into 

the hall, there were a lot of boys from my home town and Lazar Saracu 

ffom Gary came to me and asked me if I wanted to dance a waltz. I said 

sure, and he said I'll bring you a boy, and he brought John Ben, the man 

I married. Thats how we met. So, we danced and had a good time, then 

we went home. A week later, he had a friend here from my home town and they 
were so friendly they called each other brothers. So, one Sunday, he came 

to see me and the other Sunday, my husband came to see me. 

Anyway, the other man sake koe I liked his brother Ben, he wrote 

me a letter and told me this and that, so I wrote back and sai@qvif you 

want to write a letter to a girl to tell her you love her, I sure appriceate 
that, but don't tell me about your brother Ben, I have nothing in common 
with him..." But he would come doOwn every Saturday and take me and my girl 
friend to the show, then go down the street to sleep, and Sunday afternoon 

he would come again and take us to another show. We had a good time - we 
used to go to Lincoln Park and wakk around. Thats how we started. Then 

we decided to get married. 

Where did you get married, in Chicago or here? 

By Parinte (Father) Mihaltians church. I remember we were sitting outside 

and your father and mother had a "bort" across the street on Gutherie Street. 
My mother lived over Blumfield on Main Street. Like IE said, I had a nice | 
wedding. We hac our wedding at Kosciusko Hall (this hall used to be on | 
Main Street). We had Stoica for the dance. He was a big band. Do you eo 
remember Stoica? 

No, I just remember Chulay and Boldi. 

Stoica's band was even bigger than Boldi's. You know what people used to 


do in those days? There was a saloon by Micu's hall. One across the street 


Page 4 - Marie Ben, cont. 


and one catty corner. Stoica and his band used to go and play in one saloon 
then cross over to the others. They always had music. Anyway, thats the 
way it was. 

Did you have a boarding house after you got married? 

Oh, no. My husband was making good money and we had three (3) nice rooms 
by Simon. You know - Dan Simon's father. All the people used to have a 
couple of roomers, but not me. I even had a rug on the floor, and people 
used to come to admire it. One day when my husband came home from work, 

I told him I spent some money. He said,"On what?" and I said," A sewing 
machine." I bought it second hand for $2.00, but it sewed like anything. 
When you were in Romania, did you go to school? 

Oh, yes. 

How far? 

Up to the sixth grade. You start school when you are six (6). You go 

to kindergarten, They have kindergarten there, too. Then you go to school 
for six (6) years, then after that you had to go to school twice a week 

to learn German and Hungarian because we were under Hungarian rule at 

that time. But I didn't go too long, because I went to Bucharest. See - 
when you ae thirteen (13) or fourteen (14) years old, you are not old 
enough to work in the fields, so my mother had a friend in Bucharest, and 
she said she had a nice place for my second sister. ‘So my sister went 

and worked for a year. Thene she wrote and asked for me, but I couldn't 
go there myself, my mother had to take me. But we couldn't leave our 
state without permission, so my mother got passports for herself and me. 
Then she took me to Bucharest, signed the contract, and went back home 

and left me there. 

Sign a Contract? 

They call it "Condicuta" and you have to sign your name affirming that you 


are honest and don't run around. You are not allowed to go anywhere. 


What kind of work was that? 
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- Housework. The "Taranche" the peasant girks didn't like to go to work 
in Bucharest. They didn't know how to do anything. Our country was more 
advanced because we had different people. There were Saxons, Germans, 
Hungarians, and Jewish. This way, the people were mixed and you learn 
a lot. In my home town there were three different languages. We had 
five (5) churches - a catholic @hurch, Orthodex Church, Lutheran church 


and Roman Catholic, which were mostly Hungarian. 


(Note - In the rest of the interview the subject told about the different 
homes she worked while in Bucharest, but I didn't feel this information 


was pertincte to the study.) 


Marchr 24.1977 
Tape Number 2 
Interview With Emil Breaz 


By Mary Breaz 


This is Mary Breaz interviewing my husband, Emil Breaz, of 
the beginnings of his mother and father after they were in America 
for awhile. 

Emil, would you tell as much as you can remember of your 
family backround, please? 

My father, Petru Breaz,, came from Mihalts, Judetsu Alba Ulie 
in Translavania, which at that time was part of the Austria- 
Hungarian empire. He came to the United States in about 1908,,.. 
probably for economic reasons. He didn't have any education 
and could only wtite his name and couldn't read. We don't 
know where he originally settled but we presumed it was in the 
East. Dad was sort of closed mouth about what he did, but we 
found out that he travelled the rails and was a hobo for awhile 
out west because he had friends who had settled out in Idaho 
and they were Romanians. Every once in awhile he would receive 
a letter from them and he would tell us he rode the rails out there 
to see his friends. 

He came to the Chicago area somewhere around the time of 1916° 
and 1917 and enlisted in the army during World War I. He served 
some six to eight months in the U.S. till he was discharged from 
the army because he was sympathetic to the cause of the Austria- 
Hungary empire. 

In 1921, he went to work for the Inland Steel Company in 
East Chicago in the sheet and tin mill. He worked at hot-hand 
dipping galvanizing sheets, that is taking sheets that were 
approximately four feet square and maybe a sixteenth of an inch 
thick and grabbing them with tongs and dipping them into hot 


zinc metal that was molten and probably aroung 1800-1900 degrees 
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Farenheit. All these people did this by hand until the mills 

became mechanized, I don't know how much money he made at the 
time, but later he became a craneman at the same tin mill and 

worked for Inland Steel until he died in 195l. I do know that 
he was earning $36.00 a week for a fourty hour week in 1941. 

When he came to Indiana Harbor I presume he lived in one of 
the many boarding houses on either Pennsylvania or Bhock Avenues, 
which was hhe hub of the Romanian community. He was active in 
the affairs of the Nicolae Georga Club. As a matter of fact, 
he went to Romania in 1928 to take part inthe tenth anniversary 
celebration of the uniting of Translavania with Romania. 

In about 1921 or so, he either saw a picture of my mother 
and wrote to her and asked her if she wanted to come to the United 
States and get married. She didn't know him nor did he know her. 
She was from a small town near Sibiu called Chetea, also in 


Translavania. She wrote back and said that she'd come. So he 


A 
sent her three hundred dollars for fair. Her family wanted her 


to keep the money and buy land and not go to America. She said 
no and left her home town and went to Constansa in Romania 
where she took a boat to New York. She landed in New York at 
Ellis Island. 

During the next couple of days, she aquired a husband and 
at the same time three birthdays. When she got to Ellis Island, 
they asked her when her birthday was and she said,"Ya, ya". 
When she went to Crown Point, Indiana for her marriage certificate, 
somebody asked her a different date and she again said yes, yes 


and when she got her citizen papers she got a third birthday. 
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This caused quite a stir when she went to get her social security 
benifits. At any rate she came from New York, she didn't speak 

a word of English, to meet a man she didn't know to marry him. 

My father waited for her in Gary and she got off the train and 
was in South Chicago. He rushed with Sam Barna, who was from the 
same town of Mihalts, to South Chicago where they finally found 
her. They g@t married in Crown Point the next day in 1922 and 
stayed married until 1951 when he passed away. 

They stayed in rent across the street from Translavanian 
Hall on Pennsylavania Avenue, directly east of the hall. They 
stayed there approximately a year and I was born there, at 3501 
Pennsylavania Ave. In 1934, they purchased their home on Elm 
Street and lived there for most of their lifes. 

My mother, Victoria, was of the Orthodox faith, but she 
followed the old practice of going to the husband's church after 
marriage. This was at Saint Demitrius Romanian Catholic Church 
on Butternut Street.She wass a member there until 1973 when she 
passed away. 

Both were naturalized citizens. My father waa naturalized 
in 1929 and my mother in 1938. They were both very proud of 
being American citizens. 

When I was a youngster, the entire social activities of the 
Romanian community rotated around the St. Demitrius and the 
new St. George Orthodox Church, both in East Chicago, Indiana, 
as well as the Nicolae Georga club. There were many activities 
sponsored by these organizations , such as picnics, dances, dinners, 


etc. People of both faiths inter mingled readily as they were 
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Romanians first, Orthodox' and Catholics second. 

Our home life in the 20's and 30's was much like ot would 
have been in Romania, one of self- sufficiently. For instance 
I never went to the barber until the age of 17 or 18 years old. 
My father was the barber. He gave home haircuts for all thekids 
on the block. In the summertime it was bald heads because it was 
good for us, made our hair grow better. Another thing they had 
at that ma time was their own smoke house , attached to the back 
.porch, which was part .of our house. Every. winter we went out... 
and had a hog slaughtered on a farm, brought it home, took it 
into the basement, and butchered it ourselves. We made carnati, 
cartabos, and smoked the bacon for salnina., then we had smoked 
meats ‘all winter long. For breakfast we would go into the smoke 
house, cut off a piece of carnati or cartabos, even though it was 
frozen, take it back into the kitchen and have it for breakfast 
with coffee. One time I remember that there was so much smoke 
coming out of the smoke house that some of the people thought 
our house was on fire and they called the fire department. 

Other remembrances that I have of erevkus up were I learned 
to speak Romanian before I could speak English. I learned to 
speak English when I was in kindergarten and first grade. £ 

couldn't speak English totally well as I couldn't pronounce my 
th's until I was in the sixth grade where one of the teachers 
made a special effort to teach me this. 

During the time of my youth, there was a social strata 
among Romanians. There were the Romanians and then there were 


the Romanian gypsies or the cigani. I learned to play Romanian 


music on the violin by ear, and I played for several years in 
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Indiana Harbor with Alexandru, the Romanian Violinist. We had 
learned to play by ear and then he wrote some music on some sheets, 
not his music , but in fingering, like 3a, 2a, la, which meant 

the fingering was on the first string opposed to writing the 

notes formally. I would go out with Alexandru, I was about ten 
years at the time, and play the violin. We had double bass 

fiddle, Alexandru was a fiddler, and we had several other members. 
We would go out playing colinda, go to all the Romanian homes 

up and down Pennsylvania and Block Avenues and then through the 
rest of Indiana Harbor. This was all walked because it wasn't 
very far apart. When we would play, the people would come and 
stuff the dollar bills through the holes of the violin. Later, 

I would have to fish out the bills and the coins out of the body 
of the violin. oh also played at dances and the same thing happened 
where the people euraiphmoney on the stage for us. 

Other things that I remember were funerals. My father's 
cousin was killed in an automobile accident in 1931 and his body 
was laid in state in our home on Elm Street. All of the furni- 
ture was removed from the front room and stored somewhere, and 
the body was placed in the casket there. The relatives would 
stay up all night long in the dining room playing cards, drinking, 
and _ On the day of the funeral, pictures were taken 
of the body and finally, with cousin Pete being an orthodox, they 
carried his casket from our home to the new St. George Church 
in the middle of 36th and Elm. This was carried in a parade 
fashion. The flags of the United States, Romania, and the 
Nicolae Georga Club preceded the funeral pagade and the Romanian 


mucisians played music from our house to the church. Shortly 
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there after, the bodies were no longer laid out in the homes and 
the present practice of today of funeral parlors came into view. 
I believe I went to Romanian school at the new St. George 
_Brthodox Church, but I don't have much remembrance of it because 
I was very small. 
There were three members of my family, ayrtte, Pete and 
Virginia. My mother could read and write Romanian , but she was 


-self taught. As I mentioned previously, my dad could only write 


his mame. 


I served in the army for thirty-nine months, in the Air Force, 
during World War II, and Pete served in the army after the war 
was over. Both he and I went to Purdue University, both graduating 
with Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering and subsequently 
did some graduate work at Yale University. Virginia did not go 
on to higher education until lately at the tender age of forty-five 
or forty-six started to go to school in Arizona where she hopes 
to become a probate officer. 

There are three children on the Emil Breaz side. David 
will be graduating from Purdue University in Psychology in June 
of this year, Mike will be graduating from Purdue in 1978 as a 
construction @é@ngineer in the civil engineering school, and 
Rebecca is now attending Purdue University Calumet Campus and will 
go to the Lafayette campus this fall. 

Pete Breaz's children, Peter and Christopher, are members of 
a professional musician's country-rock band in Houston, Texas 
called the Hickory. Their two daughters, Melinda and Victoria, 


are still in high school. Victoria will be graduating from high 
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school this summer. 

Varginia’s children, dean is a secretary in SGhicago, John 
graduated from Illinois College at Jacksonville, Illinois and 
workes for a finance company. Christine is attending SMU in Texas 
and Kathy is still in high school. 

Other remembrances of my youth is the gakins of homemade 
wine. Almost every Romanian did this. We would buy forty to 
fifty boxes of Muscatel grapes and bring it home and store it 
in the garage. The grape sellers would have their box cars on 
the Pennsylvania siding on Watts Street and they would deliver at 
Wight. The next night, we would carry our grapes from the garage 
into the basement because we didn't want the neighbors to see 
what we were doing. We had our own barrels, crusher, press and 
dark room for the wine. After crushing the grapes and storing 
the crushed grapes by the furnace to help them ferment, we would 
then press out the grapes and put the grape jiuce into barrels 
that had been carbonized. Then after a month or so, it would be 
tasted and filtered. The dregs from the press would be used to 
make alchohol. We had our own still. 

In 1952, I married Mary Strimbu of Gary who was also Romanian. 
Both of us have been very active in St. Demitrius Church in Indiana 
Harbor. I was baptized in that church and have been a mamber 
during my adult life. I have been president of the council for 
the past five or six years and have taken a very active position, 
Iwas on the board of directors for the Association of Romanian 
Catholics of America for about five or six years, and for the 


last two years have been the president of ARCA. 
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At the present time, my employment is as the general manager 
of FAROC Company specializing in repair of high speed equipmgqnt 
and am a partner in that corporation. Previous to that, I had 
been the district manager in selling equipment in two different 
companies over the past twenty-five years. 

I might say that my father had offices in both the St. 
Demitrius Church and the Nicolae Georga Club. 

Thank you very much, Emil, for all the information you have 
given md. Incidentally, Emil still listens to the Romanian Hour 
because he likes listening to the music that he was brought up 


with appreciation as a youngster. 


Interviewee 


Interviewer 


Q. 


A. 


Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Bucur Interview Date Jan. 18, 1977 


Mary Leuca Time 


Place In the home of Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Bucur 


Others present 


We are discussing %omanian food and we will be interviewing and 
talking about other things. 

Dr. you were telling me that you were born in Bucharest ? 

Bucharest, Romania, in 190) and I attended school there, my high 
school in Romania - 

Which high school? 

George Lazar. In those days there were three well-known high schools: 
George Lazar, St. Sava and PMS <0 » those were the 
three, and they all had uniforms. 


Romanian was used as instructional language. 


Qo The part of Romania that your family came from in Transylvania - 
were they using Romanian in the high schools? 

A. Yes, in the part where my mother came from they were using Romanian. 
Hungarian and Romanian. They required both languages, but instruction 
was also in Romanian. 

—o———_—__ ~~" Fhe_part—of Romante—that_yourfemtty is from —“were~they~-usitiZ 


What part of Transylvania were your parents born in? 


na 


In Transylvania, and the village is called "Capra". Near Sighisoars) 
and a little diatance from Brasov. . In Capra there Rea 
Romanians. No Hungarians. 

Both of your parents were from Capra? 


Yes. 


Q. 


“ 
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Did any of your parents come here before you came? 
No. 
Any members of the family leave to come here? 


Yes, my mother's brother came here first and 2> 


What was your mother's brother '« what waseHis last name? 
Nicholi Polosan and he established himself in Indiana Harbor. 
He had a grocery store, but he worked in the mill first. They 


had one son by the name of Nick Polosan, and he has.a.college 


education. ar 
— 7 


J}? 
One of the early families to education their son here inraniversity - 


He was young 3% 


°Bo you know how early your Uncle Polosan came here? 


It must have been in 1912 or 13 before the first world war. 
ined 

Did he marry and take his wife with him - or married in Harbor? 

No, his wife nis-wife | in 1921. 


Had he married in Romania? 


In Romania. He came alone to work in the mill, and then after the 


war the brought his wife. Their son Nick was born in Romania. 


Y 55 a A971, 


ev »™in 1921) was the first time you came? 


pe 


2 


Yes. 


But you must have gone back since? 


No. I came in 1921, after the war with my mother, my aunt, Polosan, 


and Nick, and myself. 


Ofcourse even in 1921, the condtbionsfor travel were better than they 


were for the early immigrants, but do you recall what your port of 


A. 


Q. 
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exit was? 

We left Bucharest, from Bucharest we went to Belgrad, Yugoslavia, 

from Yugoslavia we drove to Switzerland and all the way thtmfrance, 
and from France to Belgium; and then we took the boat by the name 


S6 
of"AMBERS@in" from Belgium to New York. It took us 7 days on the 


—< a - 
— ee ee rer ee i) oe 


boat. When we arrived in New York we had to go through Ellis Island. 
What was the situation - going through Ellis Island in 1921? 

It was not too bad - we had to wait in line, they questioned us you 
know: who brought, where are you going, they were very nice as far 

as I know. 

Were you questioned in Romanian? 

Yes, they had - they had an interpruter. They asked the questions 

in English and the interpruter asked us in Romanian. That made it 
easier. Then we were put on a train in New York Central - and we 


came with New w York Central all the a to Indiana Harbor. We were 


ee ete SIO 
‘ area ere HE EEE 


met by Mr. Polosan. 

tet. leech at aPaccen 

Did you settle with your mother in Indiana Harbor or in Gary? 

I settled in Indiana Harbor in 1921 and we left here in 1929 when 

my mother got married with the gentleman from Gary. Then we moved 

to Gary. 

When you arrived in 1921 you had finished high school in Romania - 

so in order to one education in a university ? 

We came in 1921 and my mother and my uncle were anxious to send me to 
school, and ofcourse I couldn*t speak English, fortunately we had a 
very good friend: by the name of Nick Bencha - Nich Bencha had a friend, 
a Romanian friend who was a professor of Latin in the university of 
Dubuque, Iowa. So he corresponded with his friend and asking if he 
could send me to Dubuque, Iowa to learn English. So soon enough he 


came all the way from Dubuque, picked me up and took me to Dubuque, 


Iowa. And there I studied the Mmglish language. Fortunately, 


A. 


to 


- Oe 
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37 the cosmopolitan group; students from all over the 
world: Korean, Japanese, Latin American.so,naturally I could never 


get rid of my accent, because everyone had an accent, I couldn't grasp 
still 


good American accent - so even though I/have the same accent, I attribute 


the fact that there too many foreign students there. 

Had Mr. Bencha finished his work at Northwestern University - 

No. 

He was still going to school? 

See, he had 2 brothers in Indiana Harbor. One was John and one was 
Traian. Now its Traian that went to Northwestern and took up medicine 
and John took up Engineering, and both of them graduated from 
Northwestern University and ofcourse John went to Io. 

where he practiced Engineering. And Traian stayed here till - I 
imagine - till about 1930, he too, left from Romania. 

I have a picture of Bencha - he indicated that he graduated from 
Northwestern = could this be possible? 

That I don't remember. But I do remember his sem brother - both 


brothers graduated from Northwestern. It must have been his brothers 


sare » men ee 


that graduated from - I know definitely that his brothers graduated 
from Northwestern. Benbtha was ouite active among Nomanians.-=when 
Professor Yorga came - he was instrumental in bringing him and he 
accompanied him and translated - an enterprising man - as a matter 

of fact - it was Prof. Yorga that encouraged him to go back to 
Romania - because Romania needs people from U.S. 

What was the name of the person in Dubuque, Iowa - do remember recall? 


se ees nag tee 
Yes,° Professor Constantine Bila, )Romanian, he was - his mother was 


“Weenie a a TE et ce 


Romanian and his father Hungarian. He spoke Hungarian very well, as 


well as Romanian, he was professor, he graduated from Chicago - he 


got his PH. from Chicago University and his teaching French and Latin 
i 
from Dubuque, Iowa. 


Q. 


A. 
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You talked to Prof. Yorga? 

Yes, See Prof. Yorga came to Gary, Indiana - and the priest invited 
him to the parish home - there were a group of )} or 5. - it was 

or Moldovan, I don't remember which - and Prof. Yorga talked to us - 
and he said: I would like to see you an ike to Romania when you 
people have the experience that you acquire in U.S. - we need you 

down there - in Romania - and please do come - and I have my doubts 
that he made that statement. 

This idea of Nicholi Yorga - saying to people who were here --- should 
come back behind the plow - I would intend to agree with you but - 
That is one reason that he stressed that if the Xomanians that are in 
Romania go back - naturally the progress would be much more valuable - 
but not that he meant to insult - going back behind the plow. 

Most of the Romanians that are here -- according to / se 

he said that 98% was in Transylvania. That's how many. .e.« . 
Yorga prime minister ... but wasn't he from Transylavnia? 

I think he was from Muntenia. | 

The school that he noted for - in the mountains - educational group - 
eee encouraged the arts, drams ... you were a young man in Transylvania 
part of your life? 

No, I just visited Transylvania - see IJ was born and raised in 
Bucharest - I lived all my life in Bucharest - but in the summertime 

I would go in the village and see my grandmother and spend one or two 
months in the village and then go back to Bucharest for school. 

How did the village appear to you at that time as a child? 

Naturally the village - I was so disappointed after I went back, 

years later, because I visualized the barn — great big building - 


I was disappointed later. 
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As a youngster - I found-it quaint and attractive - and especially 
watching the Romanian weddings - seeing the boys with the horses - 


ploscka, toica, 


Oe In the village - where you vere - did they have many dances, programs, 
singing? 
Ae We had a beautiful school and all the dances andthe were held at the 


school - and all the activities were associated -- 

Qe The association ... and also encouraged the priest in the town and 
the school master ... to put our a program once a month for the people = 
were you familiar with this kind of activity? 

A. Dr Bs No. Do you remember what year Yorga was prime minister? 

Q. Mrs. L. Yes, after he went back - probably 31 - 32. 

A. I don't know much about - because I came in 21. A411 I know about 
Prof. Yorga is what I read ‘fe a 
what he accomplished and sttbscves t know very little about. 

Qe Most of his work - which is history, his writings which are well 
known ... Astra organi,ation zoes back to 1860 - the beginning - 
when -and organization of the church - not just the orthodox but 
the catholic ... at that time - under AustriaeHungarian empire 


had a little more freedom than our orthodem church. 


A. I was a little too young in those days - I don't remember, 
Q. P We wisea, on to your story ... Dubuque, Iowa - while you were there 
you oes your college work - beside the language which was a 


part of it - where did you go from there = how did you stay there? 

A. I stayed in aN for about 2 years - when I learned 
English - and I took some other subjects “for -grddes. And from 
there I went to Indiana Univeristy in Bloomington. 


a. Dr. Stanley was right = se 0 
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He was in Bloomington the same time I was. So, I went to Bloominton - o: 
I picked up the pre-dental work - and the requirement was to have 

2 years of pre-dental work and then lh} years of dentist. So I went 

to Bloomington and took my 2 years of pre-dental work. So hanpens, 
abothat time, Indiana University had no dental school - they had 

what they called "Indianapolis Dental School" which was an independent. 
So, in view of that fact I thouzht - well I Don't know where I am 

going to practice - I had better go to Northwestern University, which 44 @»~ 
accredited school. See Indianapolis School ME creer all over - 

only in Indiana. So then 22>) » after I took my pre-dental 

ee from Indiana to Northwestern in 1925.) 


And then I went to Northwestern for ) years, and I graduated in 1929. i: 


~_ et LOLS ER 


Just in time for the depression. 

That's correct... I remember Steve Constantine and Walter Jorse - they 

dropped because of the depression. People were hard up in those days. 

Then it so happens that my mother got married in 1929, to the gentleman 

from Gary - so when I graduated from Northwestern University - in- 

stead of going to Indiana Harbor - I came to Gary, because my mother 

established herself in Gary. Then I opened an office on Broadwaay. 

During the nae of depression . I'll never forget,because, every- 

body knowsybad it was. Fortunately my mother took an insurance, while 
New York Life 

I was in coblege, took an/insurance policy - when I graduated I went 

to New York Life and borrowed money, *2,000 from New York Life, on 

Paying 6%% intersst to ppen up to buy some dental equipment, no 

sooner I did that - the bank closed = I had to pay 6% interest to 

New York life, with the money - I did not use all ‘the $2,000 for 


the equipment because I wanted to have some money - the bank closed = 


A 


/ 


~ 


\ that but they provided me with transportation. They gave me 
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and all this money was lost. Eventually the bank paid, I think 

20%, later on out of money I had in the bank. 

But you were able to get through the worst of the depression? 

I was able to because, my step-father, my mother was very kind, I 

lived at their place, I did not have to pay room and board, not only 

> ut 
So they gave money to go to the office, 

and back, and ofcourse since I did not have to pay room and board - 

we got by. We got by very nicely. 


You were married in what year? 


CT was married in 193k. > 


So between 1921 and 193) cos FOU did have a chance to observe the 
social life in the sanaeits eats as Indiana Harbor... what you feeling 
nb aaetits and people? 

Well, the life was wonderful in those days - I enjoyed the picnics 

that the Romanians had on Sundays. We would to Black Oak and we 

would play all kinds of games and the other thing I enjoyed was the 
conference that they had. For instance the schurch and the Union *% 


League - the met in different places - enjoyed meeting different girls 


and boys. And the students - all the Romanian societies - the Alpha 
tvairniay of the groups - 

In those days there were very few girls in college. 

Very few. The first meeting that I attended was in Youngstown, Ohio - 
I went there with Walter Jeorse and Vicki Jeorse and there we met a 
number of Romanian - Vicki did not start college, she just went along 
with the group. 

So actually between Steve Constantine, you and Walter Jeorse - 

We were the only from Lake County. 

Mick Augariam is younger - he is in his 50s - later after depression. 


Ua sprervrs 


A. 


Qe 


NN 
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The only that was born then was Simon - Dan Simon. Dan Simon went i 
to Dubuque, Iowa. See Bencha,Dan Simon and I were in Dubuque, Iowa. 
Wick Bencha was taking high school. ~ 

There was a younger brother in the Bencha family? 

Yes, the youngest brother was attending high school in Dubuque, Iowa. 


So was Dan Simon. They were freshmen in high school. 


What about Jotm Sufana? Did he have any college work at all? 


(Nos Most of the Sufana did go on to college, but the oldest one, 


© John had not. I don't remember him. 


But the social life was a plasant one ... but on the whole you look 
upon the Romanian social life as a very pleasant enjoyable life. 
Very much. Very much so, 


As fan as culture - we cannot say they were on the standing? Cause I 
feel they were = 


Well, we used to have theatrical - and we enjoyed it immensely - and 
the priest used to teach the younger children to play different part - 
everyone enjoyed zoing out there. We had theatrical, dance. nd in 


Gary for instance, your Uncle Nick would recite poems Ar 


That is a song also. 

iis = pum oy 2 2” 

Did he write the poem about phe Romanianswho came to America or was 
he just writing in general? : 


He was a poet. Before he becama prime minister he was known only 


for his poems. He was so «good that that is how he became prime minister. 


That poem wAlke was that written about 
the Romanian who left his parents and came to this country. 
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No. The reason - he was a son of a peasant - a peasant boy - and every 
peasant wanted to send their children to school - so parents would 
want child to get an education - I want you to go to school - all the 
parents - everybody in town wanted to send them to school - so he 


went to school. But he remembered the good old times with"plugu and 


\ ‘I 
boi and all that so he wrote poems. Because his parents sent him 


to school. rt 


It is a beautiful poem. And Nick used to recite. Another one 3? 


So we enjoyed theathrical and dancing and we enjoyed his reputation 
by students - but in Romania they had their organization. 

During the war when you were in Romania - you were too young to be 
worried and troubled with - being in thé army... what was the attitude 
among the people about going to America ...?. The regat did not care 
to go to America. 

No. as a matter of fact we had the same difficulty - when I went to 
get the pass port - to go to the American embassy - the Romanians 


around asked: Where are you going. I am going to America. They 


 ) 
asked: What is going on out there re 


Q. 


A. 
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Pagell 


in other words they thought why are you going there 7% Be 


that everything is free. 


in those days 


too enthused - bedause life in Romania was pleasant/before the war. 


iverybody was happy - everybody was working. 


But Transylvania was a different story. 


It belonged to Hungary - they were surpressed. 


But here in Romania 


i See ee 2D sr 


So they were not 


they were free - and on Sundays we had military music bands which was 


free. Go to the parks on Sunday - then we had the student balls and 


your uncle Nick -- 


So in Regat - that was the attitude. What was the attitude in the 


villages in the Transylvania - cause you were there during the summer = 


about America. 


The only ones that are anxious to go to America were the people who 


had their farms burned, or they were so hard up that everything was 


and stay a year or two - he will make enough 
and pay his mortgage and pay his debts. And 


to the worker - 


heavily mortgaged - so they thought if they came to nerica 


money for him to come 


that was the answer 


Is that why your uncle :left? Did he really plan to come back? 


Yes, Everybody came here - everybody came for 1 or 2 years and go back. 


What happened to make you and your mother and his wife a 


it 


who had a son there - decide to come -was/because the war was over 


and they could come back? 


The war is over and my mother was anxious for me to be an engineer, 


so she wrote my uncle that during the war we made friends with the 


in the lean 


German officers and soldiers, and had the address/of some officers 


that were in Bucharest = they wrote that if 


engineering, the best place was in Germany. 


I wanted to take 


So my mother wrote her 


Q. 


A. 
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brother anWweware planning to zo to Germany so my son could become 

an engineery.and he said: Don't go there - come to the United 

States. So that is how - and then his wife “/!7 as long as you are 
coming you bring my wife and-bring my “WN and we all came 
here. And ofcourse once he came here he was working at Inland Steel 
Company Uy 7L0 school, naturally after that we never dreamed 
of going back. 

Meet Mary and loved to go to conferences -- 

Oh yes. I'm sorry I cannot remember the name of these student 
organization - 

I have them somewhere Dr. 

The first we attended was in Youngstorn, Ohio - it was such a beautiful _ 


Romanian students from Stantiz ” 
conference - I met almost 10/different tf Fats Nick{ that was at 


ee | 


Illinois University, he was cotta naey. Simon when he died, i: was 


ee UR tere: nee 0 te a ee 


oer : —— school in Louisville, Kentucky. Then I met Mrs. 


“ 


Hatagan's pope from Farrell, Viehoris ~ 

What about Rey. stares at that time? Was he older or still a child? 

They were not married at that time. He was in New York but he was 

not ordained them. He was a student at this time. I never met Mrs. 

Hatagan because she was just 1), 15 years old. But her sister went 

to college. So we metw-- about 5 or 10 Romanian students. And of- 

course, we had these organizations, the ideas is to meet someone there- 

of your own. We met guite a few. But the saying was b? 
"the grass is always greenernon':your' neighbors’ side." 

That is one reason - why do you go from Harbor all the way to Ohio 

and Pennsylvania when Li( well, the zrass is 

always greener on the other side. 


And there not as many Romanian girls ... ATK 


But he kas one Margaret - he said: Margaret I'm going back, and I'LL 


Qe 
A. 


Mrs. B. 
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come back and he went there - 


She was Hungarian - 

She was very attractive. 
She was our neighbor, Mary, for a while, and later ... Dr. wiced hr 
hard -- He was NAB of Margaret, as a matter of fact we 

had “499 

but he was a strong nationalist. 

Even though he liked Margaret he still - 

I also feel ... Walter's father interferring in that... 

Yes he was — 33 to marry your own, were very strong in 
those days. 

But they were different personalities weret't they ... 

Yes. Your father-in-law was very quiet. Nick was full of life. 
Outgoing, and much more critical - he was the kind that if he conld 
not say anything good - I'm not going to say anything. 

s O\ 

Dr. Blada. He died. He had his office on 5th and Broadway. Very vain. 
Uncle Nick was always around - 

Always around =; 6S and he would pass by, 
well, where should we have lunch?- Well, listen Dr. Blada, let's 


pick him up too. So we would pick Dr. Blada - stop for lunch - 


GS tt 


So we got throuzh with Blada and then we had that other one Cornia. 


Mr. Cornia, he was working on the railroad i I 


Dr. Ba 
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but he enjoyed Nick - everytime you see Nick, he would be. tickled to 
see him. And we would go to Lake Hotel ... then they would talk grout 
when they were soldiers, since they were both soldiers, and he said 
that he was in +7 4 » Yugoslavia and all that - he mentioned - 
you're not an officer and you should have seen - and that fellow 

said: well my officer came from a family - and he was bragging about 
and Nick would justa 3S %>Y well: when should we meet again - 
I'll pay the dinner - tomorrow we meet again. 

He probably played the same way with Bertha? Didn't he and then he 
complimented both of them. 

Bertha was so funny. Bertha worked at Goldblats and Nick was there, 
and bought something from her and it so happens that there were some 
pennies: a-mtekel—end- avery in other words six pennies, and he gave 


a nickel and a penny. Well, it so happens that one-penny dropped 


wood ; 
in - the spaces between the/Bhoors- and then the argument about 
5 34 he said: No you give - you have to give me six cents 


Bertha was there and the argument starts:and he says: I'll never 

come in this store and all that. 

I thought Bertha worked at Lake Hotel? 

Yes, but before she worked at the Lake Hotel and had the restaurant: 
she worked at Goldblats, in the store - that is where Nick met her. 
That wasn't before the time before you were married, when you and 

Nick used to go to Harbor to visit 56 in Hammond... 

Yes. 4nd we visited, whit>is her name, that married this Joe Prem 
from Standard Oil Company and are in Florida now... Mary Shornell... 
We used to... Nicora, Pitis' and Leuca's...and I always used to go out... 
during the prohibition could not get his voice, before he wanted to 
have a drink, so they decided to go to Fr. Mehiltian, because Fr. 
Mehiltian has the wine - priests were allowed to have wine - so Father 


came - we talked and and we joked and all that - and finally Nick said: 
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e@ 
Hey, Fr. don't you have something - you/what I mean - so Fr. said: 

Cd Well, I knew something, that is the only reason you are visibing me, 
So sure enough he went and brouzht a gallon of wine. And we each had 
Wine and wine and we laughed and joked = so finally there was just 

@ that much left and just about 1/2" left. So we were getting Mr. Nicora 


™ 


said: Fr. I want to take confession. What! What} He says: Fr. we are 


sorsorry that we could not drink all the wine that we had to leave 
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Interviewee Mrs. Budrean Interview Date March 35 ji A a 


Interviewer Mary Leuca Time 
Place 6811 California Street, Hessville, Indiana 
PTO mn te A ali nin) tithes FR i eS eh NE Oe RE Die 


Others present 


Q. Were you born in Europe? 


> 
. 


Yes, “in Romania. I was 2) years old when I came here, I cot 

married in 192) - my husband first came to the states in 1910 - re- 

turned to Romania in 192). He came to Romania to find a wife - 

my cousin had this picture, and when he saw it he came to Romania, 

Qe Why did your husband first come to America? 

A. He came to have an easier life - he came from Urn-. A nwhre 
He came directly to Harbor .- he came to Harbor becsuse he had many 
friends from home, 

Q. How did he hear of Harbor, 

Many 
A. He had a brother-in-law here/»*» had come to America to make money 
and then return - but thaastayed instead. His brother-in-law stayed 
2 years and returned. Many people had come to America to make money 
and then return. My cousin came in 1918 - he ran so that he would not 
go into the ~ army - he must have been about 35 years when he zot married, 

Qe Where did he work? 

A, At Inland in the Sheet Mill. My husband first worked in the Sheet MELT; 
| then he went to Hammond when the Sheet mill was closed, and now he worked 
at Inland as a crane operator, 

Q. ae he came were there many Romanians here? 


Ae Yes, He would work for 10¢ an hour at that time, When he first came - 


he stayed in board at Lela Bogdona - she died here - she was married 
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to Nickulit,u din Apol, 

Who would know something about her? 
I believe your mother might know of her, She died in about 1930 something. 
She lived on Euclid Avenue 

Do you recall anything about him staying in board? 

I remember him telling me that for breakfast they would have tocana 

and soup and sometimes would eat that all day - not prepared food 

like today. : 

When in board = he had his own room - he stayed for a while at 
Mrs. antes cand: he lived with a friend until he got married - then 
he remained alone in the room, He also stayed at a Hungarian lady in 
board, Mrs, Kovich, on Block Avenue, Mrs, Dragomer lived on Pennsylvania 
Avenue,2n7? Shen 

Ion Rau - he died and she is living in Chicago now - they had 
2 sons: Nelu and Nicki. 

On Block and Pennsylvania Avenue there were many Romanians = to 
name a few, there was Micu bhtcher store, Micu with the hall... Sharlia, 
Mrs, Fulea, Mrs, Chulay, Mrs. Popa... Mrs, Angel, Gegman, Sabu. 

When I came here - not too many Romanians went back home. 

My husband never wrote to me = he came home with the picture of 
me = his parents did nét want-him to come back’to America and to get 
married - he said that he had a girl and if he is not married, I will 
get married otherwise I will not marry. He found out that I was not 
married - I met him one Sunday when my cousin and I went for a walk - 
he and his friend came to talk to us - his friend told him that I was 
the girl in the picture that he had - his friend also said that if one 
of us got married, the other would have to go along since we were very 
close. He had asked if I would go for a visit at his home - ... he had 


asked if there was someplace we could go and eat - we went to a restaurant 
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to eat. Then-he told me the situation about coming here and that he 
had a room and a little money - I did not like him when I first saw 
him and later I changed my mind. We went home - my parents did not 
know anything and I was ashamed of my parents - I thought of leaving 
before anyone got up = and his cousin came in the morning and explained 
the whole situation, and that he did not anything. He came back the 
second night for all to meet and we got married then. Went to Bucharest 
to prepare the passport - and we still could not come together - I had 
to wait 3 months. I was expecting Mary then. Mary was born here in 1925, 
We were married on October 9, 192). 

I came alone on the boat, theré were other Romanians on board, 
I met an elderly lady and a girl that were traveling together - I told 
them that I was afraid to stay alone - so the elderly lady stayed in 
my room and I slept in the same room with the girl - there 2 beds in 
that room. The voyage took 6 days on the Olumpiu in May 1925, The 
voyage was very pleasant for me. After arriving at Hllis Island I 
then boarded a train for Gary... Micu married us and then baptized 
Mary. From the Micu family - Aurelia died and Tootsie who was married 
to Rosco now lives in California and Mary that was married to 
Tootsie was Mrs, German's daughter and sister with Milinia.Popa, 


fee re “a 


One of Popa's ae is married to Micu and the other to Eli 
osh, Their mother's name was German and she 


Popa from our home town, 
was the grandmother of Latisia. How many daughters did Mrs, German have? 
Malina, Mary who married Komanich and lives in Donaldson, Johnny and 
Mary who married Roman,.. 

How is Mrs, Nan related? 

She married Mr, Nan's brother... this picture was taken in 1929... 

Were there many affairs then? 


Many affairs and all Romanians. Life was good then, 


Q. 


Ae 


Q. 


A. 


MERC NRE TO Oe BSS cs: 


What do you think ehanged the lives of some Romanians? 
They moved and some got aariat with"strangers", other nationalities. 
People separated, 

I have }:; children: Mary, John, Sylvia and George... 
When you were young in 4osh - did you have to learn Hungarian? 
Yes - we had to learn, Mrosh is near YR! 
When you were there - you were very close to Mama. 
When your mother was home - she came by car in our town with Jennie 
while we were eating in the yard. I did not know your mother until 
I came here, 
Did you send you children to Romanian school here? 
Mary went, The others did not go because it was not taught anymore, 
Dmn. CuCu had Romanian school on Pennsylvania Avenue. Bencha had 
his school before, We also went to Nicoli Iorga affair. 

Most of the Romanian affairs were held and the Micu Halll and 
gradually got away from that. We used to live across the street from 


the hall at Muntean, 


In 1957 Mrs, Budrean moved here after her husband passed away 


7 years ago in 1970. 


End of tape - 517 = Side I ge 
, I 


Florian Interviewed by Pearl Mailath 
Florim Bulza (Floyd) February Fs; 1977 
Born in Tagadau, Judetul Bihor 
Born April 18, 1913 


Pearl ---When did you leave the country? (Romania) 

Floyd ---I left the country in 1930, Dec. 1. I crossed the border and went to 
France. 

P ---And from there you took the ship? 

F ---From France, from Cherbourgh, I boarded ship and came to New York. 

P ---Do you know which ship you took? 

F ---Yes, Mauretania. I took a small ship from France, from Cherbourgh, and 


we went five hours, after five hours we met the Mauretania which came 
from Liverpool and we transferred. 


¥ ---At sea, you changed? 


F ---At sea, yes. I boarded that ship. Four hours it took, at 5 we boarded 
ship at Cherbourgh and at 9 we transferred ships, to the other ship. 


s ---And this was in the winter when you came? 

F ---It was in December. Yes, I boarded ship December 9, 1930. 

P ---Where did you arrive, in New York? 

F ---I arrived in New York December 16. 

---One week at sea. 

F ---One week, yes, six days at sea it was. 

P ---Why did you leave? 

F ---I left because my parents were here. My father and mother, and my mother 


wanted me here in America. 


P =--How many in your family? 

F ---I had only a sister, born fourteen years after me. 

P ---Where is she? Did she remain in the home country or is she here? 

oer is interesting...that your father was a prisoner or war. Tell me 
about it. 

F ---I was born in 1913...in April, and my father was taken into army service 


in October 1913. In 1914, WWI started. He was fighting, and was taken prisoner 
in Russia. He spent six years in Siberia and from Siberia he came directly 

to America, and he lived in America seven years and only after thirteen 

years he returned to his home country. 


After that I had that sister, Mariora (Mary) who was born in Romania in 1927. 
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e ---And then he..... 

F ---He came back again to America. 

P ---Alone? 

F ---Alone, in 1927 and in 1929 he brought my mother and my sister here and I 


remained to pursue my studies in our country (Romania), and in 1930 my 
mother coukddn't bear it to be without me and so she wanted to bring me 
to America. 


i ---Amd they brought you to America? 
F ---And they brought me to America in 1930. 
P ---You came only in 1930. Now we're talking about school. How much 


schooling have you had? 


F ---I finished the lower classes for liceu (high school), and one year in 
the upper school, for commercial studies. 


P ---What work were you doing when you left? 

F ---I wasn't....I had always been a student. I had three more years to complete 
my schooling..... upper school for commerce....that's like a business college 
here, 

P ---All right. When you arrived at New York, at Ellis Island...... 

F ---When I arrived at New York, I had to go for a check-up at "Kesselgart" 


....that place (Ellis Island) and from "Kellselgart" I left for Gary, 
and so on the 16th I left on the train in the evening and arrived on 


the 17th. 
I ---Your parents lived in Gary? 
F ---My parents lived in Gary, yes, on Jefferson Street. 
= ---Then it was depression time about then. 
F ---Then the depression was starting....things were starting to go from bad 


to worse. My father was laid off. My father was without work from 1932... 
he didn't work at all until 1933 in July. 


r ---Where did he work? 

F ---He worked for Carnegie [Illinois SteelCorp...... U.S. Steel 
P ---Where did you live then? 

F ---We lived on Jefferson, at 1340 Jefferson. 

P ---Did your mother work then? 

F ---My mother never worked (out). 


3 ---When did your parents die? 
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F ---My father died in 1959, and ay mother died in 1962, August. 
Pr ---What were their names? 

F ---Floria Bulza and my mother was named Persida. 

P ---That sister who was born in Romania, what was her name? 

F ---Mariora ... Mary. 

P ---Is she married here? 

F ---She is married to George....... he's Serbian. 

Use ---Does she have any children? 

F ---She has a son. 

ig ---A boy, how old is he, is he married? 

F ---Theboy is....sixteen years she was married and had no children. Only 


after sixteen years she had a child. The boy is twelve years old. 


Ee ---Oh, a young boy, and you said that you have another sister? 

F ---I have another sister, named Sadie. She is married and has two children. 
P ---When you first came to this country, what was your impression? 

F ---Like anyone else, it was hard for me. I was lost. You know, you don't 


understand the language, you come to a strange country. Even my young 
relatives, I had cousins here....almost none of them could speak Romanian. 
After I came here, youth of the Romanian Baptist Church learned Romanian 
and spoke more Romanian then ever before. In fact, we gave a performance 
in Detroit in 1931, after I came here, a play called "The Prodigal Son." 
It lasted about two and one-half hours. There were a lot of people there, 
and they were very happy to hear us speak Romanian, especially since I was 
newly arrived then and could speak better, 


P ---How did you learn English? Did you go to night school? 

F ---After I came here, they weren't hiring, so I went to school. 

d ---When? Days or evening? 

F ---Days. I took English, mechanical drawing, machine shop and music. 


Everything else that was offered at school, I already had taken. What I 
needed was the language...to learn the language. I'd go during the day. 
There was a class for students who came from Europe. 


P ---Only for those students? 


F ---There was a class,only one class for boys and girls who came from Europe... 
other countries...Mexico..... 
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2S ---And were they younger ones and older ones, mixed ages? 


F ---All of us were together....the majority were like me, older...... who 
were in that class.....students who were 15, 1 6, 17 years old. Those 
who were younger went to their regular classrooms. This was a special 
class for the foreigners. 


e ---Who was the teacher? 

F ---Mrs. Smith 

P ---Miss Smith. 

F ---Kate Smith, I think. 

P ---This was at Froebel? 

F ---At Froebel. 

t ---How long did you go there? 

F ---In '31 and '32. 

P ---Then you learned to speak (English). 

F ---There I learned English and I also learned machine shop, mechanical 


drawing, and music. I played in the Froebel band....trumpet. 


P ---With Mr. Resur? 

F -=——Yes. 

P ---When you started working, where did you work? 

F ---When I started working, I started in the sheet mill. 

e ---You stayed there all the time? 

F ---I worked in the same place all the time....forty-one years and seven 
months. 

Hs ---When did you retire? 

F ---I was retired in 1975, in January. 

P ---What position did you have? 

F ---I was working on special assignment---stocker. 

iy ---Stoker? 

F ---No, stocker. He makes up schedules of work...of the material.... 


tracing defects.....stocks the steel..... 
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P ---Why do you think people came to this country? 


F ---You know the show, How the West was Won? Like last night on TV....ina 
show....last week....those people traveled from one place to another... 
building up, looking for something better....that's how our people did. 
They left their own country, and most of them, most of them, they could 
hardly read or write. 


P ---Oh, that's true, we know that. 


F ---Because...when they come in to this country, they had a hard time...those 
guys had it really rough. They didn't know the language, they didn't 
know....as far as I'm concerned, after I came over here, I could almost 
read paper because there was a lot of words tht already I knew from 
French, from German. I had four years of French in school and I had two 
years of German and one year Latin and one year Italian. Even now, Italian 
I know a lot of words because almost similar (to Romanian). 


P ---...like Romanian, that's right. Well, did you want to come to America or 
would you rather have stayed there, if it was up to you? 


F ---I tell you. Like...in general, the Romanian didn't come over here to stay. 
They came over here to make money, to accumulate a sum of money and go 
back and start up....you know, on their own, because they were poor. Most 
of the kind that came from Europe, they didn't...they wasn't rich because 
rich people don't look for something.....(better). 


P ---No, they wouldn't come, that's true. 


F ---They wouldn't come. So, my intention was, you know, when I heard from my 
father that my uncle was making so much money, then I figure out.....heck, 
I got education. I'm smarter than they. If I go out there, I could 
accumulate. I already had everything figured out..... how much I could 
make a year and go back there after three, four, five years...go back. 


Then, I come over here, the first three years, no work. I tell you that 

was the toughest time of my life because, in R lomania anyway, I had (what 

I needed) because my father was here and he serid me money. Things were 

going good then...you know, fair, and he pay my tuition, buy me a suit of 
clothes every year, and room and board. 


I was living, you know, by my aunt. Like..when you go to college (over here). 
Over there they don't have no high school. You go to high school there, 

you have to go maybe 60 kilometers, 0.K., maybe 45 miles away from home. 

In other words, your room and board....over there. (Since you have to go so 
far for high school, you have to live somewhere. Therefore, you pay ronmm and 
board somewhere just like they do in U.S. in college). 


P ---Where did you go to school in Romania? 
F ---Oradia....they have big schools over there. 
P ---Otherwise, perhaps you would not have come to America...if it weren't for 


your parents? 


Floyd Bulza Page 6 


F ---If it weren't for my parents, no, no. Never even thought of it. But it 
was because;it was my parents...my grandfather was here. My grandfather 
and his brothers brought my father from Siberia. 


P ---From Siberia? 

F ---In Siberia where he was a prisoner. 

P ---But did they know where he was in Siberia? 

F ---They knew because my father corresponded with them. 

P ---They let the prisoners correspond? 

F ---They let the prisoners...because, you see, in Siberia, there were a lot of 


nationalities. There were Romanians, there were Serbians, there were 
Hungarians. It was...like organized...this group. There were Romanians 
here...Hungarians there...and the Romanians had a leader, a conductor, 


and through that leader, .... he was an officer in the army..... he made 
the connections...and they made contact with his parents over here....in 
America. 

P ---And so he was able to keep in contact. 

F ---I was 13-1/2 years (old), because..... my father was that kind of man....he 
wanted things..... when there was sadness....to be happiness. (What was a 
sad occasion, if possible replace with a happy one). 

He left home October 7 and on October 7 he came back..... after 13 years. 
| ---Exactly? 

F ---After thirteen years. Yes, that's what he promised himself....that's how 
he planned it. He stopped in France, he had a ftiend there, and he came 
home with his friend "so that he'd be home on October 7." I remember, 


because then I had a sore foot....boils, and I couldn't walk. My leg was 
bandaged.....that's when he came. My mother cried with happiness. 


P ---Certainly, after thirteen years. 
Did he tell you, where he was in Siberia, did they mistreat him? 


F ---Yes, he told us....very bad....I'm so sorry I destroyed it. He had 
written, every day, what he did, what happened. 


P ---And you destroyed it? 


F ---I was young. He left it with me, back home...when he came in 1927. He left 
it with me, and like a youth...... 


Er ---Did you read it at least? 

F ---I read it, yes, I read it. When he.... 

P ---Do you remember any of it? 

F ---...he wrote about himself....it happened, I don't know after how many months 


....they would march prisoners to the Volga and shoot them....because they 
didn't have food for them, couldn't feed them. He didn't know when the day 
would come that his turn would come and he would be shot...... many prisoners. 
....they didn't have food. 
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F ---It was so cold in Siberia, excuse me now for talking (this way).... 
when they go out to take a leak, they had to take a tree (branch) 
with fire. When that thing hit the ground, it was froze. You know, 
even that (he wrote in his diary). When they travel, they travel.. 
not by train...in Siberia. In Siberia is a big country, and they 
used to eat corn that wasn't ripe and "porumbele"....like they call 
it in Romania...you know, it's not plums....it's something smaller 
than plums, but real sour, you know. 


P ---A fruit? 

F ---They used to eat that off the trees. 

P ---That's all they had? 

F ---They used used to eat that. It was miserable. Then, in spring, 


they used to get out...to have the lice come out and kill them. 
You know, the lice come out in the sun, in the summer. You know 
rice... s«. 


Even I, now (it bothers me)..... it was written....it was all written 
down. He passed through misery and a crisis. After he came here to 
America, it was all right for him. And it's all right for all of us, 
especially now. 


a ---Did you ever think of going back there to live....those first years? 


F ---My thoughts were in Romania..not only one year...many years. I 
wanted to go back immediately after I got here, but my parents were 
here...where could I go? 


ls ---What impression did you have of America when you got here? 


F ---Well, I got here during a critical period...when it wasn't good. 
Times were lad. But I found that, even with the hard times and the 
life they led then, it was better than over there because you had 
different facilities (here) that you didn't have in Europe. You 
know, to take a bath in Europe, you had to wait from summer to 
summer. People that live in the country, and outer (areas)..... 
Now, in the city, very few people...... 


Now, when I went to school four years....once a month I used to go and 
take a shower and go take a bath and ali that. They have a...in the 
city.......an uncle of mine used to work as tax collector.Every month 
he had to come to give account, in the city, because Oradia was the 
county seat, like Indianapolis is to Indiana. 


Oradia was the capitol of Bihor, and he used to come give account, and 
then he used to go take a bath and I used to go with him and another 
uncle, three of us. 


ix ---What is this? A public place? 
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F ---It's a public place where you go. They have....you take a shower. 
They got all kind...you know...many showers in there, and they have a 
basin ..or a pool....they have over there....but smaller....ina circle, 
you know, how you go by steps and that water is real hot. And so they 
have other side...they have medium pools, where you get in, the water 
is warm. From there you get in one, is little bit warmer or hotter. 
Then you get in the other one....after you get in the hot, you get in 
that big one.....when you come out of there...your skin is all red. 
Then, after that, they have the steam...what they call this over here..... 


P ---Steam baths? 


F ---Steam bath, yeh, .... air....hot air. You go in that steam bath...you 
really sweat out. If you have cold, like in winter time, then from there 
yougo into a room (you have only air)...hot air...and then, before you 
come out of there,....they have a pool with the water, one more degree 
(it) would freeze. You go back through it...to come out. They claim, 
you know, when you go through it, they close up the pores and you don't 


catch a cold. 


F ---But, like I said, that's the thing. Those people, they don't know 

better. Like I said, once you come over here, you got these facilities 
....either with electricity, refrigerator...and all that. Now, they're 
beginning..... you saw that.....to have it (those facilities in Romania). 
I have two cousins, doctors. One of them, he's a doctor but he married 
my cousin but he was my colleague at the secondary school. I was ina 
class with him. I know him since then. I was surprised, you know, to 
meet somebody who was in your class, and that doctor, he had a small 
refrigerator. Oh, I don't think it was higher than this (gesturing... 
about three feet tall)....maybe a little bigger. You saw how small..... 


P ---I saw them, and they're proud they have a refirgerator. 


F ---You saw them. He was proud that he got something that not many (other) 
people (had)..... 


The doctor, they both had telephones too, because they had to (have one) 
One of my uncles, he was head of all the post offices, not only in 
Oradia, but of that region,in Crisana...you could say Oradia, Crisana, 
Banat. He was the top man. He was retired, semi-retired; they used to 
call on him whenever they need him. He got telephone too. 
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P ---If your father was in Siberia, how did he have money to come here? How 
did he get here? 


F ---My grandfather. He paid the visa. See, I didn't have no money when I 
came to this country. They paid my visa. My grandfather and my uncle 
and his brother. He (father) had two brothers and two sisters and his 
father over here. 


= ---And how many are left? 

F ---You know Hank Bulza? 

P ~—=—Y@S.. 

F ---His father, that's my Uncle John. He's still living. Johnny Bulza... 


that...he's pro golfer at Turkey Creek. And Uncle Theodore...that's 
his brother. And (he) had Yoviciu's mother...Matusa Nisca (Aunt Ann) 
was his (father's) sister, and I got another aunt...she lives in Michigan. 


And I worked seven months. I worked a lot of overtime. You know how 
much I made in those seven months? When I started in 1933? $504.00! 
$504.00! They make (in) a week $500 today. 


Now, if they say they make money today..... Sure! Naturally! How 
come they make it? Who made it possible for them to make it? Those 
little guys...they work hard...they built up the place. They got 
organized. They got things, you know, for them. They got everything 
buitt up, fixed up for them. Easy, you know, for them to talk, but when 
it comes to reality, the old timers...... Just like my brother-in-law 
said....he said....they started working...digging ditches over there by 
Gary Works. And the whistle blow to go home. And they had a patch 
left to finish. So, the guy said, "Hey," he said "Let's finish this 
first."' See, because they (old timers) were used to that. They don't 
do that today. Today they quit a half-hour before the whistle blow. 


P ---That's right. 


F ---There's a big difference between those days and these days today. And 
they (dare) to say....(to complain). They make money. It's easy for 
them to make, you know (to earn money). It took us maybe fifteen years 
to make a couple thousand dollars...to save...what they could save in 
two/three months (now)....over here, the way they're working........ 
Because....they come over here and they work....the man and the wife 
work...and the kids, if they have kids...they're all working and all 
bring in the checks because that's the way the Romanians were. A 
boy was just like money in a bank, way back, becduse they send him to 
work. When he come home.......I give my check to my father until I 
got married. 


is ---You did? 
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F ---Yes. Not my kids. My Kids didn't give me the check, but I give my 
check to my father. 

ing ---Was that because you had to or because you wanted to? 

F ---Well, I saw where they need it. At the same time, he wanted it too. 
That's how they were, the old folks. They expected a boy to bring the 
check (home), and he gave me..... "here's a couple dollars"..... that's 


all. Couple, three dollars. 


F Property over there (property his father owned in Romania). And that 
property he had, it was mine, you know. When I went to Europe now, 
the guy....and they ask me again "what am I gonna do" and I say "I 
don't want it. You guys could have it. Keep it." I let my grand- 
father's kids to have it. I say "You could have it."" I got what 
I want in America. I don't need it anymore. 


P ---Can you tell me of some of the préblems your father might have had when 
he came to this country the first time? Did he mention anything that 
you can remember? 


F ---QOur people, they always have problems in the mills, because....foreign 
people..... 

Vy ---No, I mean, just adjusting to this life, some of the hardships he .... 

F ---I don't think he had..... because he lived, like I said, thirteen years. 


He was in a strange country where he suffered. When he come to this 
country, it was just like Paradise for him. 


ty ---So, anything was (better)... 

F ---Sure, anything would be better than, you know, ...when you're a 
prisoner. 

P ---And your mother and father were married in the village? 

F ---They were married in the village. 

[ ---You met your wife....when were you married? 

F ---I was married in 1934, September 22. 

lg ---Have you always been a Baptist? Were you a Baptist in Romania too? 

F ---In Romania the Baptists were not recognized when I went to school. 
I went to the Orthodox Church. See, we had to go to church on Sunday 
when I went to "liceu" - (upper school). 

P ---Oh, you do? 

F ---Oh, yeh, we had to go. We had a professor there...you know.... religion. 


And he had all of us going to church. 
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F ---If you was Catholic, you went to the Catholic Church...if you was 
Orthodox, ..to Orthodox. The Baptists were not recognized. If you 
was known as a Baptist, you was persecuted because of that. 


ie ---Well, were you a Baptist in Romania too? 


F ---But I was raised in a Baptist church. I went to the Orthodox Church 
because of the law, you know, they had...the rules. 


P ---So, it wasn't until you came over here..... 


F ---And then, after I came over here...I became...I was converted. 
"Botezat" like they say....born again like (Pres.) Jimmy Carter says. 


.....Truta studied commerce, like I did. After I finished my high 
school and went to the commercial school, Truta had graduated from the 
commercial school. 


P ---At the same school? 


F ---At the same school...Truta. Now, he did it (become a minister) just for 
that reason. (Because Baptists were not recognized, he decided to beome 
one of the ministers). (This Truta is not related to Fr. John Truta 
who was an Orthodox priest in Gary). 


Because the Baptists....see they, if they come (to school in Oradia 
with the Orthodox and Catholic students)...they had to go to the Orthodox 
Church....and they (Baptists) were more strict...different. 


In the village where I was raised, my mother wasn't a Baptist, until 

over here. She was Orthodox. But my father was Baptist when they got 
married. He was a Baptist and we went to the Baptist Church. But at 

school (in Oradia) and with the school, we had to go to the Orthodox Church. 


The Baptists have service in the afternoon on Sunday and also Sunday 
evening, but at the Orthodox only in the morning. 


P ---In other words, you have (service) in the morning, in the afternoon, 
and in the evening? 


F ---At the Baptists, yes. They had three services on Sunday and Wednesday 
evening and Saturday evening. One and one-half hours. The people get 
together and pray. 


P ---How long is the service? 


F ---Where...at the Baptists? One or one and one-half hours or two hours. 
We've been going very, you know, regular, over here...in Gary...too. 
You know, Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday. Twice on Sunday over here. 
But I'm talking about Romania. ...Used to go three times, in the 
afternoon...because, see, they didn't have, like they have electric 
lights over here...and at night, it was pretty hard for them to read, 
and to have no lights....it's kind of dark in the church, so you have 
to go in the afternoon when it's daylight to benefit by it. 
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F ---But over here, we had service in the morning and service at night.... 
in the Romanian Baptist Church. Then we had on Wednesday and Saturday. 


P ---You used to go to the church on 14th & Jefferson? 

F ---14th and Jefferson. 

fe ---What was the name of that church? 

F ---First Romanian Baptist Church. 

P ---How did your father come to the United States from Siberia? 

F ---My father came over through Vancouver. From Vancouver he came to 


Gary and from Gary he went back to Romania. He went around the world 
one time and he came back again. So, when he left..... 


P ---Do you know what part of Russia....Oh, he was in Siberia.... 
F ---He was in Siberia...... Omsk Tomsk.....I still remember those, you know... 


Omsk Tomsk...... and Vladivostok, you know....the port I think...that's 
the port where he took....from..... 


P ---He took the boat from Vladivostok? And from there he went to? 
F ---To Vancouver. 
ty ---To Vancouver....straight to Vancouver. Do you know how long it took 


him t get there? 


F ---Well, I don't know that, but from there, I know one thing....he was 
was talking about....he went around the world. Well, he did. He came 
to Gary....from Gary he went back to Romania, and then made a circle 
around the world. Then he came tack to the United States. 


P ---All right,now that's the grim part. You don't remember him telling about 
his trip, that particular trip? 


F ---No, no, no. I know there was other people, you know, like my mother-in- 
law. They were talking about the boat they were coming in. There was 
more and more of this.....that they haul cattle and stuff like that, 
and I don't know what else., you know...... 


P ---A freighter. 
F ---Freighter...that's what they came in---freight....most of them old timers. 
P ---Now, when your father came...was he the only Romanian or did he come 


with other Romanians? Do you know? 
F ---From Siberia? I really don't know that. 
Ee ---When your mother came, did she come with (anyone else?) 


Pr ---She came with my sister....Mary. 
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---But, were there other Romanians too? 


---When she came? 
---One more? 


---You know, when 


I don't know. But when I came, there was another Romanian. 


I got on the train at Cutici, you know, you change the 


train....that was coming from Bucuresti....there was another guy from 
Banat and I transfer. I change the train, and I go into it there. A 


guy ask me, he 


says, "where you going?" I say I'm going to Gary, Indiana, 


America. He say, "I'm going to Gary, Indiana. Bring your stuff over 


here by me." 


---So you came together? 


---And after I brought the stuff over there, I travel with him all the way 


to Cherbourgh. 


When he got to New York, he came right straight out. 


See, I had to wait for that 'Kesselgart" like I told you. He came in 
(to Gary) and he told my father - "your boy is on his way now." 


And Iborrowed money from him because I didn't have a penny with me. I 
was broke. When I cross the Romanian border, the only thing I had I 
bought my father a salami from Sibiu. He wanted me to bring him some 
"salama de Sibiu"......and I had some "prajitura" (pastry). My father's 
cousin, my aunt, made it.....(the kind) that stay long time...it don't 
spoil. I had that. And that's all. No money. 


So, I borrowed 


ten dollars.... 


money from this gury. He said, "I1l give you....heré's 
I'll collect from your father."" My father raised hell 


with me about it because I borrowed then dollars. So, when I got to 
"Kesselgart" you know, to New York, I went in office out there.... 
they had another ten dollars for me.....waiting, you see, you're 
supposed to have ten dollars when you leave New York in case you need 
something to buy. So they give me ten dollars more. 


When I came back to Gary from New York, it was all gone. I had two 


nickels left. 


My father ask me, what happened to the ten dollars they 


give you? I said I spend it. You don't know...they have those guys 
Ene S68). StUEE. «<2. 


---And you don't know how much it's supposed to cost. 


---You don't know 


how much....they take advantage of you.....because coming... 


it takes...from New York up to here, it took maybe....see, if you make 
sixty miles, twelve, thirteen, fourteen hours.... 


---So, you got something to eat? 


---You sang on the radio? Tell me about that, about that program that your 
church had on the radio. 


---Yes. We had as preacher, Lucaci, who gave talks on the radio, and me 
and the members of the choir sang every Sunday morning at 8 a.m. for 


one-half hour. 


---What staion was that? 


---Station W-I-N-D 


(Vantul - the wind) - Remember that? 
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Pe ---And you also played an instrument, no? 


F ---I played....we had an ordhestra in church...made up of others. There 
was Ann Resur, her brothers Pete, John, Aurel; john Chuch, me, John Vlad. 


te ---John Vlad played? 


F ---Not this, the old man...his son, he played well. He played French horn; 
John Chuch and I played trumpet; Pete Yovich played baritone, and John 
bass. We had an orchestra.... 


P ---Didn't Hank play there too? 


F ---Hank was at another church---Hungarian church---he was at the Hungarian 
Baptist Church (Hungarian Reformed Church on 13th and Jackson). 


Miscellaneous information 


Floyd Also played soccer after he came to this country. There was a 
eam of Romanians who went to different cities and did very well. 
embers of team included Romey Iliovici, Dan Pope, Emil Idu, John Blaz. 


He served as coach also to younger team. 


Married Florence Leucuta in Sept 22, 1934. She graduated from Froebel. 
Then have two girls and one boy. 


Kathryn (Wm.) Deak, live in Glen Ellyn, Illinois (Born Oct 12, 1935) 
Daughter Darci - 10 years old 


Dianne Nixon, born Oct 18, 1942, separated - high school graduate 
Daughters Lisa, 13 years 


Sherri, 10 years live in Mertillville 


Floyd married to Barbara...... born Oct 12, 1944 
high school graduate married 1965 


adopted a girl Teresa - 6 rs and Christine 3 yrs. 


He says he was born in Hungary, raised in Romania, is American citizen without 
papers. This means--he was born in Austria-Hungary, but after WWI this part was 
part of Greater Romania. He received his American citizenship through his father 
who got his papers while Floyd was still a minor. 


MRS. MARIA SUTEI CIURDARI BURTIC Interviewed April 19, 1977 
(MRS. MARY CHURDAR BURTIC) By Pearl Mailath 
666 Jackson Street, Gary 


Pearl ---Now we will start with you. What year did you come to America? 


Mrs. Burtic ---In 1926...in 1926 I came. In 1923 I started corresponding with my 
husband, Moise Churdar, and since he wasn't an American citizen.... 


P ---He was over here? 


B ---He was over here. And because he wasn't an American citizen, he couldn't 
bring me right away. After he became an American citizen, they changed the 
law and so he had to come after me over there so we could be married over 
there. He came in 1925 and on December 9, 1926, we were married. 


P ---And you came? 

B ---In December 1925 he received his citizenship papers, and in July he came 
home and in ‘26 we came to America together. 

P ---You came here. Did you come directly to Gary? 

B ---Yes, because he had been working here for eighteen years in the mills. When 


he left here to come for me, they promised him he would get his job back at 
United States Steel. We lived together until 1944, October 2, when he was 
killed in an accident at the big mill, U.S. Steel. And in 1945 I married 
Moise Burtic, and in 1947 my child go sick and in 1948 he died and I was 
left without my child. 


P ---When did Mr. Burtic die? 

B ---He died in '74, 1974. 

P ---You had only the one son? 

B ---I had an only child. I didn't have anymore. I had him after ten years of 


marriage, and he lived twelve years. He was all right....seemed very 
healthy until he turned yellow, and when I took him to the doctor, he said 
the boy had yellow jaundice. I took him back after a few days and he said 
to keep him home. Until that time he was going to school. I kept him home, 
he got worse. I took him back to the doctor. I changed doctors...changed 
from Dr. Burchem and went to Dr. Senese and Dr. Carbone. They told me to 
take him to the hospital after examining him. A few days later the doctors 
said he needed an operation. When they opened him up, he was full of cancer. 
They just sewed him back up. 


P es=@Mvaa oc aers . ..what was the boy's name? 

B ---Moise Churdar. 

P ---The boy had the same name (as his father). 
B ---Yes, Moise also. 


= ---You knew each other.. you and Mr. Churdar, you knew each other from Europe? 
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B ---No, dear, he was eighteen years older than IL. 
I ---Then how did..... 
B ---When he came to America the first time, I was very little. He was writing to 


his brothers; his brothers lived across the street from my parents. And I 
would hear my sister-in-law, his brother's wife, tell my mother that Moise, 
“our brother-in-law keeps writing to us, asking if there might be a girl who 
would be willing to go to America so that he could marry her." 


I was working in Regat at a factory, called "Astrabana" in Moreni, near 
Ploesti. When I came home from there, came to my parents...I met an American 
on the train. He, I knew he was a stranger by his clothes, you know. And I 
asked him where he was from. He was from America. "Tell me something about 
America." I was about seventeen at the time. And he started telling me about 
things over here and he asked if I had anybody over here. I said no I didn't. 
"Not even a townsman?" I said there is one, his brothers live directly across 
the street from my parents but he is an older man. And besides, he is a 
Baptist. And this man told me that if he is a Baptist, he will help you. 
Write to him. 


I came home and told my mother. I said, "Mother, tell Elizabeth to give me 
the address of Moise from America." and she gave it to me right away. I 
wrote him a letter and asked him. I wrote him that I was the daughter of the 
ironworker whose parents live across the street from "your parents and if you 
would be so good as to help me get to America, I will of course work and I 
will repay you,"' And he told me, after we were married, that during the time 
he had prayed and fasted so that God would direct somebody so he could marry. 


And so he answered right away. In the first letter he sent me =o? - At that 
time you could send money inside letters, not like now. And so after he 
wrote, he promised me in his letter that since I had the courage to write to 
him, "I will do everything possible to bring you over." And so, like I told 
you, we started corresponding for about three years, and he secured all the 
necessary documents and papers, thinking that I could come over before the 
immigration laws changed. 


But by the time all the papers were secured, I had to run around all over too, 

the law changed. And so he wrote me that now "you can't come. But if you can't 
come, don't be discouraged. I will come there. I have a house,"...he had a 
house on 13th and Van Buren...."I will sell the house and will come after you." 
And that's what he did. He sold his house, he quit his job, and he came back 
to his home country. And that's how we met. 


And so after he arrived there, we didn't know each other. He didn't know me 
and I didn't know him, only through pictures. I didn't know him at all. I 
didn't even like him at first. But after I came over here, because of his 
fine character, the way he treated me, I loved him very much. For me he was 
everything, mother, father. He was a very fine man with a lot of faith. And 
I was very happy with him. Until God gathered him in. 


And that is my story. 
He sent me a lot of money. Once he sent me $300. At that time you could get 


20,000 lei for $100. And he'd send me $5, then $10, then $30, then $25. 
He always sent me some (money) and like I said, I loved him for his good deeds. 
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P ---When you were in Europe and you were waiting for his letters, were you 
working anywhere? 


B ---I wasn't working anywhere then. 
P ---You stayed in the village? 
B ---I didn't go back because he wrote to me that he would bring me over here. I 


thought everything would be taken care of in a hurry, but it took so many 

years because he wasn't an American citizen. Not only that, but at that time, 
no man could bring his wife over here, even if he was a citizen. But he(Moise) 
had money in the Mid-City Bank, I don't know if you remember it. And the banker 
was a Hungarian, a Hungarian Jew. He told the banker...my husband spoke both 
Hungarian and Romanian...he told this banker, he says, "I want to go back to 
get married, but I don't know if I can bring my wife." And the banker told 
him, he said, "Mose, I will help you." 


I still have the letter from Washington, D.C. that the banker....three bankers 
recéived..... and I passed through at all the boundaries. He just pulled out 
the letter and showed it, and I was able to pass through. I still have it, 
with his passport, with his first passport..from Washington, D.C. If he did 
not have this permit from Washington, he could not bring me even if he was 

an American. 


There were some other men from our village who came and got married there, 
but they couldn't bring their wives back because they did not have the permit 
from Washington. And so it was a miracle, my coming here, because I had no 
trouble at all. 


P ---After you arrived here, did you have any problems with the language, with 
life over here? 


B ---I had no problems because I went to night school, at Froebel. After that, 
he had bought a house at 321 Monroe Street, an apartment building and it 
was filked with tenants.Being young, only twenty years old, everybody liked 
me. They saw that I couldn't speak English and some of them would correct me. 


P ---They helped you? 

B ---Yes, they helped me a lot and so I didn't have any trouble. And probably I 
was a little forward too because I started conversing first. 

P ---And you had him (husband) to help you too. 

B ---Yes. He would come home from work and I'd tell him that tomorrow I would 


cook such and such and I needed certain things to prepare the meal. How do 
you say potatoes, lard, milk, butter, and I would write it in our way, the 
Romanian spelling. He would tell me that if I said we needed milk, he'd say 
"milk" and I would write it the Romanian way, like it sounds. If I needed 
lunch meat, he liked boiled ham a lot....I wrote "boilhem". In Hungarian 
lice are called "Dolha"and I would remember "bolha" - boiled ham. See? 


Pr ---You speak Hungarian? 
B ---I am a Hungarian. 

Er ---Oh, you are? 

B 


---And my husband and I both are from Com. Cociuba, Judetul Bihor. 
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---Yes. In all of our village there are only three Hungarian families. The miller, 
(Morariu) the notary, and my parents. 


And so for school, I went to both, the Romanian and the Hungarian. There are 
two. One belonged to the government and the other one to the village. So I 
learned both, and even today I can write both Romanian and Hungarian. 


---Now you can also write in English. 

---Not too well, but I can read..very well. 
---How much schooling did you have? 

---Primary school. 

---And at Froebel, when you went to night school? 


---I didn't go too long....one year...evenings....because we had bought that 
house over here and I couldn't go. It was too far. 


And not only that. I was busy. Tenants moved out, now one, now another. 
And in those days, wages were low. He earned $5.05 for twelve hours and 

the payments on the house were $113 a month...second mortgage. And so I 
couldn't employ a painter or a paperman (paperhanger). Only once did we 
have a paperman in our house. And after I watched him work, I didn't call 
him back. It cost too much. I'd go to Sears, Roebuck and buy the paper and 
the paste and the stain, and I'd do the work myself. 


---Another thing I remember. I would go to the store, to Sears and I didn't 
know how to speak. There was, like now, young salesman.~ He asked me what 
I wanted and I couldn't tell him. I'd say i wanted paint. Well, how much... 
a gallon, half-gallon or what. They had half-gallons then. And he'd motion 
to me to follow him. And I'd show him, and then he'd show me the colors. 
He would show me the colors and I would tell him one gallon, or two or three 
and I'd bring it home, you know. And so, I had a nice life with him (Moise). 
I liked it very much. And I loved this country very much. 


---Did you ever go back (to Romania?) 

---Twice. 

---Twice? When? 

---— went once in 19....I wanted to go after I lost my child, right away, but 
at that time, in '48, when I went to Hammond (at the immigration office), 
they wouldn't let me go. There weren't any connections with those countries 
(behind the Iron Curtain) and America. And later I went in "58, 1958 for 
the first time. 

---How long did you stay? 

---I stayed only six weeks because they didn't let us stay any longer. And I 


went again in '68 with my husband, Burtic, and then he got sick and I never 
went back anymore. 


---The first time you went back, the very first time, what did you think of things? 


---The first time? The first time it was worse than the last time. It was very, 
very bad. 
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B ---When I arrived in Buchurest, they kept us there. Now I don't remember.... 
about eight days. They took us to show us, you know, the glories of Romania. 
..that didn't amount to anything. And we went to the village after that, 
and when I went back home and saw the misery in which my parents and relatives 
are living,.... I came back to Buchurest. There wasn't a single person, not 
a single tourist who was happy. Everybody was sad. 


And at the Hotel Lido, there was an elevator operator, I forgot his name. 
anyway, I was alone with him in the elevator, and he asked me, he said, 
"Mrs. Burtic, may I ask you something? And will you answer me?" I said I 
will answer if I know. He said, "Tell me the secret. When you come from 
America, all of you are so attractive, you are so clean, you are so happy. 
But when you are ready to go back, you are so sad. What is the secret?" 


I said, "Listen, I don't know how to answer you, but I will let you answer 
it yourself. You answer. You know better than I do. That's all I can tell 
you. I can't answer you. You answer yourself." And i didn't say anymore. 


And while going up with him, I said, "Now, I would like to ask you something. 
There was a very beautiful hotel, very luxurious. Every room had a bath and 
was clean and had rugs, the same pattern in the halls and all over. Now, 
tell me, who owns that hotel?" 


He says "It's ours."" "Good, if it is yours. But if it's yours, where is the 
former owner?" 


And then he laughed. He said,"he could be dead, he could be in jail, I 
can't tell you."" I thought, of course, he must have been a rich man (the 
former owner), with such a luxurious place. And now he tells me that it 
belongs to them, that is, to the country,"the people." 


P ---So it was worse. 


B ---Worse. The second time it wasn't so bad. But the first time....Oh, Lord, it 
was miserable. And I'm telling you that nobody of those who wert to visit the 
villages, all of us were sad. Nobody was happy. And they (tell you it's so good) 


P ---Do they allow people to attend church? 


B ---Probably this has helped too. The Communists....because they...some of them 
have traveled outside and saw how life is elsewhere, especially if they came 
to America. They could see a big difference. And probably they changed 
their attitude a little. 


B ---My father was Catholic, my mother was Orthodox, and as long as I was single 
and went to school, I attended the Orthodox Church. I even sang in the chor. 
And I sang in the "strana" (cantor's pew) I chanted the Epistle. But after 
I started corresponding with my husband....I already knew he was a Baptist... 
and for me Baptists were not strangers because there was a house near us 
where the Baptists gathered and we as children liked to go there. 


And so when he wrote to me that he was a Baptist and that he would like it if I 
were to come to America, that I should consider him for marriage and at the 
same time to think about converting. 


MRS. MARY CHURDAR BURTIC Page 6 


B 


---So I started going to the Baptist church. And in the same year when he 


came, in 1925, that fall I was baptized. I was baptized in Tulca, the 
village of Moise Burtic. They had a creek over there where people were 
being baptized. And so from the time I came here, I was a member of the 
Baptist Church on 14th and Jefferson (Romanian Baptist Church). 


When my husband died, I sold the house on 13th. And iater I married Moise 
Burtic; he was divorced from Lena, his first wife. He lived alone for fifteen 
years, without her. The church didn't recognize....that is to say, it recog- 
nized that we were married because we did get married but they took away my 
privilege as a member because he was a divorced man. I had married a divorced 
man. And so I sold the house on 13th and we bought a house at 570 Pennsylvania 
Street, and then we became members at the Central Riptist Church. And after 
the Central Baptist Church moved away from here, I joined another Baptist 
church, the Southern Baptist Church. It's behind the bus station on Adams 
Street, a small church. And so that's where I go now. The pastor, his 

name is Rev. Wicks, is very good. A small church, but..... 


(Baptist Church frowns on divorce except under certain conditions). When 

the woman commits adultery or when the wife catches the husband with another 

woman...adultery...they will give you a divorce then. And Moise had proof 
.-from his village..... 


---Aurel was how old (when he came to this country? Aurel Burtic, son of 


Moise Burtic) 


---He was married.......In '51 we brought him here, in the fall (from Europe). 


And in '52 we brought Ecaterina (Aurel's wife). And in '56 Aurel got sick 
and in '57 he died....also with cancer. We took him twice to Rochester. 
My son...we didn't take to Rochester. We took him here to Dr. Bills, the 
older man was the doctor. 


When I went to Lach & Stilinovich, because they buried the father of my son, 
I went to them and begged them to let me have an ambulance to take my son to 
Mayo in Rochester, Minnesota. And Lach looked at me and said, "Mrs. Burtic, 
come with me."' And he took me to a room where there were two dead persons. 


"We brought both of them...one from Billings and one from Michael Reese 
Hospital," he said. "If Dr. Bills wants to operate, he's the best in the 
whole of Lake County."" He said, "Don't go."' And he discouraged me. I 


didn't go. In '48 the boy died. After they cut him up and sewed him back up.... 


He (Aurel) went twice. When he got sick, he went to Fr. Lazar and Fr. Lazar 
told him to go to Michigan City. He went to Walter's Clinic in Michigan City. 
He had it in his testicles....swelled up. And the doctor told him he should 
be operated on right away. He didn't let them. He came home, and a doctor, 

I don't know which one, maybe Dr. Sala and Fr. Lazar said he should make an 
appointment to go to Rochester. So he went there and they told him that he 
should be operated on also and right away. The first time he went, we didn't 
know they had gone. We just heard about it on the radio (Romanian Radio Hour 
on Sunday). And I told Moise look, that is Aurel. 


The second time was in '57. I went with him. He wanted to go. He kept hoping 
that he would get well. When we went to Rochester, they examined him, took 
more X-rays. One morning when the doctor came into the room, he gave Aurel 

a sealed envelope and told him to give it to his doctor and he'll take of you. 


You don't have to come anymore. You will be all right. 
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---After the doctor left the room, I followed him. I asked him, "Doctor, I'm 
his step-mother. My husband, his father, would like to know what he's got 
and he would like to know if its any hope." 


And he called me and took me to a room and put the X-ray up there, turned on 

the switch, and he said, "You see all these bubbles here?" I said yee. It 
looked like, when you make soapy water for dishes, all bubbles, tiny, medium 

and larger ones. "He's all full of cancer. He's going to die," he (doctor) 
said. "If he pulls through to the last part of March, he'll be lucky. You 

take him home, try to make him happy, dowhat you can. Go to the doctor and 

the doctor will do his part. He'll do his best. But there is no hope for him." 


And so we came home. Up until then, Ecaterina would bring him to my house. 
From the time of his operation until we went the second time with him to 
Rochester, she would bring him to me because she went to work. She worked at 
Wonder Bread....and I took care of him every day. 


But after that, after we came back from Rochester the second trip, he couldn't 
leave the house anymore. Every morning Livia Covina...she worked with Ecaterna 
at the bakery, she would pick me up and take me to their house. I stayed there 
with him all day long, all day long. From the time I entered the house until 

I left in the evening, he wanted me to rub him. "Mama, rub me, mama rub my 
back, rub my arms, mama rub me....!! 


And so then, after a short time, he died. That was in January when I went 
with him the second time and in March...24 or 25th he was buried. 


---So the doctors knew. 


---The doctor knew, yes. He told»me. 


P 


---(Reference to her own son) 
If you spoke Romanian in the home and you say he also knew Hungarian, how 
did you decide with language....he also spoke English because he went to school. 


---Yes, he went to school, yes. And we had a tutor for him...Mr. Kenderessy (?) 
who came every Monday to give him violin lessons. I don't know if you knew 
Mr. Kenderessy (7). He lived there on 1]th Avenue....a very good violin 
teacher. He came every Monday and gave him lessons. After he learned how, 
he could play the violin so well. Heplayed the violin in the orchestra at 
Froebel School. I received a letter from his teacher, music teacher, this 
was after he died...and the teacher said that he....before he started playing, 
first he would bow his head. He'd pray and then he'd play. 


---Who was his teacher? Mr. Resur? 
---Resur....and Mr. Teeter. 
---I don't know him. 
---No? Mr. Teeter and Mr. Resur, both were at Froebel School. 


---Yes, but this was much later than my time. 
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---(Reference Romanian Baptist Church on 14th & Jefferson) 
When the church was founded, I wasn't here then. It already had been founded. 
But my husband Ciurdar told me the foundation of that church.....John Groza, 
Bulza the grandfather of this Floyd, there was one Borcuta, there was one 
Somesan and his wife and his family....maybe you know them? The daughter works 
at Mercy Hospital? 


P ---Yes. 


B ---There was my husband Ciurdari, and Chuch (Ciuciu) and Yoviciu. These are the 
ones who founded the church. And they also built it, constructed it. All of 
them dug the basement for the foundation of that church. 


P ---Do you know what year? 


B ---I don't know what year, but it couldn't have been very old when I came here 
in 1926, I don't believe. 


P ---It was (built) after the war? 


B ---After the war,yes (WWI). And after that, the Hungarians were affiliated with 
them because all were members. I know there was Sister Bruce, Ispravnic and 
Louisa, his wife... 


P ---The other Bulza's? 


B ---Yes, Toader Bulza and his wife, all of them affiliated themselves with this 
church, the Romanian one. They brought a preacher who could preach both in 
Romanian and in Hungarian. That's what my husband Churdar told me. And then, 
after they went along like this for awhile, the Hungarians broke away from the 
Romanians and founded their own church, there on 15th and Polk Street, over 
the railroad tracks, on 15th.....there was a small church there. That's 
where they made their church. 


Then later, after I came to this country, this church was getting larger. 

Someone, Vichendi from Tolleston was baptized with Parasca, if you knew them. 
Another one, Eva from Tulca, from my husband's village, with her husband. And 

a John Costa and then Moise Burtic, my second husband, and ....Iacob Idu from 
Indiana Harbor, the Lascu family from Indiana Harbor. So the church grew and during 
this time the preacher was Ilie Trutza. Ilie Trutza found work at Horace Mann 
School. Horace Mann School was just being built. He was the head janitor. 

So he left the church, and they brought as preacher, Lucaci. With Lycaci the 

church grew even more. When Lucaci left here, there were about 100 members 

in the church. After he left, they brought the other Trutza as preacher. 


P ---There was another Trutza? iv 


B ---Another Trutza. This one was Petru Trutza, the first one was Ilie Trutza. So 
the church started growing nicely. And then it happened. During the time that 
Trutza was the preacher, they spoke only Romanian: But see, some of the younger 
ones got married. The Groza girls married Americans. They wanted the service 
to be half Romanian and half English. The church committee didn't want that 
and neither did the preacher. So the church split again. The youth left. 
They went to different churches. Also the Buta family from Tolleston. Maybe 
you know them. (they were members also) So, the church grew. It used to be 
full, with a lot of members. But little by little they broke away. The youth 


left and only the older people were left. The older ones died and the church 
was gone. 


